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TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

 

“Do not confine your children 

to your own learning, for they 

were born in another time.” 

           -Chinese proverb  
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Welcome 
Dear College of Education faculty and staff,   

Welcome to issue No. 4 of the COE Technology Newsletter. In this edition we 

will talk about Creating an e-portfolio, Podcasts and a sneak peek at Linux 

operating system.  

Gerardo Urquiza – CoE Technology Implementation Manager 

●Creating an E-portfolio 

 An interview with Jesus Moran, CoE Lab assistant, Engineering Leadership major 

Dear Colleagues, I have the pleasure to introduce to you Mr. Jesus Moran an 

experienced e-portfolio developer, that will be providing valuable information 

on how to create an effective e-portfolio. He is part of our College of Education 

technology team (COE-lab assistants) and ready to assist in creating e-

portfolios.  

What is an e-portfolio?  

An e-portfolio is something similar to an ordinary paper-resume but at the 

same time very different. E-portfolios are made of documented information 

online which makes it accessible to anyone with internet connection. With e-

portfolios anyone is able to share information and experience just like in a re-

sume, but with more materials such as a professional blog with pictures, 

sound and other visual resources.  

What’s your experience and achievements in creating e-portfolios? 

As a designer of my own personal e-portfolio I have been able to share my 

experience as a student by not only indicating basic personal information such 

as GPA and grade level but to share the different situations to which I have 

been exposed to in many projects where several variables changed through-

out the time, the issues I encountered and how they were fixed. All this infor-

mation is accompanied with pictures, videos, and audio that makes it easy for 

me to organize it in a linear sequence and easy for the audience to under-

stand. I was honored to receive an award of recognition in web-

technologies for being able to handle web communication, design and editing 

using HTML/HTML 5. Also for visual communication and web animation.   
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Cont.. Creating an E-portfolio 

Are there different ways to create an e-portfolio? If so, please explain. 

There are many different ways to create an online portfolio, it varies to the background and experience of every per-

son. What I mean by this is that an e-portfolio of a graphic designer will be really different to one of an attorney or a 

doctor. This is because every person has different objectives. Not only layout and content are the variables of how to 

make an online portfolio, there are many software and websites that let an individual create their own online portfolio 

depending on their preference, from experts on html and web design to beginners with no background on creating 

websites at all. 

What are the steps in creating an e-portfolio? 

Depending on your objective, things may look different but there always has to be some sort of order. For me, there's a 

sequence of: 

 Detecting who are you targeting (audience) 

 Setting personal goals 

 Organizing the correct information 

 Using visuals if needed to show your best work 

 Making sure to have different tabs with sufficient professional information 

 Arranging everything with an order and making sure everything tells the story of your development 

What are the main components to consider when creating a e-portfolio?  

Components of an e-portfolio are divided in two separate parts. One is the layout, making sure everything displays 

correctly and is easy to navigate and follow through. The second one is the information and how it will be arranged. 

These two components go hand in hand and might be needed to modify until the main goals are reached. 

Does the education computer lab offer workshops or assistance in creating e-portfolios?  

Here in the education computer lab we offer assistance to whoever is interested in creating an e-portfolio or any kind of 

help regarding different software from Microsoft office to more advanced tools such as Adobe suite and creative cloud. 

For now, we have been developing sets of informational activities with the purpose of offering group workshops to any-

one interested in different topics, creating an e-portfolio included. Also we have an open door policy to all of those that 

need to learn anything regarding software and technology, and even other topics that some of us can help with since 

our team has a diverse background from different majors we pursue such as electrical engineering, mechanical engi-

neering, metallurgy, leadership engineering, civil engineering, computer science and leadership engineering.  

What would be your recommendation, as to tools and resources to use, if I want to create an e-portfolio for the 

first time? 

For beginners and those who want the best quality I would highly recommend "Adobe Portfolio" which needs users to 

have a paid subscription. This software is simple to use and needs no background on HTML or CSS. Having to pay is 

a downside but it's completely worth it since it lets you have your own Domain name with no extension like in most 

"free" websites. You can also keep your whole site password protected or selected pages. It has the best optimization 

for all sorts of devices from where the website might be reached from mobile to pc's. 

There is also the "free" websites that let you do similar work with predetermined layouts such as www.wix.com, 

www.weebly.com, www.wordpress.com, etc. These websites are really simple to use and do let you create a "free" 

website but most restrict you from having your own domain name, and other features if you want them, you would 

have to pay.  

 

http://www.wix.com
http://www.weebly.com
http://www.wordpress.com
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● Tech Links 
 How to Create a 

Weebly (ePortfolio 
Project) 

 
 An example of an 

excellent ePortfolio 
 
 Creating Your E-

Portfolio in Google 
Sites 

 Podcasts for Educa-
tion 

 Podcasting in Educa-
tion 

 Test Drive Linux with 
Nothing But a Fash 
Drive 

 Install Linux on a 
Used Laptop 

 4 Linux Distros for 
Kids 

 This Is the Future of 
Education 

 5 Technologies That 
Will Change Class-
room Education 

 

● Did you know? 
TeacherTube is a free communi-

ty for sharing instructional videos 

and content for teachers and 

students. 

