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News and Updates

Welcome to the Special Col-
lections semiannual newslet-
ter!

During January to May
2019, we welcomed 947
researchers (from 11 differ-
ent states and two foreign
countries—Mexico and Nor-
way), did instruction for 9
classes (178 students), and
answered 610 reference
questions. Online usage of
resources was high: 3,797
oral histories were down-
loaded and 6,859 images
were viewed. 270 archival
collections were used by in-
person researchers.

In January, Juan Sandoval
retired after 38 years of
working in the UTEP Library.
Juan helped thousands of
students over his long career
as the subject specialist for
Art and Chicano Studies.

Special Collections would

Ouvutreach Activities

Special Collections staff and
volunteers participated in
multiple outreach activities
this semester.

In March, Abbie Weiser and
volunteer Eva Ross partici-
pated in a panel discussion
about women’s suffrage in El
Paso at the El Paso County
Historical Society. And on

also like to congratulate Ow-
en Williamson on his retire-
ment in May, and our student
worker Chantal Diaz and
intern Scott Blumanhourst on
their graduations from UTEP.

On April 28, Claudia Rivers
received one of UTEP’s high-
est honors during Convoca-
tion: the President’s Meritori-
ous Staff Service Award.
Congratulations, Claudial

The Border Regional Archives
Group (BRAG) is hosting a
free Archives 101 Workshop
on June 27, Qam-4pm in
UTEP’s Special Collections
Department. To register,
please contact Dylan McDon-
ald (dylanmcd@nmsu.edu)
before June 14.

BRAG is also planning its
third (!) Border Archives Ba-
zaar at the New Mexico
Farm and Ranch Museum on
September 28, 10am-4pm.

March 30, Abbie and Clau-
dia appeared on The El Paso
History Radio Show.

During April, Abbie helped
lead a preservation work-
shop at the El Paso Museum
of Art, and Claudia present-
ed to a group of retired
educators in Special Collec-
tions. She also presented at
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Claudia Rivers and Dr. Diana Natalicio, April 28. Photo courtesy of

University Communications.

UTEP’s Moral and Political
Philosophy on the Border
Conference along with volun-
teer Nancy Wilson. Claudia
discussed the Dr. John Had-
dox papers, and Nancy re-
counted her experiences as a
student of Dr. Haddox. He
taught philosophy at UTEP
for over 50 years.

Nancy Wilson presented
about Dr. John Haddox at
the UTEP Moral and Political
Philosophy on the Border
Conference, April 26. Nancy
processed the Dr. Haddox
papers last year. The guide
to the collection is available
here.


mailto:dylanmcd@nmsu.edu
https://digitalcommons.utep.edu/finding_aid/178/
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Touring the Center for Creative
Photography in Tucson.

Playwright Carlos Morton in
Special Collections, April 5.

Image from the Lalo Delgado
exhibit, El Paso Herald-Post
records, MS348.

SSA-CIMA in Tucson

Claudia Rivers and Abbie
Weiser attended the joint
annual meeting of the Society
of Southwest Archivists (SSA)
and the Conference of Inter-
Mountain Archivists (CIMA) in
Tucson from May 15-18.

Claudia and Abbie both pre-
sented at sessions organized
by SSA’s State Partnerships
and Outreach Committee
(SPOC). Claudia discussed
presenting to community
groups and at non-archival
conferences. And Abbie pre-

The Many Deaths of Danny Rosales Panel

On April 5 Special Collec-
tions hosted a well-attended
panel discussion about Carlos
Morton’s play The Many
Deaths of Danny Rosales. The
play was based on a real-
life police brutality case in
Central Texas during the late

1970s.

Organized by Carlos Morton,
Claudia Rivers, and the UTEP
Humanities program, the

Exhibits

During the spring semester,
the Special Collections De-
partment created several
exhibits in the UTEP Library.

| Photo archivist David Flores

curated an exhibit of Manuel
Carrillo’s black and white
photographs in Special Col-
lections in January, while the
Carrillo in Color exhibit con-

Page 2

sented about reasons for
declining collections.

Meeting session topics includ-
ed preserving architectural
records, newspaper digitiza-
tion projects, diversity in ar-
chives, and social media.

In addition to meeting ses-
sions, Abbie and Claudia
attended two “Lunch and
Learn” sessions—one about
Texas Archival Resources
Online (TARO) and the other
about regional State Histori-
cal Records Advisory Boards’

panel featured playwright
Carlos Morton, Dr. Kathleen
Staudt (retired UTEP political
science professor), Hector
Serrano (creator of Viva El
Pasol), Cristina Goletti (UTEP
theater and dance profes-
sor), and Ruben Sandoval
(son of the lawyer involved in
the real-life case).

During the program, the pan-
el discussed the continued

tinued on the third floor.

Abbie Weiser created an
exhibit about Chicano activist
and poet Abelardo “Lalo”
Delgado on the second floor
in March.

In April, Claudia Rivers curat-
ed a temporary “pop-up”
exhibit in Special Collections
about The Many Deaths of

activities.

Conference attendees also
toured local archival reposi-
tories, including the Center
for Creative Photography
(home of Ansel Adams’ ar-
chives), the Arizona State
Museum, and University of
Arizona’s Special Collections
Department.

The all-attendee reception at
the Arizona State Museum
featured traditional Arizona-
Sonora foods, live music, and
history and art exhibits.

