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The University of Texas at El Paso’s Criminal Justice Department and the Center for Law & Human Behavior 

sponsored a Homeland Security Symposium titled: “The LoneStar Project: What Do We Know about 

Prison Gangs and Gang Members in Texas.”  This symposium was a two-part conversation on understanding 

prison gangs – “competing for control.” In addition, the presenter discussed responding to gangs in prison and 

on the street.     

 

Instructor Biography 

Dr. David Pyrooz – University of Colorado Boulder 

Dr. David Pyrooz is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of Colorado Boulder. He is also a faculty 

associate in the Problem Behavior and Positive Youth Development Program in the Institute of Behavioral 

Science. He received the BS and MS in Criminology from California State University, Fresno, and the PhD in 

Criminology and Criminal Justice from Arizona State University in 2012. Prior to joining the Department of 

Sociology in 2015, he was a faculty member in the College of Criminal Justice at Sam Houston State 

University. He was the 2015 recipient of the inaugural New Scholar Award from the Academy of Criminal 

Justice Sciences and the 2016 recipient of the Ruth Shonle Cavan Young Scholar award from the American 

Society of Criminology. He is the co-author of Confronting Gangs: Crime and Community (Oxford), the co-

editor of The Wiley Handbook of Gangs (Wiley-Blackwell), and the author of a National Institute of Justice 

white paper on the relationship between gang affiliation and restrictive housing in U.S. prisons. 

Topics Covered 

1. Introduction to the research 

2. Understanding Prison Gangs 

3. Responding to Gangs in Prison and on the Street 

Analysis of Symposium Feedback  

The symposium was well-attended with a total of:   

• 100 Confirmed RSVPs  

• 72 Attendees (Approximately 72% of RSVP total)  
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A total of 17 government agencies organization was represented by the symposium attendees.  Attendees from 

New Mexico and Texas attended this event.  This symposium afforded particular attention to participants with 

gang intervention responsibilities.  The following table displays each of the agencies/organizations with the 

total number of representatives in attendance. 

Federal Agencies   State Agencies     

ICE Homeland Security Investigations 02 Department of Public Safety  01 

CBP - Office of Border Patrol  01 UTEP 03 

CBP - Office of Field Operations 07 University of Houston 01 

FBI 06 New Mexico HIDTA 02 

U.S. Probation Office 03   

West Texas Community Supervision and 

Corrections 

04   

ARMY CID 02   

                                                                      Total  25                                                                       Total  7 

Local Agencies   Other  

El Paso Police Department 20   

El Paso County Sheriff’s Department 10   

Socorro Police Department                                                                        03   

Horizon Police Department 01   

Dona Ana County Fire Marshall 03   

El Paso County Juvenile Department 03   

Total 40   
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Every attendee was asked to fill out a symposium evaluation. A total of 60 surveys (83% of total attendees) 

were submitted. Overall, the assessment feedback was overwhelmingly positive (listed percentages are the sum 

of both the “agree” and “strongly agree” percentages): 

 

The seminar met my expectations  90.0% 

The overall topics covered in this seminar were relevant and useful to my current assignment  86.7% 

The seminar description accurately described the seminar content 85.0% 

The seminar increased my knowledge of the subject matter  85.0% 

The seminar increased my interest of the subject matter  85.7% 

The overall quality of this seminar was excellent  91.5% 

The instructors’ presentation style was effective  91.7% 

 

The exit survey also contained the following question (Q3): Would you attend a second more in-depth 

symposium on this topic?  The survey revealed that 96.7% of the symposium participants would attend a 

second more in-depth symposium.  

 

Open-attended responses indicated a common satisfaction with the course with particularly positive comments 

regarding the competence of the instructor and the content’s utility and pertinence to their field of work.  The 

following questions were asked in the exit survey and no edits have been made to the comments with the 

exception of spelling.   

 

Q4. What other topic/subject matter would you like to see presented in similar seminars, tabletop exercises or 

practicums? 

 

 Transitional gang issues Human trafficking Current gang trends  

 Outlaw motorcycle gangs/Gangs and social media 

 Counter terrorism 

 Cyber security. Mexican cartels and other transnational criminal organizations. 

 Terrorism group Immigration (criminal) More on gangs (motorcycle gangs) 

 Alien smuggling and Narcotics smuggling 

 Gang recruitment Gang programs and re- entry rates 

 Additional gang related topics to include motorcycle gangs and gang influence on the military  

 Border criminal justice issues 

 Mental health and sex offenders 

 Threats and techniques and/or other risk factors individuals (gang members/associates testimonials) 

 Terrorism, immigration, and asylum 

 Terrorist groups/ regions Homegrown violent extremists Radicalization and programs for the de-

radicalization Sovereign citizens and domestic terrorism African terrorist groups 

 National security, domestic/international terrorism, radicalization in the prison system. 

 

Q5. If there are any additional comments you have about the seminar topics covered please provide them 

below.  

 

 These symposiums are important but too much emphasis is placed on graphs and charts.  

 It was very well presented symposium. Thankful to have this symposium open to law enforcement. 

 After working in corrections I did not agree with 50% of his study-findings. Everything is not as it seems.  

 Thank you, great symposium! 

 Excellent study. Looking forward to more symposiums. 
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 Good information, would be great in more detail. 

 Excellent presentation! 

 Good presenter 

 Very good speaker, with great information. I appreciate getting the academic perspectives. I hope to get to 

come to more of these. 

 Very informative 

 Interesting, knowledgeable keynote speaker. 

 Gang members are aware of consequences when they join gangs and should not expect different when 

incarcerated. 

 

Webcast Analytics  

This symposium was the thirteenth effort to add a webcast feature as part of the value added deliverable of this 

program.  All fourteen symposiums have been filmed and can be viewed by the public on our website and 

YouTube account to enhance future viewings of the symposium series.    

 

Total views: 337 

Geo-locations:  Arizona, California, Colorado, District of Columbia, Kentucky, New Mexico, Michigan, South 

Carolina, and Texas.  

 

Symposium Series Visibility 

In an effort to promote the symposium series and the work of the Center for Law & Human Behavior(CLHB) 

we have actively engaged on Twitter and local news media outlets. 

 There were nine (9) tweets that were sent just prior, during, and just after the symposium event.  The tweets 

received a total of 1,981 impressions. The number of impressions reflects 20.2% of the total Twitter 

impressions of the Center for Law & Human Behavior’s Twitter account.    

 

Lessons Learned 

As part of the program’s self-evaluation process the following areas will be addressed: 

 Harvesting more precise information of webcast participation is currently being addressed.   

 The number of actual participants fell well below the number of RSVPs. Seek the assistance of the 

Homeland Security Symposium Series Advisory Board to ensure that their agency RSVPs actually attend 

the symposium.  
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