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University of Texas at El Paso
FACULTY SENATE Meeting
Tuesday, December 3, 2024, 1:30 pm to 2:50 pm
Blumberg Auditorium, University Library

Minutes

Call to Order - Bruce Cushing, Faculty Senate President

Determination of a Quorum and the seating of Alternates - Jose Herrera, Parliamentarian
Consent Agenda - Nigel Ward, Approval of Senate Minutes from November 12

Acceptance or Modification of the Agenda

Announcements — The off-site retreat, Friday Jan 24, 9-3, will be moderated by Stacey
Sowards. It will include Executive Committee members, Committee Chairs, and one
extra representative from each college. The agenda will likely include discussion of
bylaws and committee organization

Reports of Standing or Special Committees

A. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (Abed): 30+ proposals. Unanimously
approved.

Old or Unfinished Business (Carrola): The previously-mentioned proposed changes to
the Regents Rules regarding faculty titles, etc. are on the Faculty Senate website, and
analysis so far regarding which are substantive will soon be posted. Comments are
welcome and will be forwarded to the Provost and to the System-level Faculty
Advisory Council.

New Business/Announcements

A. Procedural Vote: Based on Executive Committee discussion, Dr. Cushing called for
a discussion and a vote on “Should administrators serve as Faculty Representatives on
committees (members of the Dean’s Office)?” Discussion revealed that this is intended
primarily to constrain the Committee on Committees, and that it is not intended to
exclude Chairs. Paper ballots 2 yes, 6 no; online, 7 yes, 35 no.

B. Vote on new Title IX Hearing Officer nominations Ted Curry and Caitlyn Muniz,
who were nominated by Gabriel Ramirez, Title IX Coordinator. Based on the fact that
Muniz is serving as an Associate Dean, about 6 voted to table discussion of her
nomination, with about 3 voting against. For Curry, voting on his nomination was
positive (online 29 yes, 5 no; paper 7 yes, 1 no).

C. The issue of whether to establish an ad hoc Faculty grievance committee. The
Faculty Welfare, Responsibility, and Ethics Committee is responsible also for Faculty
Ethics, that is, handling accusations against faculty. It has not been handling Faculty
grievances against the administration, although its previous name, the Faculty Welfare



Committee, better suggested the possibility of such a role. Jack Chessa, committee
chair said that it could examine grievances, but a new committee would also be fine.
Cushing stated that faculty have been telling him about various issues, and feeling they
have nowhere to take them to. In discussion of the role of Ombudsman, it was noted
tht he cannot bring issues to the Senate floor, but an ad hoc committee could do so.
Cushing invited someone to move the creation of a such an ad hoc committee, and
Freudenthal did so. It was observed that the charge and nature of the committee were
not specified. A friendly amendment to work out these details at the retreat in
January was approved by about 20 to 3 votes. Creation of the committee was
approved by show of hands, about 20 to 5.

9. Executive Session 2:32 - 2:50

10. Adjournment

next meeting: not in January, but rather February 11, again 1:30 to 2:50 pm in the Blumberg



