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Abstract
Drawing upon familial paternalism theory, this study explores the effects of 
parental status and involvement on prison sentence length among men and 
women. To carry out this research, we relied on a combination of official 
and self-report data on 919 offenders sentenced to prison in Arizona. 
Results revealed that parents were not sentenced significantly differently 
from offenders without children; although women and mothers were 
punished more severely than their male counterparts. In addition, mothers 
who lived with their children before arrest received shorter prison terms 
than mothers who were uninvolved in their lives. Parental involvement 
was not a significant predictor of fathers’ prison sentences, however. This 
study illuminates the complex interplay between parenthood, gender, and 
sentencing.

1Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX, USA
2Arizona State University, Phoenix, AZ, USA
3University of California, Irvine, CA, USA

Corresponding Author:
Melinda Tasca, Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice and Criminology, Sam 
Houston State University, Box 2296, Huntsville, TX 77341, USA. 
Email: mtasca@shsu.edu

811929 CADXXX10.1177/0011128718811929Crime & DelinquencyTasca et al.
research-article2018

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/journals-permissions
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/cad
mailto:mtasca@shsu.edu
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1177%2F0011128718811929&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2018-11-28

