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1.  Adequacy of Funding – The chief executive officer shall sign the following statement: 

 

I certify that the institution has adequate funds to complete the administrative change and 

to support any new or reorganized academic unit(s).  Furthermore, the change will not 

reduce the effectiveness or quality of existing programs, departments, schools, or colleges. 

 

 

    ______________________________________ ____________________________  

 Chief Executive Officer                  Date 

 

 

 

2. Board of Regents Approval – A member of the Board of Regents or designee shall sign the 
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administrative unit.  
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Request Form for a New Certificate 

 

 

 

                                                  Administrative Information 

 

1.  Institution: University of Texas at El Paso 

 

 

2. Certificate Name – (e.g., Certificate in Intelligence and National Security Studies): Certificate in 

Public and Oral History 

 

3.  Proposed CIP Code:  54.0105 

 

4.  Number of Required Semester Credit Hours (SCHs): 12 hours 

 

 

5.  Brief Program Description – Describe the certificate and the educational objectives: 

 

The Certificate in Public and Oral History will train MA and PhD students in the methodology and 

practice of public history, focusing particularly on museums and oral history. According to the 

National Council on Public History, public history is the methodology and practice of “putting history 

to work” in the world. Sometimes known as applied history, public history is a broad field that 

encompasses archives, museums, historical interpretation, and historic preservation, among others. 

Oral history, which is often classified as a subsection of public history, is the methodology and 

practice of collecting recorded oral interviews that are historically contextualized and made available 

for researchers and others. The Institute of Oral History at UTEP was founded in 1972. The 

Department of History has offered public history classes since at least the 1980s.  

 

 

6.  Administrative Unit – Identify where the certificate would fit within the organizational structure of 

the university (e.g., The Department of Electrical Engineering within the College of Engineering): 

 

The Department of History in the College of Liberal Arts 

 

7. Proposed Implementation Date – Report the date that students would enter the certificate 

(MM/DD/YY): 

 

September 1, 2018 

 

8.  Contact Person – Provide contact information for the person who can answer specific questions 

about the certificate:  

 

Name: Dr. Yolanda Chávez Leyva 

Title: Associate Professor & Director, Institute of Oral History and Borderlands Public History      

Lab 

       E-mail: yleyva@utep.edu 

       Phone: 915-449-7048 

 

 

 

mailto:yleyva@utep.edu
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Certificate Information 

 

I. Need 

  

A. Job Market Need – Provide short- and long-term evidence of the need for 

graduates in the job market. 

 

 

As early as 2011, the American Historical Association’s executive director as well as its president 

advocated for public history in doctoral programs. Two articles pointed to our responsibility as 

educators creating PhD curriculum to open as many occupational doors for our students as 

possible. Because of these discussions, Princeton University initiated a public history program in 

2012.1 UTEP’s public history program reaches back to at least the mid-1980s. It is now time for 

us to move forward from offering individual public history courses and for MA students, a 6-hour 

minor, to offering a cohesive certificate for both MA and PhD history students. With the approval 

of the certificate, we will remove the minor from the catalogue. 

 

In recent years, as tenure-track jobs in history have decreased, public history job opportunities 

have increased. A 2017 article published in Inside Higher Ed states that “Looking outside the 

professoriate, job ads in public history and nonteaching positions in academe were up 

significantly, year after year -- from 14 to 66. That figure rivals the number of academic listings in 

some subfields, according to the report.” 2 A new emphasis on public history has occurred as a 

result. For example, the Andrew Mellon Foundation provided a $1.5 million grant to the 

American Historical Association to funnel to universities to help prepare graduate students for 

jobs outside of academia.  

 

This certificate will assist students potentially seeking jobs outside of the academy in government, 

non-profits, or the private sector. It will also provide a foundation for students wishing to teach 

public and oral history or using public and oral history in their research. As of the writing of this 

proposal (February2018), the National Council on Public History website advertised 423 positions 

for public historians, including academic, government, non-profit, and museums, among others. 

