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National Security Studies Institute
An Intelligence Community Center for Academic Excellence
The University of Texas at El Paso

February 26, 2018

From: Larry Valero, Ph.D. &Z2~
Director, National Security Studies Institute

Through: Stephen Crites, Ph.D.
Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts

To: Jack Chessa, Ph.D.
Chair, Graduate Council

Subject: Catalog Changes for the Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security

The Intelligence and National Security Studies Program is requesting changes to the catalog copy of the
Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security. The current catalog copy is long out of date and is in need of
revising. The Mater of Public Administration Program has worked the Intelligence and National Security
Studies Program to update the catalog copy so it better reflects the purpose, requirements, and current
courses belonging to the Graduate Certificate. This will better serve our students as an advising tool and
who are interested in homeland security careers.

The most significant of these proposed changes involve changes of the text describing the Graduate
Certificate, a clearer statement on requirements and admissions, a revised and more stream-line
certificate plan including courses that were created years ago, but were never included into the catalog,
updated descriptions for some courses, and the elimination of Unnecessarv prerequisites for Graduate
Certificate students Other minor changes such as typos and updated contact information have also
been addressed.. This proposal represents a major scrubbing of this very popular certificate option for
UTEP graduate students.

Center for Intelligence and Security Research 500 West University Avenue
Kelly Hall, Room 213
Intelligence and National Security Studies El Paso, Texas 79968

Telephone: (915) 747-6828
Fax: (915) 747-8504
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LLhe Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security is a 15 semester hour interdisciplinary gourse of study based in the,
Intelligence and National Security Studies Program,_The Graduate Certificate is aimed at professionals with a bachelor’s

or master’s degree who wish to expand their knowledge in the areag of emergency response. counterterrorism, critical

infrastructure protection and other, security-related jssuegapplicable tq the private and public sectors, The Graduate

rtificate can be pursued by itself or concurrently with the Master of Science in Intellige National Securi
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Certificate Requirements

JT'he Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security consists of five courses (15 credit hours), one required and four electives.
The required course is INSS 5340/PAD 5340 - Pro,Seminar in Homeland Security, This foundationgourse examinesthe |
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additional four electives (12 credit hours) from the approved coursg,list, Students can pursue graduate courses from other
UTEP departments and programs with the approval of the Director, Outside eraduate glectives must be related to

homeland security, , . \
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Certificate Admissions, -

Ldmission fo the Graduate Certificatg in Homeland Security will be based on the applicant’s undergraduate and/or
graduate record. Students who enroll in the Graduate Certificate and decide at a later date to pursue a master’s degree may ¥
apply to the appropriate graduate program and request the units be incorporated intq their, degree program at the time of

admission. Admissions requirements for the Graduate Certificate jnclude the following;,

2. Submission of official transcripts in accordance with the requirements of the Graduate School
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3. A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university. A minimum undergraduate GPA of 2.5 is required for
admission to the Graduate Certificate,
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Curriculum (15 semester hours)

Code Title

Two required courses (6 semester credit hours):

PAD 5340 Pro-Seminar-Homeland Security
PAD 5367 Comprehen Integration/Pub Adm

Three courses (9 semester credit hours) selected from the following courses:

PAD 5341 Legal Issues-Homeland Security
PAD 5342 Risk Analysis

PAD 5343 Crime and Border Security
PAD 5344 Emergency Management

PAD 5346 Public Hlth & Hmland Security
PAD 5347 Critical Infrastructure Protec
PAD 5363 Intergovernmental Relations

Total Hours
Course List

Additional Information

Each course in the certificate program also includes four components:

Writing in a variety of genres;

Hours

15

development of audience-specific oral communication skills through individual and

group presentations;

team building skills via group project assignments; and-

an ethics component that draws on case studies to develop skills in critical assessment of

ethical dilemmas.
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INSS 53 ro- i omeland

0 Lab Hours
3 Lecture Hours
0 Other Hours

al Issues/I | e

" hls Is a fogngqt;gn course in the legal aspects, civil and criminal, of intelligence and national security, >~
* 3 Credit Hours

T | Contact Hour
0 Lab Hours
3 Lecture Hours
0 Other Hours

IN 10 < Intel rberrorism, .

This course will examine the evolution and dynamics of contemporary terrorism and political violence
articularly as it pertains to the activities of t bal Salafist movement, Special emphasis will be
laced on th velopment of U.S. counterterrorism policy a S lligence efforts to identify and

track terrorist threats around the world. Attention will also be given to collection and analytical issues
assoc:ated with monitoring, penetrating, and ultimately counterlnq terrorist cells and networks.
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3 Lecture Hours
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U.S. intelligence efforts to identify and track prollferatuon threats around the world. Attention will also

be given to collection and analytical issues associated with this critical national security issue.

