Key to the workers and females of the New World ants of the genus Acanthoponera 
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Fig. 1. Habitus drawing of a Acanthoponera spininodis worker.
1.
Spines on propodeum consist of tiny angles (Fig. x), spine on petiole small (Fig. x); Brasil (São Paulo, Espírito Santo) .…………. flava Kempf
-
Spines on propodeum and a single spine on petiole well developed (Fig. x)   .…………..…………………..2
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Fig. 2. Propodeum and petiole of a worker of A. flava, showing the small propodeal spine. The stippled area is opaque, the dotted area is transparent.
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Fig. 3. Propodeum and petiole of a female of A. flava
2(1). Propodeal spine equal to or shorter than maximum diameter of eye; small species total length of worker _______; ……. .minor Forel
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Fig. 4. Mesosoma and petiole of a worker of A. minor. The stippled region is opaque, the dotted area is translucent.
-
Pronotal spines longer that maximum diameter of eye; larger species, total length of worker _______________ ……………….….. 3
3(2). Only about half of subpetiolar flange semitransparent (Fig. x); Argentina (Misiones, Tucumán), Brasil (Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo) Bolivia (Bení)  ………...…… mucronata Roger
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Fig. 5. Propodeum and petiole of a worker of A. mucronata.
-
Nearly entire flange semitransparent; Peru (Huánuco, Amazonas) …. peruviana Brown
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Fig. 6. Propodeum and petiole of a worker of A. peruviana. The dotted area is translucent and semitransparent.

List of species

Acanthoponera minor xx 
Discussion:

Distribution:  México (VC), Belize, Guatemala (Alta V. Pass), Costa Rica (near Guapiles, Heredia,Santa Clara, Turrilaba), Panamá (Canal Zone), Colombia (Caquetá, Chocó, Valle), Ecuador (Cañar, Santo Domingo de los Colorados Pichincha); Trinidad  
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Map 1. xx xx.
Habitat: 

Biology: 
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� note: A. goeldi  is not in key.





