Genus Ectatomma
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Fig. 1. Side view of a worker of E. ruidum, showing the medial tuberosity (a) and the narrow petiole (b) (from Serna, 1999).
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Fig. 2. Head of a worker of E. ruidum (from Serna, 1999).

Key to the workers of Species of Ectatomma 

1.
Body uniformly finely striate throughout (except legs); clypeus without a distinct median carina ..…… 2
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Fig. 3. Clypeus of a worker of E. quadridens (sculpture shown on right side of Figure only).
 -    Sculpture diverse in kind or gauge over different parts of body (excluding legs); clypeus with a distinct median carina ………………………….………3
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Fig. 4. Clypeus of a worker of E. ruidum showing the well developed medial carina and two lateral carinae. The inset shows the carinae as seen obliquelly from the side.
2(1).
Larger species (head width without eyes usually >1.7 mm); individual striae of body sculpture with rather smooth even surfaces; full body color dark brown to black; median pronotal eminence not in the form of a round pointed shovel, at most only slightly projecting anteriad; South America E of Andes, in clearings or savanna areas, often adjacent to forest .. ………………… quadridens ?Fab
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Fig. 5. Pronotum of a worker of E. quadridens showing the moderately developed medial pronotal protuberance, as well as the lateral protuberance.
-
Smaller species (head width without eyes <1.7 mm); individual striae of head and trunk with rough, pitted, or eroded surfaces; full body color dull yellowish brown or reddish brown; median pronotal eminence flattened, concave, in the form of a round-pointed shovel with edge projecting strongly forward; central and southern Brasil, mainly in cerrado or savanna ………… ………..…….…. planidens Borgmeier
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Fig. 6. Pronotum of a worker of E. planidens showing the well developed medial pronotal protuberance, as well as the well developed lateral protuberance.
3(1).
Opening of propodeal spiracle narrowly slit-like, usually 4 or more times longer than wide; space between compound eye and frontal carina opaque, finely longitudinally striae or obliquely rugulose, without deeply concave, shining interspaces; South America ……………………….………4
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Fig. 7. Propodeum of a worker of worker of E. opaciventre, showing the slit-like spiracle.
-
Opening of propodeal spiracle more nearly elliptical or oval, less than 4x as long as wide; space between eye and frontal carina with 4-8 very coarse rugae separating broad, deep, more or less shining interspaces or areolets; México, Central and South America  …………………………………….….. 6

4(3).
Vertex behind and between eyes with a prominent pair of subpyramidal teeth or tubercles; space between eye and frontal carina crossed by oblique rugulae; median eminence of pronotum very high, rising above mesonotum, its apex sharply truncate; central Brasil to northern Argentina, southeastern Venezuela, in savanna, cerrado, arid scrub …….…………opaciventre Roger
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Fig. 8. Head of a worker of E. opaciventre as seen from the side, showing the tooth on the vertex.
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Fig. 9. Pronotum of a worker of E. opaciventre, showing the pronotal protuberance.
-
Vertex without paired prominent teeth or tubercles; space between eye and frontal carina densely longitudinally striate; median eminence of pronotum low, its posterior surface horizontal and on the same level as mesonotal surface …………………………………..…….5
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Fig. 10. Pronotum of a worker of E. permagnum, showing the poorly developed pronotal protuberance.
5(4).
Antennal scape (without radicle) length <width of head across and including eyes; second gastric segment with at least its anterior half striolate-reticulate, the tiny pits arranged there in definite rows; central Brasil to northwestern Argentina, in cerrado, arid scrub, and savanna …………………….. ……………….…... permagnum ?Forel
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 Fig. 11. Dorsal surface of second gastral tergite of E. permagnum and E. lugans, showing the sculpture. The arrow points anteriorly.
-
Antenna scape length (without radicle) > width of head across and including eyes; second gastric segment completely finely reticulate, without striolation; Amazon lowlands of Brasil, Peru, Ecuador, and Colombia, Guianas; in wet forest) …………... lugens Emery

6(3).
Pronotum with median eminence not or only very feebly differentiated; dorsolateral tubercles or angles obsolete ………………………………………..7
-      
Pronotum with well-differentiated median eminence and at least a small pair of  dorsolateral (humeral) teeth or angles ……………..8
7(6).
Second gastric tergum (true abdominal tergum IV) completely very finely and densely striolate, sericeous or matt; sculpture partly longitudinally oriented; standing hairs here abundant, many of them over 0.15 mm long; eye length subequal to or shorter than apical antennomere; southeastern Costa Rica to western Colombia, Trinidad and Venezuela, south to southeastern Brasil, northern Argentina, Paraguay, and Bolivia  ………..….... edentatum Roger

-
Second gastric segment more or less strongly shining, irregularly subaciculate in slightly arched, transverse direction; the aciculation often loose and frequently obliterated, leaving virtually smooth the disc or large parts of it; standing hairs here sparse and very short, mostly less than 0.12 mm long; eye subequal to, or longer than, apical antennomere; northeastern states of Brasil: Bahia to Maranhão ……… …………………... muticum ???
8(6).
Petiolar node as seen from the side low and thick, subtriangular, with broadly rounded summit, and anterior and posterior slopes strongly converging upward; lateral teeth of pronotum often more prominent than median eminence; color usually yellowish brown, but darker reddish brown in some samples from northern South America; México to northern Argentina …………………….. ………………………..... tuberculatum
-
Petiolar node as seen from the side high and thin, at least the upper half with anterior posterior faces vertical and subparallel, or even concave (Figs. XXXXX); lateral pronotal teeth small or at least less prominent than median eminence; color reddish brown to nearly black ……….………………………… 9
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Fig. 12. Petiole of a worker of E. ruidum.
9(8). 
Head in perfect full face view with posterior corners distinctly angulate; full sized worker head width across and including eyes 2.0 mm or more (Fig. x); western Colombia: Chocó, western Ecuador ……..……… ………………………..….. goninion ??

 -
Head in perfect full-face view with posterior corners broadly rounded (figs. 1I, J, K); head width across eyes < 2.0 mm ……..…………………….…10
10(9). 
Median eminence and lateral teeth of pronotum all well developed, prominent and sharp edged or sharp pointed; propodeal teeth slender, distinctly longer than orifice of propodeal spiracle (Figs. ) (“New Granada,” exact location unknown) …………………. confine ??
-
Median eminence of pronotum well developed or not, but not so sharp edged at anterior apex; lateral teeth less prominent, usually rectangular to barely acute as seen from side or front; propodeal teeth triangular and not longer than orifice of propodeal spiracle (Figs. xx) …………………………………...11
11(10).
Head in perfect full-face view with posterior outline transverse, nearly straight over most of the distance between the eyes or indented mesad; median eminence of pronotum low, angular in front as seen from the side; lateral teeth prominent, acute or rectangular (Fig. xx) (southern Mexico to northern South America and western Ecuador) ………………………. ruidum 

-
Head in perfect full-face view with posterior outline arcuate from eye to eye (including posterior median flange); median eminence of pronotum very high and bluntly rounded; lateral teeth reduced to small obtuse angles (Figs. 1A, B, I ); (Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica …………….... gibbum ??? 
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