Linux powers the New York 

Stock Exchange as well. Linux 

has surpassed the traditional 

Unix, thanks to its fast compu-

ting. 

Podcast borrows its name from 

the Apple “iPod” and 

"broadcast". 

● Podcasts  
Podcasts are free audio programs distributed over the Internet. You can download 

and listen to them as you please, essentially creating a radio station focused en-

tirely on the topics you want to listen to. There are podcasts out there covering 

almost any topic that you can imagine. 

How do people find interesting podcasts to listen to? Most of the time, people lis-

ten to podcasts using a podcast manager. A podcast manager is simply a piece of 

software that helps you find podcasts to listen to and keeps track of which pod-

cast episodes you’ve not listened to.  

How do I listen to podcasts? 

Desktop 

Desktop programs allow you to download podcasts to your personal computer.  

iTunes (http://www.apple.com/itunes/) is easily the most ubiquitous podcast man-

agement tool. It works spectacularly well as a desktop podcast manager and al-

lows you to easily find podcasts to listen to for free through the iTunes Store.  

gPodder (http://gpodder.org/) is probably the best desktop alternative to iTunes. It 

also has an integrated podcast directory that makes it easy to find new podcasts 

to listen to with just a few clicks and integrates well with Android mobile devices. 

 Web-Based 

These options allow you to play podcasts directly from your web browser. These 

are great if you move from computer to computer and device to device.   

ShortOrange (http://shortorange.com/) offers a great and easy-to-use interface 

on both desktop and mobile web browsers and you can play around with it without 

having an account (though it won’t track subscriptions or listens for you).  

Player.FM (https://player.fm/) is similar to ShortOrange but offers dedicated mo-

bile apps for iOS and Android devices. If you alternate between a wide variety of 

desktop and mobile devices, this is probably the best choice. 

Mobile 

You have a lot of options if you listen to podcasts primarily on mobile devices. 

Here are two that really stand out. Overcast (https://overcast.fm/) is a recom-

mended podcast manager for iOS. Pocket Casts (http://www.shiftyjelly.com/

pocketcasts), on the other hand, is my recommendation for Android users.  

How to find podcasts to listen to?  

All the mentioned podcast managers are integrated with a podcast directory that 

enables you to easily look for podcast recommendations based on topic.  There 

are many, podcasts out there to enjoy listening to. Here is a suggestion on a high-

er education podcast. 

Teaching In Higher Ed: Faculty Development for Professors To Facilitate Learning 

for Students 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OrAXJT2YqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OrAXJT2YqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OrAXJT2YqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_FmRH6Lj5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_FmRH6Lj5c
file:///C:/Users/gurquiza/OneDrive/Documents/Creating%20Your%20E-Portfolio%20in%20Google%20Sites
file:///C:/Users/gurquiza/OneDrive/Documents/Creating%20Your%20E-Portfolio%20in%20Google%20Sites
file:///C:/Users/gurquiza/OneDrive/Documents/Creating%20Your%20E-Portfolio%20in%20Google%20Sites
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KE1p3HMlFsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KE1p3HMlFsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vNO8dNSdEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vNO8dNSdEI
https://opensource.com/life/14/10/test-drive-linux-nothing-flash-drive
https://opensource.com/life/14/10/test-drive-linux-nothing-flash-drive
https://opensource.com/life/14/10/test-drive-linux-nothing-flash-drive
https://opensource.com/life/14/12/install-linux-used-laptop
https://opensource.com/life/14/12/install-linux-used-laptop
https://opensource.com/education/14/1/teaching-kids-linux
https://opensource.com/education/14/1/teaching-kids-linux
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQ-tjdMnHlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQ-tjdMnHlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loFL5gT_m8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loFL5gT_m8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loFL5gT_m8I
http://teachertube.com
http://www.apple.com/itunes/
http://gpodder.org/
http://shortorange.com/
https://player.fm/
http://www.shiftyjelly.com/pocketcasts
http://www.shiftyjelly.com/pocketcasts
https://player.fm/series/teaching-in-higher-ed-faculty-development-for-professors-to-facilitate-learning-for-students-1046514
https://player.fm/series/teaching-in-higher-ed-faculty-development-for-professors-to-facilitate-learning-for-students-1046514
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● Sneak Peek at Linux  
Do you have an old computer that cannot handle windows or did you lose your windows OS license? Whatever the situation 

is, there’s an operating system alternative that been around for some time now that is FREE! Linux is an open source operat-

ing system that can bring life back to an old system, making it faster and secure.  

What is Linux? 

Linux is the best-known and most-used open source operating system. As an operating system, Linux is software that sits 

underneath all of the other software on a computer, receiving requests from those programs and relaying these requests to 

the computer’s hardware. 

How does Linux differ from other operating systems? 

In many ways Linux is similar to other operating systems you may have used before, such as Windows, OS X, or iOS. Like 

other operating systems, Linux has a graphical interface, and types of software you are accustomed to using on other oper-

ating systems, such as word processing applications, have Linux equivalents. 

