MUST 3316 – Commercial Music Composition
Instructor: Erik Unsworth

Office: 406 Fine Arts Bldg. 

Phone: 747-7816

E-mail: eunsworth@utep.edu
Class Meeting:  Individual Instruction – schedule weekly meeting time with instructor.
Objectives:   (1) To introduce students to the “standard” repertoire of Popular
   American song, as well as the work of the great songwriters from the Jazz and Rock 
   eras. (2) To give students a forum in which to begin developing original songwriting 

   styles.  (3) To develop the technique of creating a lead sheet from existing material 
   or from original material   (4) To work on projects which will familiarize students 
   with the basics of the Finale Music Notation software.
Materials: 
Chapters/Articles taken from the following (Music Library reserve):
   Campbell, Michael: And the Beat Goes On – An Introduction to Popular Music in

          America, 1840 to Today.  New York, NY: Schirmer Books, 1996. 

   Coker, Jerry: A Guide to Jazz Composition and Arranging.
          London: Advance Music, 2001.

   Gordon, Christopher B.: Form and Content In Commercial Music.
          New York, NY: Ardsley House Publishers, 1992.

   Kastin, David: I Hear America Singing – An Introduction to Popular Music.

          Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2002.
   Sorce, Richard: Music Theory for the Music Professional.
          New York, NY: Ardsley House Publishers, 1995.

CD listening materials (Music Library reserve):

(1) Standards, vol. 1

(2) Standards, vol. 2

(3) Beatles and Beyond.

(4) Motown compilation.

Essential computer software:  Finale 2005 (for Music notation).  This program is available for use on several computers in UTEP’s music library. 
Projects: 

(1) Pick one song from CD #1 or CD #2 and create one professional-looking lead sheet.  Use Finale notation software to create finished version.

(2) Pick one song from CD #3 or CD #4 and create one professional-looking lead 

      sheet.  Use Finale notation software to create finished version.

(3)  Create an original song and present in lead sheet form – done in the style of the

       “standard” American popular song repertoire.
(4) Create an original song and present in lead sheet form – done in a modern 
       popular style (i.e.: Pop/Rock, Latin Pop, Country, Dance/Electronic, etc.).
(5) Final Project:  from either Project #3 or #4, create an original arrangement for
       a small ensemble of your choice.  Work with instructor to create a “demo-style” 
       recording of the piece.
Grading:  Average of all 5 project grades, with the Final Project counting twice.  

Projects must be completed and turned in on or before the “deadline” date created by the instructor.  Late projects will be penalized, and no projects will be accepted one week beyond the due date.
Individual instruction meetings with the instructor must be attended – unexcused missed sessions will not be made up. 
