PASO DEL NORTE ECONOMIC INDICATOR REVIEW

Key Takeaways

Employment

- From January 2024 to January 2025, El Paso added
7.600 jobs (2.2%), and Las Cruces gained 100 jobs (0.1%).
Meanwhile, Ciudad Judrez lost 8,600 jobs (-1.7%) over the
same period.

- Both Ciudad Juarez and Las Cruces reported losses in the
manufacturing sector between January 2024 and January
2025, declining by 9,600 jobs (-3.0%) and 100 jobs (-3.1%),
respectively. In contrast, during this period manufacturing
employment in El Paso remained stable.

Border Encounters

- Total national border encounters decreased by 47.6%
in 2024 compared to 2023, while Southwest border
encounters declined by 48.5%, falling from approximately
2.1 million to 1.1 million over the same period.

- All sectors along the Southwest border saw a decrease
in encounters in 2024 compared to 2023 Moreover,
encounters with nationals of all countries at the Southwest
border saw a significant decline during this period.

Remittances

- In 2024, remittances to Mexico rose overall compared to
2023. However, remittances to northern border states
decreased by $486.8 million (-6.4%) while remittances
to non-border states increased by $1,914.5 million (3.4%)
during the same period.?

- The top ten northern Mexican border cities in terms of
remittances received in 2024 collectively experienced
a notable $153.1 million (-6.7%) decline in remittances
compared to 20233

Employment

Continued Losses and Stagnant
Growth in Non-Farm Employment in
the Region

Non-farm employment presented growth in El Paso and Las
Cruces in January 2025 compared to levels for 2024, while
Ciudad Juarez continued experiencing declines.

Nationally, the U.S.added 1,976,000 non-farm jobs (1.3%)
on a YoY basis in January 2025. During the same period,
El Paso and Las Cruces experienced YoY gains of 7,600
jobs (2.2%) and 100 jobs (0.1%), respectively. Meanwhile,

1 The Southwest sectors include Big Bend, TX; Del Rio, TX; El Centro, TX; El Paso, TX; Laredo, TX; Rio
Grande, TX; San Diego, CA; Tucson, AZ; and Yuma, AZ.

2 The northern Mexican border states include Baja California, Coahuila, Chihuahua, Nuevo Leon, Sonora,
and Tamaulipas.

3 The top ten northern Mexican border cities include Tijuana, Juarez, Mexicali, Reynosa, Guadalupe,
Nuevo Laredo, San Luis Rio Colorado, Nogales, Acufia, and Piedras Negras.
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Quick-Glance Indicators

Unemployment Rates for U.S., State, and Selected MSA Economies
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Data as of December 2024. The shaded area indicates recession as defined by the National Bureau of Economic Research
(2020 recession began in February and ended in April).

Source: Hunt Institute calculations using data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Data as of December 2024. Shaded area indicates recession as defined by the National Bureau of Economic Research
(2020 recession began in February and ended in April).
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Preliminary data for January 2025. Shaded area indicates recession as defined by the National Bureau of Economic
Research (2020 recession began in February and ended in April).

Source: Hunt Institute calculations using data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social.
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Ciudad Judrez reported a loss of 9400 jobs (-1.8%), largely
driven by a decline in the manufacturing sector, which
lost approximately 8,800 jobs (-3.0%). In Ciudad Judrez,
uncertainty in the manufacturing sector persists over the 25%
tariffs that President Trump may impose in the remainder of
2025, while the city's business leaders warn that the situation
is already critical due to declining foreign direct investment
and potential plant closures.*

The Hunt Institute tracks five non-farm employment sectors
in the Paso del Norte region. In El Paso, the following sectors
experienced employment growth on a YoY basis from January
2024 to January 2025: services grew by 6,300 jobs (2.6%) and
trade by 1,400 jobs (2.7%), while mining and construction lost
100 jobs (-0.6%), and the remaining sectors, manufacturing
and transportation, warehousing, and utilities, remained
stagnant. Las Cruces registered growth in two out of the five
sectors: mining and construction by 500 jobs (11.9%) and
transportation, warehousing, and utilities by 100 jobs (3.8%),
while services lost 400 jobs (-0.7%) and manufacturing lost
100 jobs (-3.1%), while trade remained stagnant.

Paso del Norte Total Non-Farm Employment by Sector,
(Year-over-Year)
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Note: Preliminary data for January 2025. Services excludes Transportation and Utilities, and Trade. Numbers are
rounded to the nearest hundred

Source: Hunt Institute calculations using data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and Instituto Mexicano
del Seguro Social.