 

 

B. Student Demand – Provide short- and long-term evidence of demand for the 

certificate.   

 

Figures from CIERP demonstrate that there is a constant demand for public history courses. In the 

past eight years, 70 graduate students have taken public history courses, averaging nine students 

per semester. In the past three years, eight students have completed the MA public history minor. 

With the existence of a certificate, which is more desirable than simply individual courses, we 

anticipate that the demand will increase, particularly since it will be open to both MA and PhD 

students. 

 

 

                                                      
1 (https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-
history/november-2011/plan-c; https://www.historians.org/publications-and-
directories/perspectives-on-history/october-2011/no-more-plan-b) 

2 (https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/01/12/teaching-jobs-historians-
are-down-data-suggest-opportunities-outside-professoriate) 

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/november-2011/plan-c
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/november-2011/plan-c
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/october-2011/no-more-plan-b
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/october-2011/no-more-plan-b
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/01/12/teaching-jobs-historians-are-down-data-suggest-opportunities-outside-professoriate
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/01/12/teaching-jobs-historians-are-down-data-suggest-opportunities-outside-professoriate
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C. Enrollment Projections – Use this table to show the estimated cumulative headcount 

and full-time student equivalent (FTSE) enrollment for the first five years of the 

certificate.  (Include majors only and consider attrition and graduation.) 

       

YEAR 1 2 3 4 5 

Headcount 8 8 10 10 10 

FTSE 6 6 8 8 8 

 

 

II. Quality 

 

A. Degree Requirements – Use this table to show the degree requirements of the 

certificate. (Modify the table as needed; if necessary, replicate the table for more 

than one option.) 

 

 

 
   

HIST 
5302 

Introduction to Public History 
 

3 

HIST 
5304 

Studies in Public History (may be repeated if topics 
change) 
 

3 

HIST 
5390 

Public History Internship 
 

3 

 Three (3) additional hours of graduate seminar or 
independent reading courses with public/oral history 
content, or Museum Studies courses taken for graduate 
credit 
 

3 

  
Total Hours 

12 
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B. Curriculum – Use these tables to identify the required courses and prescribed 

electives of the certificate.  Note with an asterisk (*) courses that would be added if 

the certificate is approved. (Add and delete rows as needed. If applicable, replicate 

the tables for different tracks/options.) 

 

  Required Courses 

Prefix 

and 

Number 

Course Title SCH 

HIST 

5302 

Introduction to Public History 

 

3 

HIST 

5304 

Studies in Public History (may be repeated if topics 

change) 

 

3 

HIST 

5390 

Public History Internship 

 

3 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  Prescribed Elective Courses 

Prefix 

and 

Number 

Course Title SCH 

HIST 

5374 

 

Seminar in Borderlands History (with public/oral 

history content) 

3 

HIST 

5370 

 

Seminar in US History (with public/oral history 

content) 

3 

HIST 

5345 

 

Independent Reading (with public/oral history 

focus) 

3 

Museum 

Studies 

Exhibition Practices 1  

Exhibition Practices 2 

Museum Fundamental  

 

These are undergraduate courses that our students 

will be able to take for graduate credit by 

incorporating additional work. 

 

3 

   

  Free Elective Course Menu 

Prefix 

and 

Number 

Course Title SCH 

  

Not applicable 
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Other 

Prefix 

and 

Number 

Course Title SCH 

  

Not applicable 

 

  

 

 

 

C. Faculty – Use these tables to provide information about Core and Support faculty.   

Add an asterisk (*) before the name of the individual who will have direct 

administrative responsibilities for the certificate program. (Add and delete rows as 

needed.) 

