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Denise Lujan
Entering Student Experience

The University of Texas at El Paso

Dr. Denise Lujan is the inaugural Director for
the Entering Student Experience unit at The
University of Texas at E]l Paso. Created in 2020,

ESE includes the UTEP University Studies
Courses, Developmental Math, Developmental

English and a host of other programs aimed at
helping students transition to UTEP. She is focused on
creating a holistic experience for entering students

at UTEP by increasing student engagement, agency, and
belonging, as well as academic success and professional preparation. Dr. Lujan
has taught developmental math to underprepared students who enter UTEP for
over twenty years. She was the Director for Developmental Math for thirteen years
and transformed the department to one where student success is at the heart of its
mission. In recognition of this, the department received the coveted Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board Star Award in 2014. Additionally, she was awarded
the Developmental Educator of the Year in 2016 for Texas College Reading and
Learning Association, the Entering Student Faculty Outstanding Advocate for
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