Genus Rhopalothrix 
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Fig. 1. Side view of a worker of Rhopalothrix sp. (from Serna, 1999).
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Fig. 2. Head of a worker of Rhopalothrix sp. (from Serna, 1999).
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Fig. 3. Mandible of a worker of Rhopalothrix sp. (from Serna, 1999).
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Fig. 4. Head of a worker of Rhopalothrix diadema from New Guinea (from Brown and Kempf, 1960).
Key to New World Species of Rhopalothrix

(Worker and Females)

1.
Body covered with numerous erect, bristly, slender clavate and truncate hairs, over 30 on head alone (only female known, Fig. xx) n. Argentina …………………………… ………….. kusnezovi Brown & Kempf
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Fig. 5. Head of a female of Rhopalothrix kusnezovi (from Brown and Kempf, 1960).
-
Pilosity otherwise; head either without conspicuous pilosity, or with a patterned arrangement of up to 20 broadened hairs on the posterior dorsum (Figs. xx) ..……..…………………. 2
2(1).
Posterior half of head with about 20 broadened hairs arranged in symmetrical pattern; compound eyes distinct in workers; size larger, head proper over 0.65 mm long (Fig. xx); Colombia ……………….. ciliata Mayr
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Fig. 6. Head of a worker of Rhopalothrix ciliata (from Brown and Kempf, 1960).

-
Posterior half of head without conspicuous erect or broadened pilosity; size smaller, head under 0.65 mm long ……………..………………………… 3
3(2).
Labrum with transverse apical margin merely sinuate or feebly emarginate, not divided by a deep cleft (Fig. xx); southern Mexico ………….. …………... stannardi Brown & Kempf
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Fig. 7. Head of a worker of Rhopalothrix stannardi (from Brown and Kempf, 1960).

-
Labrum with a deep median cleft or notch extending inward from its apex nearly to its midlength ….…………… 4
4(3).
Subapical spiniform tooth of mandible much longer than basal width of mandible; anterior clypeal margin convex in the middle (Panamá) …… ………………….……. isthmica Weber
 -
Subapical spiniform tooth of mandible not or scarcely longer than basal width of mandible; anterior clypeal margin concave in the middle …….. 5
5(4).
Dorsum of head with pair of well-defined, transverse ridges; clypeus without conspicuous subappressed, oval setae ….. weberi  Brown and Kempf
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Fig. 8. Head of a worker of R. weberi (Tambak [or Dirkshoop], Surinam), showing the two transverse ridges.
-
Dorsum of head without pair of well-defined, transverse ridges; clypeus with conspicuous, subappressed oval setae …. plaumanni Brown and Kempf
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Fig. 9. Head of a worker of Rhopalothrix plaumanni (from Brown and Kempf, 1960).
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Fig. 10. Head of a female of R. acutipilis (from      ).

Rhopalothrix isthmica Weber

Figs. ; Map 

Discussion.   The subapical tooth of this species is very long, about as long or longer than the width of the mandibles at the base. The labrum has two separate lobes (Fig. xx); a transverse depressed region, with noticeably fewer hairs, extends across the head at the level of the insertions of the antennae. The pronotal spines are small, but developed, the petiole is nearly rectangular shaped when viewed from the side. The scape has several spatulate hairs, as does the dorsum of the gaster.

The long subapical tooth would separate this from most species, but would not separated from the other North American species, R. stannardi. It can however, be easily separated from R. stannardi, as the labrum is bilobed, which is not the case in R. stannardi (see Fig.  ).

Distribution. Known only from the type locality at Barro Colorado Island, Panama.

[image: image11.wmf] Map 1. Rhopalothrix isthmica.

Habitat. 

Biology. 

Rhopalothrix stannardi Brown & Kempf

Figs. ; Map 

Discussion. The subapical tooth of the mandible is greatly elongated, much longer than the width of the mandible at the base. The labrum is basically rectangular shaped, and only slightly concave anteriorly. The propodeal spines are tiny, consisting of minute angles, in the dorsum of the petiole is rounded. The scape and the dorsum of the gaster have a few, spatulate hairs

This species can be easily separated from R. isthmica, by the rectangular shape of the labrum, which is bilobed in R. isthmica.

Distribution. MEXICO: Chiapas (Ocosingo Valley).I have a in this is in her
[image: image12.wmf] Map 2. Rhopalothrix stannardi.
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