Discussion

relevance of the play, police-
community relations, Latinx
theater, the UTEP Theater
and Dance Department, and
answered multiple questions
from the audience.

The following evening, the
Chamizal National Theater
held a free reading of The
Many Deaths of Danny
Rosales.

Danny Rosales.

Claudia also set up a Count-
down to D-Day display to
commemorate the 75th anni-
versary of the allied invasion
of Europe during WWIL. The
front page was turned every
day in the May and June
1944 issues of the El Paso
Times until June 6, 1944.
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New to Special Collections

e Eugene Thurston collec-
tion (important local art-
ist)

e Ana Osante collection
(materials about MECHA,
Ladies LULAC, Chicano
Studies)

e  Fort Bliss Retired Offic-
ers’ Wives Club records
(minutes, directories,
scrapbooks)

e Cooper family papers
(Clarence “Kiki” Cooper’s
family’s papers relating

Digitized Resources

Although we always encour-
age researchers to visit us in
person, Special Collections
has some of our important
resources about UTEP and the
border region now online.

During the lead up to the
UTEP Centennial in 2014,
Special Collections digitized
many of our UTEP history
sources, including NOVA (now
UTEP Magazine), The Flow-

to railroads, lumber mills
in Mexico, and the Mexi-
can Revolution)

e Gateway Hotels bro-
chure (designed by Carl
Hertzog, circa 1930)

e Gem Theater document
cache (business receipts
and correspondence
from El Paso and south-
ern New Mexico busi-
nesses, early to mid-
1880s)

®  Annals of the Desert by

sheet (yearbook), and El Bur-
ro.

Special Collections serves as
the public access point for
UTEP’s Institute of Oral Histo-
ry. We have all of the oral
histories with unrestricted
transcripts online and many
of them have streaming au-
dio.

Imaging specialist Yvette

Volunteers and Interns

Volunteer Bill Key completed
his inventory of the Joseph
Friedkin papers. These pa-
pers contain important mate-
rials about the International
Boundary and Water Com-
mission.

Volunteer Eva Ross continued
her work with the Special
Collections vertical files. She

is also working on a second
volume of her El Paso Wom-
en’s History Coloring Book.

Nancy Wilson, volunteer, is
almost done inventorying and
rehousing some materials in
the Leon Metz papers. Nancy
also took Special Collections
staff on a bird-watching tour
of UTEP in May.

Maude Mason Austin,
photographs by José
Gandara (1930)

e Riwindna series No. 1—
6, Programa Institucional
de Atencién a Las Len-
guas y Las Literaturas
Indigenas (series of
books in Rardmuri)

e Memoirs of Jack H. Wil-
kinson (memoir of Mr.
Wilkinson’s experiences

in the Navy during
WWII)

Delgado and photo archivist
David Flores have also digit-
ized select image collections,
including our ASARCO photo-
graphs, sections of the Casa-
sola Studio collection, and
collections containing glass-
plate and nitrite negatives.

Researchers can keyword
search the oral history collec-
tion and the online image
database.

Volunteer Cindy Milazzo is
working on an inventory of
the Ray Past papers.

And UTEP-EPCC Humanities
Collaborative intern Scott
Blumanhourst worked on a
finding aid for the Cynthia
Weber Farah Haines papers.

Thank you!
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Front and back covers of our
new Gateway Hotels bro-
chure designed by Carl Hert-
zog. Gift of the Haskell Mon-
roe Fund for Texas and
Southern History.


https://digitalcommons.utep.edu/oral_history/
https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/collections/images.html
https://digitalcommons.utep.edu/utep_hist/
https://digitalcommons.utep.edu/utep_hist/
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915.747-5697 Overview

https://www.utep.edu/ The collections contained in the C.L. Sonnichsen Special Collections Department directly sup-
|ibrqry/ port research and learning at The University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP). The Department cur-

rently has over 750 archival collections, over 1,600 oral histories, various rare book collec-
tions, and thematic book collections, such as the Southwest, Chicano, Judaica, Art, Military, and

SPC Staff McCord Poetry collections. During the 2017/2018 fiscal year we welcomed over 3,500 re-
searchers and visitors.

Mission Statement

Claudia Rivers, . . L . .

The Special Collections Department supports the University’s mission of education, research,
Department Head . . . o . . .
scholarship, and community service. The mission of the C.L. Sonnichsen Special Collections De-

partment is to acquire, preserve, and make available for use the archival, rare book, media,

Abbie Weiser, and digital collections of the University Library. Areas of collection emphasis include primary
Assistant Head sources for the history of the University, El Paso, and the border region; women'’s history; pho-
Newsletter Creator tography; fine printing and book design; and military history.

Vision
David Flores, The Library sits on a hill within sight of the Mexican border. Our unique position informs our
Photo Archivist attitudes and the services we offer. We aim for excellence in serving our users and in making

our collections accessible.

Yvette Delgado,
Imaging Specialist

Gracie Galvez, LA 1l

, Old UTEP swimming pool,
circa late 1940s, UTEP

. photograph collection,
Anne Allis, LA |l MS001.
Hope everyone has a safe
and happy summer!

Please support the Special Collections Department—Thank you!



https://www.utep.edu/library/special-collections/index.html
https://www.instagram.com/spcuteplib/
https://www.facebook.com/uteplibrary
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/friends_endow.pdf