But Linux also is different from other operating systems in many important ways. First, and most importantly, Linux is open 

source software. The code used to create Linux is free and available to the public to view, edit, and to contribute to. 

Linux is also different in that, although the core pieces of the Linux operating system are generally common, there are many 

distributions of Linux, which include different software options. This means that Linux is incredibly customizable, because not 

just applications, such as word processors and web browsers, can be swapped out. Linux users also can choose core com-

ponents, such as which system displays graphics, and other user-interface components. 

What is a “distribution?" 

Linux has a number of different versions to suit nearly any type of user. From new users to hard-core users, you’ll find a 

“flavor” of Linux to match your needs. These versions are called distributions (or, in the short form, “distros.”) Nearly every 

distribution of Linux can be downloaded for free, burned onto disk (or USB thumb drive), and installed (on as many machines 

as you like).  

Photo credit q-linux.com 
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Cont.. Sneak Peak at Linux  

What is a “distribution?" 

Linux has a number of different versions to suit nearly any type of user. From new users to hard-core users, you’ll find a 

“flavor” of Linux to match your needs. These versions are called distributions (or, in the short form, “distros.”) Nearly every 

distribution of Linux can be downloaded for free, burned onto disk (or USB thumb drive), and installed (on as many machines 

as you like). 

What is the difference between Unix and Linux? 

You may have heard of Unix, which is an operating system developed in the 1970s at Bell Labs by Ken Thompson, Dennis 

Ritchie, and others. Unix and Linux are similar in many ways, and in fact, Linux was originally created to be similar to Unix. 

Both have similar tools for interfacing with the systems, programming tools, file system layouts, and other key components. 

However, Unix is not free. 

Who uses Linux? 

You’re probably already using Linux, whether you know it or not. Between one- and two-thirds of the webpages on the Inter-

net are generated by servers running Linux. Companies and individuals choose Linux for their servers because it is secure, 

and you can receive excellent support from a large community of users.  Many of the devices you own probably, such as An-

droid phones, digital storage devices, personal video recorders, cameras, wearables, and more, also run Linux.  

Who “owns” Linux? 

Linux is freely available to anyone. However, the trademark on the name “Linux” rests with its creator, Linus Torvalds. The 

source code for Linux is under copyright by its many individual authors, and licensed under the GPLv2 license. 

How can I get started using Linux? 

There’s some chance you’re using Linux already and don’t know it, but if you’d like to install Linux on your home computer to 

try it out, the easiest way is to pick a popular distribution that is designed for your platform (for example, laptop or tablet de-

vice) and give it a shot. Although there are numerous distributions available, most of the older, well-known distributions are 

good choices for beginners because they have large user communities that can help answer questions if you get stuck or 

can’t figure things out. Popular distributions include Debian, Fedora, Mint, and Ubuntu, but there are many others. 

Need more information about Linux, click here.  

 In the News 
The College of Education is proud to announce that Apple TVs have been added to the following rooms: 

100D, 105, 307, 400A, 402, 403, 405 (classroom of the future), 408, 411 and 413. This will allow any faculty, staff or student 

to connect their Apple devices and share information in class via Apple TV. In addition, Ubi smart board technology has been 

added to rooms 100D and 403. Visit the education computer lab located in 401 for support.  

In addition, the College of Education Computer Lab is offering extra-services for anyone who wants to visit our location from 

8:00 am to 12:00 on Saturdays. Help in different topics is available for anyone interested.  

Cont.. 

http://www.debian.org/
https://getfedora.org/
http://www.linuxmint.com/
http://www.ubuntu.com/
https://www.linux.com/what-is-linux
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Cont.. In the News 

Topics range from: 

 Basic to intermediate experimentation with Adobe Photoshop, Dreamweaver, and Muse 

 Adobe Photoshop: Basics, Tools, Smart Objects, Textures, Brushes, Fonts, Emulators, Portraits 

 Dreamweaver: First look at Dreamweaver, Creative Cloud, Android and iOS building, creating an HTML5 website, essen-

tial training, jQuery, etc. 

 Tutoring in using Microsoft Word such as creating templates, customization of paper for different purposes like a trifold, 

cards, etc. Using formulas, creating graphs, mathematical equations, and more 

 E-portfolio development 

 Linux tutorials from how to install, navigation, advantages and disadvantages contrast with Windows and Mac 

 Understanding web security. How to prevent malicious threads 

 Developing games with Unity using C# languages 

 JAVA language 

 C language and PHP 

 3D design in software such as AutoCAD, Solid works, etc. 

 

Hours of operation for the Education Computer Lab located in room 401 have been extended: 

Fall Semester 

Monday –Thursday 8:00 am- 7:30 pm 

Fridays 8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Saturdays 8:00 am – 12 Noon 

Contact Us 

If you would like to be a contributor or for more information about this newsletter please contact us at:  

coetechnews@utep.edu  

Sources 

Hamm, Trent: Everything You Need to Know About Listening to Podcasts, My Favorite Free Form of Entertainment 

[Unattributed]: What is Linux? 

http://www.thesimpledollar.com/everything-you-need-to-know-about-listening-to-podcasts-my-favorite-free-form-of-entertainment/
https://opensource.com/resources/what-is-linux