C Ho
0 Lab Hours
3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours
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This course will e ine the evolution of U.S. counterintelligence (C.1.) organizatio d operations. /| Comment [MCB4]: Correct Spelling
The course will focus on basic definitions, actors, objectives, and requirements. Special emphasis will (reform)

then be placed on selected foreign intelligence services that represent a potential threat to U.S.

national security. Attention will also be given to the security threat posed by non-state actors to U.S.
government personnel, property, and activities. The course will also explore national C.1. policy and

assess the need foryeform of U.S. domestic infelligence and C.1. efforts more broadly, i
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INSS 5325 - Political Economy of Terrovismy, .
The purpose of this graduate course is to present an up-to-date survey of the study of terrorism.
Where possible, the course will apply theoretical and statistical tools so the student can understand
why governments and terrorists take certain actions even when, on occasion, these actions may be
against their interests. Often, we are able to identify behavior that appears counterintuitive until the
underlying strategic interactions amonag agents (for example, among targeted governments) are
understood. Throughout the course, we bring forth insights that are against conventional wisdom, but
which are supported by the data. Throughout the course, tools of economic analysis (e.q., indifference
curves, constrained optimization, and simple market analysis) are applied to the study of terrorism. In
addition, simple game theory is also applied.

3 Credit Hours

3 Total Contact Hours

0 Lab Hours

3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours
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This course aims to introduce the subject of transnational
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characteristics, how it differs from "ordinary” crime, and how it has changed in the decades after the
Second World War. The focus will be on the "new organized crime," its main business activitles (arms-
. drug-, and human- trafficking; corporate fraud; cyber crime; and terrorism i
challenges these organizations pose to states and to international securit
3 Credit Hours

3 Total C act Hours

0 Lab Hours

3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours

This graduate course focuses on the impact of globalization on crime and border security, Special
emphasis will be placed on human, drug, and arms trafficking along the U.S.- Mexico border, but will
also provide comparative examples from border regions around the world. The role of drug cartels,
criminal gangs, and corruption will be addressed. Attention will also be given to the U.S.-Canadian
border. Other serious crime such as fraud, jdentity theft, and cybercrime_ will be explored. This course
will also review current and past strategies for maintaining border security and limiting the flow of
criminal activity into the United States.

3 Credit Hours

3 Total Contact Hours

0 Lab Hours i

3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours,
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This graduate course focuses on the fundamental concepts involved in preparing for and managing the
response to a catastrophic emergency event such as fire, earthquake, terrorist act, biological materials
release, hazardous material spill, weather related disaster, or internal sabotage. Heavy emphasis is
placed on interagency communication and coordination in emergency events. The course outlines the
practical steps needed to develop an effective emergency response plan, and outlines how such a plan
should be organized and executed. :

3 Credit Hours

3 Total Contact Hours

0 Lab Hours

3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours
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growing global shadow economy, and
the problem of political corruption.
The final part of the course will
explore the various options of
combating TCOs, for
examplelegislative and law
enforcement measures, the role of
intelligence and covert action,
military intervention and
international cooperation, in tackling
money laundering, and in legal
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This graduate course focuses on policy responses to bioterrorism and emerging public health threats
such as pandemic flu. Topics include the science of biological weapons and threats, the history of
bioterrorism and weaponization, verification and monitering, scenario building, national security
decision-making as it pertains to biothreats, and public health policy and infrastructure.

3 Credit Hours

3 Total Contact Hours

0 Lab Hours

3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours
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This graduate course examines the 11 major categories of the nation's critical infrastructure as
outlined by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security with a particular emphasis on their dimensions,
operational responsibility, and unique vulnerabilities. Strategies for critical infrastructure protection
will be addressed as will the means for establishing priorities for protecting key infrastructure assets.
3 Credit Hours

3 Total Contact Hours

0 Lab Hours

3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours

to be developed may include professional report writing, presentations, time management, project
management, and others. Discussions of values and behaviors may include such matters as ethics and
professionalism among others. Program, gpproval required.
3 Credit Hours

3 Total Contact Hours

0 Lab Hours

3 Lecture Hours

0 Other Hours,

hours of work per week, under close supervision by the agency and the program advisor. A
substantive paper, project, or verification of ample agency production commensurate with graduate
level work is required, Programyapproval is required.
3 Credit Hours

3 Total Contact Hours
0 Lab Hours

0 Lecture Hours

3 Other Hours

3 Credit Hours
3 Total Contact Hours
0 Lab Hours
3 Lecture Hours
| 0 Other Hours,
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COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : Liberal Arts Department : Intelligence and National Security Studies

Rationale for changing the course: :
Removing prerequisite INSS 5302 for INSS 5310 as the prerequisite is not a requirement under
the Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number INSS 5310

Course Title Intel & Counterterrorism.

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Prerequisite INSS 5302 No prerequisite




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : Liberal Arts Department : Intelligence and National Security Studies
Rationale for changing the course:

Removing prerequisite INSS 5302 for INSS 5315 as the prerequisite is not a requirement under
the Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security.

- All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number INSS 5315

Course Title Intel & Counterproliferation'

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Prerequisite INSS 5302 No prerequisite




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : Liberal Arts Department : Intelligence and National Security Studies

Rationale for changing the course:
Removing prerequisite INSS 5302 for INSS 5320 as the prerequisite is not a requirement under
the Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number INSS 5320

Course Title Counterintel & Security

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Prerequisite INSS 5302 No prerequisite




