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CURRICULUM CHANGE MEMO  
 

 

Date:   04/18/2026 
 
From:  Selfa A. Chew-Melendez 
 
Through: Associate Dean, Charles Boehmer.  
 
To:  Selfa A. Chew-Melendez, Chair, Liberal Arts Curriculum Committee 
   
Proposal Title:   Asian Studies Minor update                    

 
Select the proposal content (select as many as apply) and provide the rationale. 
 
 
Content 

☐ New program   or ☐ Program Change 

 ☐ Bachelor’s 

 ☐ Master’s 

 ☐ Doctoral/Professional 

 ☐ Certificate 

 ☐ Fast Track 

 ☒ Minor 

 ☐ Concentration/Track 

 

☐ New Course 

 

☐ Closure (program, certificate, minor, concentration) 

 

☐ Change 

 ☐ CIP Code 

 ☐ Program/certificate SCH 

 ☐ Course Title 

 ☐ Course Description 

 ☐ Graduate Program Admission Requirements 

 
Rationale: 
The Asian Studies minor is designed to provide students with focused, region-specific knowledge of Asia. 
To maintain the integrity and academic coherence of the program, it is essential that included courses 
demonstrate clear and direct engagement with Asian societies, cultures, histories, and political systems. 
Courses that emphasize broadly comparative or global perspectives without sufficient depth in Asia do not 
fully support this objective and may limit students’ ability to develop meaningful regional expertise. 

All courses within the minor should align closely with the program’s learning outcomes, 
particularly the development of historically grounded and culturally informed understanding of 
Asia. Retaining courses without a substantive Asian focus risks diluting the intellectual identity of 
the minor and may lead to inconsistencies in student preparation and learning experiences. 
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The core area of the minor is also being updated to include exclusively courses focused on Asia 
and Asian diasporas, further strengthening the program’s regional emphasis. At the same time, 
previously included courses will continue to be available as electives, allowing students some 
flexibility while preserving the central focus of the curriculum. 
Curricular sustainability is also an important consideration. A strong minor should be built around 
regularly offered courses with demonstrable relevance to Asia, ensuring that students have 
reliable pathways to completion and that advising remains clear and effective. Additionally, 
courses that are restricted to majors in other colleges offer limited accessibility, as those majors 
are often not eligible to pursue minors within our college. Including such courses therefore does 
not effectively serve the broader student population intended for the Asian Studies minor. 
Based on these considerations, the following courses are recommended for removal from the 
minor: POLS 3332, POLS 4314, POLS 4348, POLS 4365, ECON 4325, MGMT 4325, ENG 3317, and 
ENG 3331. 
Furthermore, courses such as PLS 3334 and HIST 3390 may be included in the minor only when 
their specific topics directly address Asia or Asian diasporas, ensuring alignment with the 
program’s core objectives. 
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Asian Studies minor 
Students must take nine (9) hours of courses from the following list that constitutes the minor’s core. At least three 
(3) disciplines must be represented by the core courses. The remaining nine hours can be taken from the core 
courses not taken to satisfy the core requirement or from the list of optional courses. No more than nine (9) hours 
(total of core and optional) can be taken from any one discipline. No more than six (6) hours can be taken from a 
student's major area. 
 
 
Degree Plan 

Code Title Hours 

Core Courses 
 

Select three courses of the following: 9 

ASIA 3300 Intro to Asian Studies 
 

ASIA 2300 Asian American Studies 
 

POLS 3339 ASIA 3350 Comparative Political Systems Special Topics- Asian Studies 
 

RS 3310 ASIA/HIST 3353 
POLS 3339 

Major World Religions Asian Diasporas – Latin America 
Comparative Political Systems 
  

 

Optional Courses 
 

Select three courses of the following: 1 9 

ANTH 3306 Cultural Diversity 
 

ASIA 2300 Asian American Studies 
 

ASIA 3300 Intro to Asian Studies 
 

ASIA/RS 3314 Buddhism 
 

ASIA/RS 3316 Confucianism and Daoism 
 

ASIA/POLS 3326 Politics of East Asia 
 

ASIA/HIST 3334 History of Premodern East Asia 
 

ASIA/HIST 3335 History of Modern East Asia 
 

ASIA/HIST 3338 History of Modern China 
 

ASIA/HIST 3339 Pyramids & Prophets 
 

ASIA/PHIL 3340 Asian Philosophies 
 

ASIA 3350 Special Topics-Asian Studies 
 

ASIA/HIST 3353 Asian Diasporas-Latin America 
 

ASIA/POLS 4328 Politics of China 
 

ARAB 1301 Arabic One 
 

ARAB 1302 Arabic Two 
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Code Title Hours 

CHIN 1301 Elementary Chinese I 
 

CHIN 1302 Elementary Chinese II 
 

ECON 4325 International Economics 
 

ENGL 3317 Postcolonial Literature 
 

ENGL 3331 World Literature 
 

HIST 2301 World History to 1500 
 

HIST 2302 World History Since 1500 
 

HIST 3338 History of Modern China 
 

HIST 3339 Pyramids & Prophets 
 

HIST 3390 History, Special Topics 
 

MGMT 4325 International Management 
 

POLS/ASIA 3326 Politics of East Asia 
 

POLS 3332 Political Geography 
 

POLS 3334 Politics in World Regions 
 

POLS 3339 Comparative Political Systems 
 

POLS 3360 International Relations 
 

POLS 4314 Women, Power and Politics 
 

POLS/ASIA 4328 Politics of China 
 

POLS 4348 Politics/Developing Countries 
 

POLS 4364 Internat'l Political Economy 
 

POLS 4365 International Organizations 
 

RS 3310 Major World Religions 
 

RS 3350 Spec Topics-Religious Studies 
 

Total Hours 18 
1 
Other applicable credit hours toward this minor include courses focused on Asia, among them those in Asian languages. 
Students may earn credit for only one section of a cross-listed course. Once a cross-listed course has been successfully completed with a grade of 
D or higher, it may not be repeated under a different course prefix. Special Topics courses such as HIST 3390, RS 3350, or POLS 3334 will count 
toward this minor only when they focus on Asia or Asian diasporas. 
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