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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Announcements, Introduce myselfYes, you are trained researchers – producers and disseminators of knowledge, however, you are might also have financial obligations. You may want to seek or have to take a non-academic job at some point in your professional career. Versatile PhD is software that can help!UTEP, as an institution, pay for membership. Individual memberships are NOT available. This is an opportunity for you to better understand the value of your skills in a non-academic market. 



ver•sa•tile (adjective)

1. Capable of doing many things 
competently

2. Having many uses or serving 
many functions

3. Capable of moving freely in 
all directions
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A doctoral program equips you with many skills and a ton of specialized knowledge. It may not be obvious to you now, but you have more career choices than you may think. We believe you are VERSATILE. You can do many things, go many places, move in many directions. 



The Branching Career Pipeline

Not to scale – outgoing pipe sizes vary by academic discipline
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You’ve heard of “the pipeline” of academic careers. Here is the real pipeline. There are not nearly enough tenure track jobs to accommodate the approximately 50,000 people that earn PhDs every year. The market is better in some disciplines than others, but in general, the real pipeline looks like this. It is a BRANCHING career pipeline. Grad students enter the pipeline on the left, and emerge at the end of their graduate training into a variety of different employment situations.



The Good News

• You are not alone

• PhDs & ABDs work in all sectors

• Demand for grad degrees is rising

• Your desires may change

• You DO have marketable skills

• Each career path has its 
advantages/disadvantages
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of you may be thinking, ”Oh no, this is terrible news; I hope I am one of the lucky ones who get a tenure track job!” Maybe you will, but there is good news about nonacademic careers. First of all, you are not alone. Most new PhDs will not get a tenure track position. So you’re in good company. Secondly, there are interesting roles for people like you in all employment sectors. Though not many jobs actually require a PhD, demand for graduate degrees in general is rising, and many jobs are mentally stimulating enough to keep a highly educated person like you feeling challenged and satisfied. Also, maybe you want a tenure track job now, but your desires may change. Research has shown that grad student career goals change during grad school: many who went in wanting to be professors, graduate not wanting the academic life after all. The skills you are gaining now in your doctoral program can provide the basis for a fun and interesting career outside the academy, or inside the academy but off the faculty track. And if you do leave the academy completely, that’s not a disaster either: nonacademic careers actually have some advantages over academic careers.It’s necessary to pause here for a few minutes – this is not a workshop about career binaries. Academic jobs are not better than non-academic jobs and if take an non-academic job, you’re not a failure. In this workshop we want to highlight the options you have because you have pursued the highest degree possible in your field. That said, Versatile PhD can help your career in multiple ways. For example, lets say that you decide to start a side business to supplement your faculty salary or turn one of your academic passions into a lucrative business. This happens as well. Versatile PhD can tell you how others have broken into non-academic careers as well so please be open-minded to all the possibilities that you are cultivating because of your acquired skills. 



Non-Academic Career Advantages

• You may have the freedom to live 
where you want

• Variety of different jobs and fields

• Possibility of higher income potential

• Perhaps there is more advancement 
opportunity
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a non-academic career, you can live wherever you want. You can do a wide variety of things in an incredible variety of organizations. You will have higher earning potential outside the academy, and also more advancement opportunity.



Typical PhD Skills

✔ Critical thinking, analysis

✔ Subject matter knowledge 

✔ Research skills

✔ Rapid learning

✔ Teaching

✔ Written and oral communication

✔ Problem solving

✔ Assessment/evaluation

✔ Adaptability/Versatile!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a PhD or ABD, you already have all of these skills. [READ FROM SLIDE, EXPAND ON EACH POINT AS TIME PERMITS]



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have subscribed to an online resource for you called Versatile PhD, to help you envision nonacademic careers for yourself and prepare for wider range of possible employment outcomes after graduation. This is the home page.  [POINT TO EACH BAR WHILE DESCRIBING] On Versatile PhD you can discover interesting career, get advice from a great supportive community that includes lots of successful PhDs outside the academy, read non-academic job listings, network with other PhDs, and attend local meetups. 



PhD Career Finder
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The PhD Career Finder shows a list of major career paths for people in humanities and social science on the left, and STEM on the right. They put Social Science with Humanities because qualitative social scientists have career options similar to those of humanists, but if you’re a quantitative social scientist, you will probably gravitate towards the STEM side. Anyone can look at anything they want anyway. When you click through on any of these career paths…[CLICK ‘CONSULTING’ ON THE STEM SIDE]…[cont’d on next slide]



