Key to Species of Acanthognathus,

Based on Workers and Females
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Fig. 1. Habitus view of a worker of Acanthognathus sp. (from Serna, 1999).

1.
Mandibles decidedly longer than head proper, each with 2 or 3 long         spiniform teeth before the apex (Fig. 1); dorsum of head smooth and shining (Colombia: Pacific lowlands) …….…… ……………………………… teledectus 
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Fig. 2. Head of the holotype worker of A. teledectus.
-
Mandibles not longer than head proper, preapical inner borders unarmed,         or at most with low irregular denticles and/or welts (Fig. 1); dorsum of         head sculptured, at least with numerous distinct round fossae on disc, intervals smooth or rugulose …………………... 2
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Fig. 3. Head of a worker of Acanthognathus sp. (from Serna, 1999).

2(1). Petiole with very long, slender peduncle, about 3x as long as its node,         which is short and transverse as seen from above (Fig. 3; Amazonia: near Manaus) ………………….... stipulosus
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Fig. 4. Mesosoma, petiole and postpetiole of the holotype worker of A. stipulosus.
-
Petiolar peduncle slender, but less than twice as long as its node, which is oval and at least as long as broad as seen from above (Fig. 1) ………….…. 3
3(2).
Antennal scapes short, chord less than 90% as long as mandibles seen in         dorsal view; preapical area of inner mandibular border with (usually 2 or more) irregular denticles (Panama and Brazil: Para and Rio Grande do Sul) …………………………….. brevicornis
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Fig. 5. Head of a paratype female of A. brevicornis.
-
Antennal scapes with chord about as long as, to much longer than, the mandibles as seen in dorsal view; inner mandibular borders without preapical denticles, though a submedian welt may be present ……………..…... 4

4(3).
Mandibles shorter (MI 60-75; Figs. 1, 4); dorsum of head completely, densely and rather finely rugulose, with interspersed fossae numerous, small and crowded, so that the surface, including the area around the eyes, is essentially opaque (SE Brazil, fairly common in wet forest in plateau and uplands) ………… …………………………..………. rudis
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Fig. 6. Head of a paratype worker of A. rudis, showing the sculpture on the left side of the head.
-
Mandibles longer (MI > 75); dorsum of head loosely sculptured and more or less shining, fossae large and shallow, with smooth spaces or simple longitudinal rugulae between some rows; at least a strip bordering each eye mesially nearly smooth, shining …..… 5
5(4).
Fossae on posterior half of dorsum of head smaller, mostly separated by flat, smooth spaces (Central America, Trinidad and southward locally  in Brasilian lowlands to S. Catarina) ………………….…………… ocellatus
-
Fossae on posterior half of dorsum or head large, mostly contiguous or separated by single, simple longitudinal rugulae (Honduras; may be only a coarsely-sculptured variant of ocellatus) ………………….…… lentus
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Fig. 7. Head of a cotype worker of A. lentus, showing the sculpture on the left side of the head.
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