Key to the Workers of the New World species of Cardiocondyla 

1.
Dorsum of the mesosoma, in profile, with metanotal suture unimpressed, or at most very feebly impressed; promesonotal suture usually obsolete on dorsum; metanotal suture poorly marked on dorsum; length of propodeal spines usually short, about ¼ distance between tips …... nuda  (Mayr)

-
Dorsum of mesosoma, in profile, with metanotal suture distinctly impressed, clearly marked on dorsum; propodeal spines variable in length ….. 2
2(1). 
Propodeum armed with pair of very small denticles that are not spinose; antennal scape failing to reach occipital margin by amount < greatest thickness of scape …….…….. venustula Wheeler
-
Propodeum armed with pair of spines or well-developed angles; antennal scape failing to reach occipital margin by amount at least as great as length of first funicular segment ….…. 3
3(2). 
Node of petiole globular, seen from above, usually broader than long; propodeal spines relatively long, usually more than ½ length distance between tips; anterior border of postpetiole distinctly concave as seen from above ……………………. wroughtoni (Forel)
-
Node of petiole elongate, seen from above, longer than broad; propodeal spines short, length less than ½ distance between tips; anterior border of postpetiole straight or feebly convex or even feebly concave as seen from above ……………………………….... 4
4(3). Projections on propodeum angulate, not spinose, length about ¼ distance between tips; anterior clypeal border weakly concave; node of petiole not laterally compressed near apex (California, Arizona, West Texas, and Florida) .....…………... ectopia Snelling

-
Propodeal spines relatively sharp and spinose, length of to about ½ distance between tips; anterior clypeal border straight or slightly convex; note of petiole laterally compressed near apex (not known from California or Arizona) …………………………... emeryi Forel
Key for the Identification of the Known Males of New World Cardiocondyla 

1. 
Winged ………………………. 2
-
Wingless ……………………... 3

2(1).
Head nearly globular; scapes shorter than the combined length of the 4 basal funicular segments; mandibles toothless, short, narrow and pointed (Fig. x); in profile dorsal margin of petiolar node wide, only slightly convex (Fig. x) ………...………….  wroughtoni (Forel)
-
Head 1/5 longer than wide (Fig. x); scapes as long as the combined 5-7 basal funicular segments; mandibles widening distally with 4-5 teeth; in profile dorsal margin of petiole narrow and strongly convex (Fig. x) ……..…… …………………………..  emeryi Forel
3(1).
Mandibles long, narrow and pointed, toothless (Fig. )  ……………… ……………………  wroughtoni (Forel)

-
Mandibles short, widening distally with 4 - 5 teeth …………..…... 4

4(3).
Pronotal shoulders angular; margin of pronotum at anterior margin of shoulders forming a straight sharp line, as wide as head; postpetiole nearly twice as wide as long (Fig. x) …..….... ………………………... C. emeryi Forel
-
Pronotal shoulders slightly rounded; margin of pronotum at shoulder level not a sharp line, narrower than head; postpetiole 1 ¼ as wide as long (Fig. x) ……… C. ectopia Snelling (keys here???) 

Cardiocondyla ectopia Snelling
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Distribution: USA: California (Los Angeles [Long Beach, Lakewood], Orange Co. [Cypress], San Bernardino Co. [Chino, Ontario]), Arizona (Maricopa Co. [Tempe], Pinal Co. [Gila River at Keamy]), Texas (El Paso Co. [El Paso], Hudspeth Co. [25 k SW Van Horn]).
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Map 1. Cardiocondyla ectopia.
Habitat: Ranging from urban lawns to creosotebush scrub.

Biology: This species nests in the soil. They forage throughout the day and night, but may be predominantly nocturnal, at least in hot habitats.

Map 1. Distribution of C. ectopia.

 Cardiocondyla emeryi Forel
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Distribution: USA: Florida (Highlands Co. [13 k S Archbold Biological Station]), MEXICO: San Luis Potosí (Matehuala), costa rica: Guanacaste (Loma Barbudal), NICARAGUA: León (Cosiguia), COLOMBIA: Valle (El Cerrito [Bosque El Matiro], VENEZUELA: Distrito Federal (La Guaira), Brasil: Mato Grosso do Sul (3 k N Jaraguari, 10 k N Posto Chapadão, 4 k NE Rio Verde).
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Map 3. Cardiocondyla emeryi.
Habitat: 

Biology: 

Cardiocondyla nuda (Mayr)
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Distribution: USA: Alabama: Mobile Co. (Dauphin Island), Louisiana, Iberia Co. (New Iberia), Florida, Highlands Co (Archbold Biological Station); Mexico: Veracruz (La Mancha). NICARAGUA: Leon (León) COLOMBIA: Amazonas (Amacayaca), Cundinamarca (Fusugasugá), Huila (3 k N Rivera), Meta (Puerto Gaitán), Santander (Bucaramanga), Valle (Loboguerrero, El Cerrito). 
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Map 4. Cardiocondyla nuda.
Habitat: 

Biology: 
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Map 3. Distribution of C. nuda.

Cardiocondyla venustula Wheeler
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Distribution: Florida, Louisiana, Caribbean.
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Map 4. Cardiocondyla venustula.

Habitat: 

Biology: 

Cardiocondyla wroughtoni (Forel)
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Distribution:  USA: Florida (Highlands Co. [Archbold Field Station]), Georgia, México (Jalisco [7 k SW Tamazula]), Morelos [Cocoyotla], Tamaulipas [Gómez Farías]), Veracruz (La Mancha), Panamá (Colón [Parque Gaboa]), Colombia (Valle [Cali]), Guiana (20 k S Sinnemary)
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Map 6. Cardiocondyla wroughtonii.
Habitat: 

Biology: 
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Map 5. Distribution of C. wroughtoni.
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� From Mackay (1995)


� Modified from Kugler (1983)