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…it gives you a description of that career, and see over there on the right, that stuff under How to Break In? That is the premium content that’s only available to people at subscribing institutions. That’s what we bought for you! Just as one example, this is the Consulting page on the STEM side. The brown item at the top are archived panel discussions from the past where STEM PhDs who have gone into consulting have come onto the site and answered questions from members. So this is excellent, first-hand information about specific careers, from the PhD perspective. The green “Resume” items are Hiring Success Stories, which describe exactly how a PhD got a certain job, and shows the actual resume and cover letter the person submitted which helped get them hired. These are not made-up examples, they are real people sharing their successful resumes and cover letters with you.The gray “Bio” items on the bottom are longer-term stories written by PhDs who have been out of the academy for several years and have had a chance to completely re-orient themselves to their new post-academic roles. They describe how their careers have evolved since leaving the academy and how they see themselves today. These stories show that your first position after graduation does not define your entire career. Careers evolve and you will too once you get out there.[THE NOTES FOR THIS SLIDE AND THE NEXT ONE ASSUME THAT YOU ARE ADDRESSING AN AUDIENCE COMPOSED OF BOTH HUMANITIES/SOCIAL SCIENCE PEOPLE AND ALSO STEM PEOPLE. IF YOU ARE TALKING TO AN AUDIENCE PRIMARILY COMPOSED OF ONLY ONE OF THOSE GROUPS, YOU MAY EDIT THE SLIDE DECK ACCORDINGLY. IF YOU ONLY USE THE HUMANITIES/SOCIAL SCIENCE SLIDE, BE SURE TO COPY THE TEXT SHOWN ABOVE TO IT BEFORE DELETING THIS STEM SLIDE. EDIT “STEM’ REFERENCES TO SAY “HUMANITIES/SOCIAL SCIENCE’ INSTEAD.]



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s another example: the Grant Writing page on the Humanities/Social Science side. All of the same kinds of resources appear here – and across every page in the PhD Career Finder.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let me show you what a Hiring Success Story looks like because it’s really exciting. This is one from the Consulting page on the STEM side. You can see that this person Scott got his PhD in Molecular Biology in 2011, and was hired that same year as a consultant at Oliver Wyman. The heading says what the story includes: in this case, it’s the narrative where he describes how he got the job, plus his resume and cover letter. Many times there will also be a job description and the person’s CV for comparison. Anyway, you simply scroll down to read the narrative and the resume and cover are shown at the end. It’s best to print these out so you can hold the application documents side by side and look at them all at once. Like I said, these are real people getting real jobs: nothing here is made up or hypothetical. And this stuff is only available by institutional subscription, so you really want to take advantage of this.



Power Search

• [You fill this in]

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Versatile PhD also has a really great networking feature just for people at subscribing institutions: the Power Search.  This page is reached by clicking on the  “Members” nav link up top. See that yellow “Power Search” button on the right? When you click on that…[GO TO NEXT SLIDE]…



Power Search Form

13

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…you get this search form, which you fill out strategically to find whatever kind of person you are looking for. For example, say you’re a historian and you want to connect with other historians working in the nonprofit sector in [NEARBY CITY]. You simply type in the specific discipline “history,” or better yet “histo,” choose “working in the nonprofit sector” under Current Employment Status, and [CITY] under current city or town. Click Search, and voila, you get a small collection of people who are likely to help you. There are over 55,000 people in the Versatile PhD community, so chances are you will find at least someone. Read their profiles in depth, maybe check them out on LinkedIn to see which ones you really want to talk to. Then all you have to do is PM them on the site and ask to talk. YES you have permission to contact them! These are Versatile PhD members – they already understand where you are coming from and are very likely to feel good about talking to you. All you have to do is ask. If someone says no, oh well, it’s okay – just ask someone else.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then you look at the profiles of the people who popped up in your search results. Here’s the profile of a member named Francisco Donez, who gave permission for his profile to be shown. It shows a lot of information about him which you can peruse to see if he’s a person you want to talk to. You could do so with the Send Private Message option, which sends a message to his inbox.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s the bottom half of the profile. See how it shows what organization he works for? Not everyone reveals that information but many do. It also shows his LinkedIn profile, which makes it easier to find him there, but you can always just search for him by name. That will tell you even more. Then you can decide whether you want to talk with him or not. If you do, do not hesitate to send the person a Private Message. It’s really okay!



Other Useful Features of VPhD

• Supportive, confidential discussion 
forums – not just grad students but 
successful post-academics too, 
answering your questions

• Jobs for Hum/SS and STEM PhDs

• Local meetups

• Good Twitter feed @VersatilePhD
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
{DISCUSS OTHER FEATURES AS TIME PERMITS. IF THERE ARE NO MEETUPS IN YOUR AREA, YOU MIGHT SUGGEST TO YOUR AUDIENCE THAT THEY CONTACT PAULA CHAMBERS AT VPHD ABOUT WHAT IT TAKES TO START ONE.} 



Where to find Versatile PhD
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http://www.utep.edu/graduate/professional-development/other-resources.html

“Versatile PhD offers resources for advance degree 
holders in Humanities/Social Sciences and STEM 
considering careers outside the academy. The site 
includes overviews of possible fields, real-life 
narratives of PhD holders working outside the 
academy, forums & panels, and job ads.
The first time you login, access Versatile PhD here with 
your UTEP credentials and register.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is where you find the link to establish your institutional membership. You can join the site for free even without an institutional membership, but you won’t get the premium content or the power search. To get full access to everything, you have to go through this link and authenticate yourself as affiliated with this institution.[EXPLAIN ANY PARTICULARS ABOUT HOW TO ACCESS VPHD AT YOUR INSTITUTION AND PLAY ON VERSATILE – ASK STUDENTS WHAT JOBS THEY ARE CURIOUS ABOUT – SELECT ONE SS/HUMANITIES AND ONE STEM. ]

http://www.utep.edu/graduate/professional-development/other-resources.html
https://versatilephd.com/
http://essrvshp00.utep.edu/sites/estech/gradschoolpublic/SitePages/Home.aspx
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