Genus Discothyrea

Workers and females of this genus are easily recognized, as the last segment of the antenna is enlarged into a club, which is at least as long as the remainder of the funiculus. The frontal carinae are fused into a single, laminate structure, leaving the insertions of the antennae exposed. The clypeus is formed anteriorly into a laminate, upturned plate (Fig. xx). The scapes are short, extending about half the distance to the posterior border of the head. The eyes are tiny. The mesosoma is nearly without sutures, and they do not interrupt the dorsum of the mesosoma. The gaster is vaulted, with the second segment being about the same size as the first, directing the end of the gaster anteriorly (Fig. ). The head and mesosoma are densely, but finely punctate or granulate, the gaster more finely punctate, and often somewhat smooth and shining.

Key to the workers and females of the New World species of the ants of the genus Discothyrea

1. 
Antenna 8 or 9 segmented, club (apical segment of antenna) approximately as long as remainder of funiculus (Fig. x) .……….…….…….. 2
-
Antenna with 6 or 7 segments, club noticeably longer than the remainder of the funiculus (Fig. x) ………..………………….…………... 5
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Fig. 1.Antenna of a worker of D. sexarticulata (from Borgmeier, 1949).

2(1).
Total length of female 1.2 mm; Costa Rica and Panamá …………….... 3
-
Length of female 2 mm, worker 1.5mm; North America .. testacea Roger
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Fig. 2. Outline of the mesosoma, petiole and first tergum of the gaster of the a worker of D. testacea.
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Fig. 3. Outline of the mesosoma, petiole and first tergum of the gaster of the a female of D. testacea.

3(2).
Propodeum of female distinctly tuberculate (Fig. x)  (propodeum of worker weakly angulate); petiolar node of worker and female not sharply angulate at apex (Fig. xx) ………...….  4
-
Propodeum of female not tuberculate (Fig. xx); petiolar node of worker and female sharply angulate at apex (Fig. xx), forming a sharp point when viewed from front (Fig. xx) ……..  ………………………… horni Menozzi

4(3).
Light brown; antenna with 9 segments (Fig. x); Panamá ……………………….. isthmica Weber
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Fig. 4. Outline of the mesosoma, petiole and first tergum of the gaster of the female holotype of D. isthmica.
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Fig. 5. Outline of the mesosoma, petiole and first tergum of the gaster of a worker of D. isthmica.

-
Dark brown; antenna with 8 segments (Fig. x); Bolivia ………… …………...……………...….. Species A

5(1).
Antenna with 6 segments (Fig. ) ……………………………………….. 6 

-
Antenna with 7 segments (Fig. ) ……………………………..…………. 7
6(5).
Total length of worker 1.3 - 1.6 mm; posterior lobe of fused frontal carina rounded (Fig. x); second tergum of gaster finely sculptured, strongly shining; Bolivia, southern Brasil ……….……... sexarticulata Borgmeier

-
Total length of worker less than 1 mm; posterior lobe of fused frontal carinae directed posteriorly (Fig. x); second tergum of gaster more coarsely sculptured, weakly shining; Bolivia ……………………….…….. Species B

7(6).
Clypeal lamina between antennal bases bearing a denticle (Fig. x) ; total worker length 1mm; Guiana ………… ……………………. denticulata Weber
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Fig. 6. Side view of a worker of D. denticulata (from Weber, 19??).

-
Clypeal lamina not toothed (Fig. x) …………………..…………..…….. 8
8(7).
Total length of female 1.8 mm; Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil ………..…. ……………………... neotropica Bruch

-
Total length of female 1.1 - 1.2 mm; Central America and northern South America ………….………...…. 9
9(8).
Ventral lamina of petiole with right posterior angle (Fig. x), petiole 0.19 mm high, node of petiole more sharply angulate above (Fig. x); color lighter; Panamá …...….. humilis Weber

-
Ventral lamina of petiole with acute posterior angle (Fig. x), petiole 0.21 mm high, node of petiole more rounded above (Fig. x); color darker; Trinidad ……….…….……. icta Weber 
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Discothyrea horni Menozzi
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Discothyrea testacea Roger
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Map 1. D. testacea.
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