Genus Wasmannia 

[image: image1.png]


Fig. 1. Side view of W. auropunctata (from Smith, 1965).

Key to the some of the New World species of Wasmannia, based on workers

1.
Petiolar node square shaped, with the anterior and posterior faces nearly parallel, and the apex flat (Fig. 1); common and widely distributed ………  auropunctata and related forms ..….10
-
Petiolar node rounded as seen in profile, both faces are narrowed towards the apex (Fig. 2); uncommon ……....... 2
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Fig. 2. Side view of a worker of Wasmannia sp. (from Serna, 1999), with “a” indicating the antennal scrobe.

2(1).
First gastral tergum densely and evenly punctate, surface dull ……… ………………..…… sulcaticeps Emery
-
First gastral tergum smooth and polished; sculpture very fine ……..…. 4

3. blank for now

4(2).
Node of petiole narrow, about as thick as the short peduncle (Fig. )….. ………………………….. rochai Forel1
-
Node of petiole thick, much thicker than the slender, elongate peduncle …………………………..…. 6

5 blank for now

6(4). 
Scrobe developed, with a depressed area for reception of scape ………………………………….……..7
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Fig. 3. Head of a worker of Wasmannia sp. (from Serna, 1999).

-
Scrobe poorly developed, consisting of poorly defined carina, without depressed area for reception of scape ……………….. xx
7(6).
Eyes very large, maximum diameter nearly twice length of distance from anterior margin of eye to mandible ………………………………. species B
-
Eyes small, diameter about equal to distance to base of mandibles ……… sigmoidea (Mayr1) (= lutzi Forel1 ???)


9 blank


10(1).
Dorsum of head completely smooth and polished between the carinae …………………….. laevifrons Emery
(=    species C, probably a valid species)
-
Dorsum of head coarsely sculptured, with rugae and or punctures ………………………………….…….11
11(10).
Apex of petiole splayed dorsally, widened, and convex posteriorly (Fig. xx); propodeal spines tiny (Fig. xx)  …………………………… species A
-
Apex of petiole not widened at the apex; propodeal spines usually long and sharp ……………………...……. 12
12(11).
Medium to dark brown ……… …. auropunctata var. nigricans Emery
-
Pale yellow to light brown ……….. auropunctata (Roger) (= var. australis Emery1???, = rugosa Forel???)


1 = saw types
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