4 “El epicentro de la maquila mexicana pierde 45.000 empleos por la incertidumbre arancelaria’. EFE (Madrid,
Spain), February 18, 2025. https://efe.com/economia/2025-02-18/maquila-mexicana-empleos-aranceles
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Border Encounters
Sharp Decline in Southwest Border
Encounters in 2024

Total National border encounters as well as the Southwest border
encounters experienced a steep drop in 2024 compared to 2023,
decreasing by 47.6% and 48.5%, respectively.

All sectors of the Southwest border experienced a decline in
encounters in 2024 compared to 2023, with the Rio Grande,
Del Rio, and Yuma sectors recording the largest relative
decreases at 73.3%, 71.5%, and 64.2%, respectively, while San
Diego saw the smallest decline at 3.3%. Moreover, El Paso
experienced a significant decrease in border encounters by
approximately 39.8%. This sharp drop in Southwest border
encounters in 2024 was driven by stricter asylum policies
under President Biden's June 2024 executive order and
enhanced enforcement by Mexican authorities, significantly
reducing unauthorized crossings.

United States Border Patrol (USBP) encounters include Title
8 Apprehensions and Title 42 Expulsions, with demographic
categories such as family unit encounters (FMU),
unaccompanied children (UC), and single adult encounters
(SA).. In 2024, 609% of encounters at the Southwest border
involved single adults, 31.2% involved family units, and 7.8%
involved unaccompanied children.

Southwest Border Encounters by Sector

2024 Total
B-A
Sector B-A
A B (A%)
FMU SA uc 2023 2024
Big Bend. TX 591 3918 260 9,033 4,769 (4.26L)  -472%

Del Rio, TX 38199 63,834 12,748 402,746 N4781 (287965)  -715%

El Centro,

A 5135 8,876 686 32,530 14,697 (17.833)  -54.8%

El Paso, TX 45244 147088 14,401 343337 206733 (136,604) -39.8%

Laredo, TX 5123 20641 4157 39,875 29921 (9954) -250%
$;’ Genel 26181 40321 21798 323137 86300 (236:837) -733%
EZ” Diego. 63547 193485 6663 272675 263695  (8980)  -33%

Tucson, AZ 126178 144,666 19471 505,188 290315 (214.873)  -425%

Yuma, AZ 20341 1646 2186 112080 40173 (71907) -64.2%
SOULWESt 255 529 640475 82370 2040601 1051384  (989217) -48.5%
Border Total

National

o 332792 661696 82638 2057266 1077126  (980140)  -476%

Note: Numbers in parentheses indicate negative numbers. Numbers are by calendar year; USBP reports by
fiscal year from October to September. FMU are family unit encounters, UC are unaccompanied children’s
encounters and SA are single adult encounters.

Source: Hunt Institute calculations using data from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection

5 Pew Research. "Migrant Encounters at U.S.-Mexico Border Have Fallen Sharply in 2024." Pew Research Center,
October 1, 2024. https://

border-have-fallen-sharpl

arch.org/short-reads/2024/10/01/migrant-encounters-at-u-s-mexico

6 Apprehensions refers to the physical control or temporary detainment of a person by USBP between POEs
who is not lawfully in the U.S. which may or may not result in an arrest. Title 42 Expulsions refers to individuals
encountered by USBP and OFO and expelled to the country of last transit or home country in the interest of
public health under Title 42 U.S.C. 265 from March 21, 2020 to May 11, 2023.


https://efe.com/economia/2025-02-18/maquila-mexicana-empleos-aranceles/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/10/01/migrant-encounters-at-u-s-mexico-border-have-fallen-sharply-in-2024/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/10/01/migrant-encounters-at-u-s-mexico-border-have-fallen-sharply-in-2024/
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There was a declining trend in Southwest Border encounter
patterns by citizenship in 2024 relative to 2023. Over the
same period, encounters with Venezuelan nationals dropped
by 84.6%, marking the largest percentage decline among
all nationalities. Additionally, encounters with Russian and
Haitian citizens declined by 79.5% and 76.9%, respectively.

In 2024, encounters with Venezuelan nationals decreased
by 224.5 thousand compared to 2023, marking the largest
total decline in encounters among all nationalities. Moreover,
encounters with Mexican citizens decreased by 184.8
thousand.

