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Today:
1) Polishing your professional identity
2) Perfecting your professional documents
3) Looking and sounding the part
4) Exploring opportunities
5) Staying organized & professional.
6) Q&A with recent job seeker



1) Polish your professional 
identity

 What are your value and values?

 Think, Pair, Share



2) Perfect your 
professional 
documents



Social Media
 What platforms are you on?
 What’s the purpose of those accounts?
 What are the risks and benefits?
 How can you better manage your social 

media?
• Privacy settings
• Moderating Tone/Content
• Deleting/Freezing accounts



 Brainstorm common interview 

questions.

 General

 Industry specific

3) Look and 

sound the part



ver•sa•tile PhD 
(adjective)

1. Capable of doing many 
things competently

2. Having many uses or serving 
many functions

3. Capable of moving freely in 
all directions
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4) Explore 
Opportunities



The Branching Career Pipeline

Pipes not to scale; they vary by 

academic discipline8

Graduate Training
Postdoc

Adjunct

TT Prof or PI

Other

Careers

Other

Careers



The Good News

You are not alone

PhDs & ABDs work in all sectors

Demand for grad degrees is rising

Your desires may change

You DO have marketable skills

Careers outside the academy have 

advantages
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PhD Career Finder
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Other Useful Features of VPhD

 Supportive, confidential discussion forums – not just 
grad students but successful post-academics too, 
answering your questions

 Job Listings for Hum/SS and STEM PhDs

 Local meetups in many cities

 Good Twitter feed @VersatilePhD

 LinkedIn group: Versatile PhD
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• First time must be on campus or VPN:
http://essrvshp00.utep.edu/sites/estech
/gradschoolpublic/SitePages/Home.aspx

• Good for one year.
• After that: https://versatilephd.com/

http://essrvshp00.utep.edu/sites/estech/gradschoolpublic/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://versatilephd.com/


• Why is it important to 

stay organized?

• How have you stayed 

(un)organized in prior 

searches?

• What resources & best 

practices exist?

5) Stay organized and 

professional



Aaron’s Bonus Tips

1) Cast a wide net (but stick to your values).
2) Use a spreadsheet.
3) Use your existing connections (and those 

of your mentors, friends, and colleagues).
4) Take care of yourself.
5) Pace yourself.



Resources & Postings
https://www.linkedin.com/learning
http://www.nationalpostdoc.org/?page=CareerPlanning
http://www.nationalpostdoc.org/?page=CareerOptions
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice?utm_source=ihe&utm_medium=caree
rs-site&utm_content=header-link
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2013/03/25/the-7-top-websites-
for-nonprofit-jobs/#e69522a73220
https://www.monster.com/
https://www.teachers-teachers.com/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://chroniclevitae.com
https://connect.mla.hcommons.org/

https://www.linkedin.com/learning
http://www.nationalpostdoc.org/?page=CareerPlanning
http://www.nationalpostdoc.org/?page=CareerOptions
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice?utm_source=ihe&utm_medium=careers-site&utm_content=header-link
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2013/03/25/the-7-top-websites-for-nonprofit-jobs/#e69522a73220
https://www.monster.com/
https://www.teachers-teachers.com/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://chroniclevitae.com
https://connect.mla.hcommons.org/


How I Got The 

Job
Allyson S. Hughes, M.A.

As of March 2018:

• UTEP PhD candidate in Psychology

• diabetes researcher 

• recent survivor of the job  market 

• applied early and selectively



How Allyson Landed a Job…

 Poster session

 Hook Line and Sinker for 6 months

 Breakup with Company

 Referral to new company

 1 = director

 2 = HR

 3 = meeting the whole team on video chat

 4 = Boston

What her Interviews Looked Like



Books Allyson Recommends



Where to Find Jobs…

 Networking at conferences

 Listservs

 Linkedin

Other resources from Allyson
1) Easy tips for planning for the job market

2) This is more how to survive working 

while obtaining a graduate degree

3) This is a ranty blog post with colorful 

language but the hustle section really 

spoke to me

4) This lists 8 inspiring post-PhD interview 

websites

http://secure-web.cisco.com/1QKWOy3Q3FahCP2QIoLPXR2D3pezlP8a4w1-PtmJOgjIQNrgolJ1IHQ_PGtzFl95riV4q_LmiligUDkkQ4Vq6YpjMD26y-5AyV1Q-qs24gKkws15p9UugwIdpqsOXDkKxTHP7aXB6v4zFvx7sqH8tQBMR9WBNFzrIU_7hpdEqPxERMetrt1YBilGpCwei-QqYjvGnADA_U0Btmm4A67fgH2cTbt5ZFbfwNKZ_j4uQq85wgqBccFAHVKqvbDj7vB1fk7gUGtSkrrswIFpDbp0qPv04qOfaq7X7pvL_L_5zmCVFBBeeGMfmwesj17BuXQttTR87XBZ-4WEV0uhuAh5OCg/http://www.quintcareers.com/career_planning_tips.html
http://secure-web.cisco.com/18OXjiFmbY3MYK4vP1dZc9yHsaDYwzN4dIN-gPYnpxXcBj85A__IIv2pZVtcUOnatXtbqIwRL6HoPVdqmvAcmEo7AVUQkvjeYjnYrwVUlXCI-ZaR77xax8jpULUS8y-_EhaP7uJ_LFWwsC7lxq9Ax2n_DwJqzoaKzLerpojNZWtBwK0j3HCpS9UD-ZsIsTI-KQCVyHceC5-If7ITAfR9bnS6UHK5V6efuZFlqwxhjfJfaLdwjVwc3ZkVNqlVhFtJNXJ4Je0vYr5W4dWJgPxsTmlfBqYX9ODyWSWNCXxl-3jNH26yZbs6GJ2alh24ZUoeOGJVR7Qqj7ZxqkhrK_hBa5g/http://www.nextscientist.com/work-life-balance-in-academia/
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1CAZ5DcdLBp_mmjd_8ZTxPjf_kbkeJ58peuBUCbrOp0Zc9nCdum9ZO82nZg6-zVgCzvND1SPeRE20RBpMyLmeswi27NZ7YcPmSiBw_AvX7PArzwnY_S3i0SzqQp5epoEaLQCuNiWFh4fRHiEBuDBUdABRh-oIw_9xc-gNdKtMtXkp-jICDFwBTZXbCLwO0BEwZK7ralK5OSamQazeG-ojaoa2GsYOyKHCxtf_IDippBzx7C4vayrqOC44odS-w1Glethg-AzkbREQkBOv8N7xcx8xUt22usLTAdNvy9v8UlHzzwu3A2vRdLWoLgFLwhg6nahiPBl64F5p0S4Xd0gX0A/http://www.nextscientist.com/job-in-industry-after-your-phd/
http://secure-web.cisco.com/12nB3Dni2ZVvEVnxIEMFErPpSTFpe56gUvk_UcyMeyGzduQ_Lb9q_m5_-gcN8fGfUWpEJkmE5lyaTve8nwBT2qXmvIyATXRYp0Tpf7YwQT5RIEdrHLjr3W-ZwjBoifEjUJGhZVIsu9RYUopgFqT7nJSJPyB-qJ6akLTZY1U7JBmJQNE9rwsmXXQeZufDh93VMiBCzH7COrflsHaM7FjvPFxMO_ty-x6-G0pCV10Dl5iISTZR6sFmjBJhUpl9X1_e2otd0TMji6XFIhEgQmW4gBeLLB6888AELEw95mjLVIqh4yFe0Qae9cqmV-zCsIOC6/http://jobsontoast.com/after-the-phd

