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INTRODUCTION
The first reference to vertebrate fossils noted in Chihuahua was recorded in

the diary of Captain Castañeda in 1540 while he was on one of the advance groups
of the Coronado Expedition (Winship, 1896). The captain found, in the area now
referred to as the Sands of Samalayuca, a 4-5 m horn of ivory. He used it as a
marker pole pointed in the direction from which they had come (Santa Barbara) in
order that they might find their way back across the dunes. Since that time, there
have been numerous references to surface vertebrate fossils in northern Chihuahua
by both Mexican and American workers.

The fossil remains of elephants (Mammuthus) and horse (Equus ) have
recently been discovered in a shallow water well at the Santa Barbara ranch located
some 9 km north of Villa Ahumada, Chihuahua (Fig. 1). The disarticulated fossils
(Fig. 2) occur in a 6 m, coarse -grained sand matrix unit (Figs. 3 and 4) which has
been covered by 3 m of recent gypsum-bearing alluvium.

Figure 1. Fossil enthusiast shows specimens at the Santa Bárbara well.