Southwest Border Encounters by Citizenship

Citizenship 20A23 2321. B-A (2;2)
Brazil 27977 20,852 (7125) -25.5%
China 37153 25,823 (M.330) -30.5%
Colombia 148,320 77235 (71,085) -479%
Cuba 18270 6981 (1,289) -61.8%
Ecuador 120,536 80,024 (40,512) -33.6%
El Salvador 57,841 32,385 (25.456) -44.0%
Guatemala 254,030 132,225 (121,805) -479%
Haiti 2444 564 (1.880) 769%
Honduras 203147 69114 (134,033) -66.0%
India 43,694 19,685 (24,009) -549%
Mexico 592,729 407936 (184,793) -31.2%
Nicaragua 22,797 18,764 (4,033) 177%
Other 165,616 87,51 (78,105) -47.2%
Peru 59,693 21,518 (38175) -64.0%
Romania 1,826 723 (1103) -60.4%
Russia 3422 703 @719) 795%
Turkey 15,637 8,402 (7,235) -46.3%
Venezuela 265,374 40,855 (224,519) -84.6%

Note: Encounters involving Canadian, Ukrainian, Philippine, and Burmese citizenship were excluded due to the
availability of data.
Source: Hunt Institute calculations using data from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

Remittances
Decline in Remittances to Northern
Mexican Border States in 2024

Despite a nationwide increase in remittances to Mexico of around
$1,4277 million (2.3%) in 2024 compared to 2023, the northern
Mexican border states experienced a decrease of around $486.8
million (-6.4%).

During 2024, non-border Mexican states continued to be the
primary recipients of remittances, experiencing an increase
of $1914.5 million (3.4%) compared to 2023. In contrast, all
border states registered a decline in remittances during the
same period, with Nuevo Ledn recording the largest decrease,
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totaling $116.7 million (-7.9%). Chihuahua received the largest
amount in remittances during 2024, totaling $1,477.5 million.
The flow of remittances to the top ten northern Mexican
border cities in terms of remittances received in 2024
experienced a significant decline compared to 2023. Total
remittances to these cities declined by $153.1 million (-6.7%).
During the same period, Judrez experienced the largest Year-
over-Year decrease of $52.3 million (-11.7%). However, Ciudad
Judrez was still the second-largest northern Mexican border
city to receive remittances in 2024, totaling $394.6 million.

Remittances to Mexican Border States, Million USD

Region 25\23 ZOBZA B-A (2;2)
Baja California S1.4473 S1.4471 (50.2) 0.0%
Coahuila $1,051.8 $951.2 (5100.7) 9.6%
Chihuahua 51,5919 S1,4775 (S114.4) -72%
Nuevo Leén S14717 $1355.0 (61167) 79%
Sonora S915.4 S844.7 (570.7) 77%
Tamaulipas $11009 $1,016.8 (584.1) 7.6%
Border States §7,5791 $§7,092.3 (5486.8) -6.4%
Non-Border States $55,739.6 $57,654.1 $1914.5 3.4%
Mexico $63,3187 S64,746.4 S1,4277 2.3%

Note: Border states refer to the Mexican states along its northern border. The figures are preliminary.
Source: Hunt Institute calculations using data from Banco de México.

Top Ten Mexican Border Cities Receiving Remittances, Million USD

Region 2c¢23 20824 B-A (2;2)
Tijuana 57874 57883 509 01%
Juarez SL4L69 S394.6 (552.3) 1.7%
Mexicali 52711 52652 (659)  22%
Reynosa $162.6 S138.4 (5242)  -149%
Guadalupe S154.9 SN7.4 (5375)  -242%
Nuevo Laredo $108.6 $109.2 S0.7 0.6%
San Luis Rio Colorado $91.0 S87.4 (-$3.6) -4.0%
Nogales $93.0 $86.0 (-57.0) 7.5%
Acufia 5912 5857 (555  -60%
Piedras Negras $92.6 S74.1 (-$185)  -20.0%
Total $2,299.3 $2,146.2 (-$153.7) -6.7%

Note: Top ten from 2024 on Mexico's northern border.
Source: Hunt Institute calculations using data from Banco de México.

About Hunt Institute for Global Competitiveness
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Region that includes the binational communities of El Paso, Texas; Las
Cruces, N.M.; and Ciudad Judrez, Mexico. The mission of the Hunt Institute
is to produce high-quality market analysis tools that strengthen regional
and binational cross-border social and economic development.
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