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Tracing Our Roots:  
DNA, Family History, and the Politics of Identity 

 

Click here to view course promo video.  

How does DNA reshape our understanding of ancestry, colonial society, and identity in 
the Americas? In this course, we will explore the science and methodology of genetic 
genealogy through the lens of first contact between European and Indigenous peoples. 
Using the New Mexico DNA Project as a central case study, we will examine how Y-DNA 
and mitochondrial DNA can confirm, complicate, and challenge traditional research. 
Topics include Y-DNA Adam, Indigenous maternal haplogroups, the Spanish castas 
system, and colonial identity. We will consider the ethical and political implications of 
DNA testing and the limits of what genetic evidence can, and cannot, reveal about race 
and belonging. 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/1183453408?fl=ml&fe=ec
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YOUR INSTRUCTOR: Angel Cervantes 

 

Angelo Cervantes is an anthropological genetic genealogist and history researcher who has conducted 
archival work in Mexico and Spain. Cervantes teaches at the University of New Mexico and founded the 
Iberian Peninsula DNA Institute, offering DNA consulting and courses in anthropological genetics. He 
pioneered anthropological genetic genealogy through the creation of the New Mexico DNA Project, now a 
major Hispanic DNA database. He has appeared on PBS and frequently lectures on genetic genealogy in the 
US and Mexico. 

WEDNESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 30 THROUGH NOVEMBER 4 
4 p.m. PT | 5 p.m. MT | 6 p.m. CT | 7 p.m. ET 

Each live session is 90 minutes 

• Wednesday, September 30 
• Wednesday, October 67 
• Wednesday, October 14 
• Wednesday, October 21 
• Wednesday, October 28 
• Wednesday, November 4 

 

For more information:  Call OLLI at (915) 747-6280 or via email at olli@utep.edu 

mailto:olli@utep.edu

