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Introduction 
 
Rio Bosque Wetlands Park is a large park located along the Rio 
Grande at the southeast edge of  the city of  El Paso.  It is the site of  
a long-range project to establish meaningful examples of  the native 
wetland and riparian habitats historically found along the Rio Grande 
in the El Paso region. 
  
Rio Bosque Wetlands Park provides a unique opportunity 
to the El Paso area.  Because past alterations to the Rio 
Grande resulted in the loss of  native vegetation, the park 
will become one of  the few places in the region with a cot-
tonwood-willow bosque, representative of  the river’s 
historic riparian vegetation.  Other areas of  the park will be 
vegetated with native upland plant species or will be man-
aged as moist-soil areas to provide food for migrating 
waterfowl.   
 
In addition to providing a wildlife refuge, Rio Bosque Wet-
lands Park was established to provide a venue for public 
recreation and education.  The park will have valuable wet-
land and riparian habitat for animals, it will provide public 
open space for hiking and biking, and it will offer educa-
tional opportunities for both school children and the 
general public.  In addition, efforts to restore terrestrial and
aquatic habitats provide research opportunities for students
of  all ages.  

   
  

 

 
Great Blue Heron 

Ardea herodias 

The following management plan begins with a description of  the 
historic conditions of  the Rio Grande floodplain so as to articulate 
what we are ‘trying to restore to.’  Then the park’s current conditions are 
described, which are a consequence of  the management of  the river 
for irrigation and flood control purposes.  Next, a vision for the fu-
ture of  the park is presented, along with six specific goals for 
realizing that vision.  The final section, which constitutes the majority 
of  the management plan, presents detailed management recommen-
dations for attaining the six goals. 
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