 

Name of Core 

Faculty and Faculty 

Rank 

Highest Degree and 

Awarding Institution 

Courses Assigned 

in Program 

% Time 

Assigned 

To Program 

e.g.: Robertson, David 

        Asst. Professor 

PhD. in Molecular Genetics 

Univ. of Texas at Dallas 

MG200, MG285 

MG824 (Lab Only) 

 

50% 

*Leyva, Yolanda 

Chávez, Associate 

Professor 

Ph.D. in History, University 

of Arizona 

 

HIST 5302, 5304, 

5390, 5370, 5374, 

5345 

0.5 FTE (2 

grad courses 

per year) 

 

Shepherd, Jeffrey, 

Associate Professor 

Ph.D. in History, Arizona 

State University 

HIST 5302, 5304, 

5390 

.25% (one 

class per year) 

 

Veloz, Larisa, 

Assistant Professor 

Ph.D. in History, Georgetown 

University 

HIST 5374, 5370 .25% (one 

class per year) 

 

 

    

New Faculty in Year 

__ 

 

   

New Faculty in Year 

__ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Name of Support 

Faculty and Faculty 

Rank 

Highest Degree and 

Awarding Institution 

Courses Assigned 

in Program 

% Time 

Assigned 

To Program 

 

Elizabeth Sommers, 

Director, Museum 

Studies 

PhD in History Museum Studies .25% (one 

class per 

year) 
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D. Students – Describe general recruitment efforts and admission requirements. In 

accordance with the institution’s Uniform Recruitment and Retention Strategy, 

describe plans to recruit, retain, and graduate students from underrepresented 

groups for the certificate program. 

 

UTEP is an HSI and our department has a large number of graduate students from 

underrepresented groups. Of the eight students who have completed a Minor in public history in 

the last three years, seven are Latino/a. As a result of our department’s student demographic, we 

will have the opportunity to recruit students from underrepresented groups.  

 

In accordance with the “Best Practices in Public History Certificate Programs,” issued by the 

National Council on Public History only students in the History MA or PhD program will be 

eligible for the certificate. Students in the MA in Interdisciplinary Studies programs who has a 

History concentration will also be eligible. The certificate will build on the strengths of our 

department (borderlands history). Classes will count towards the students’ existing degree plans as 

electives.  

 

  

E. Library – Provide the library director’s assessment of library resources 

 necessary for the program.  Describe plans to build the library holdings to  support 

the certificate program.   

 

This information is contained at the end of this application as an appendix. 

 

  

 

F. Facilities and Equipment – Describe the availability and adequacy of facilities and 

equipment to support the certificate program.  Describe plans for facility and 

equipment improvements/additions.  

 

The already-existing Institute of Oral History (IOH) will bolster a certificate in public and oral 

history. The IOH and is nationally known for its collection of border-related oral histories and for 

its award-winning Bracero History archive. The IOH has sufficient recording equipment to loan to 

a graduate oral history class. There are no additional facilities or equipment necessary. Also 

supporting the program will be Museo Urbano, a museum project director by Yolanda Leyva that 

won the Outstanding Public History Project from the National Council on Public History in 2013. 

 

 

G. Accreditation – If the discipline has a national accrediting body, describe plans to 

obtain accreditation or provide a rationale for not pursuing accreditation. 

 

Not applicable. 

 

 

H. Evaluation – Describe the evaluation process that will be used to assess the quality 

and effectiveness of the new certificate program. 

 

Surveys will be used in each of the four required courses to assess how well the courses are 

meeting the needs and expectations of students. Annual surveys will be conducted with ex-

students to assess how well the Certificate prepared them to pursue career opportunities.    
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III. Costs and Funding3-  

 

Five-Year Costs and Funding Sources - Use this table to show five-year costs and sources 

of funding for the certificate program.  

 

Please note: We are not requesting any additional funding. The faculty in this proposal are 

already teaching these courses. We are simply reconfiguring what already exists to create 

the certificate. 

 

Five-Year Costs Five-Year Funding 

Personnel1 $0 Reallocated Funds $0 

Facilities and Equipment 
 

$0 

Anticipated New Formula 

Funding3 

 

$0 

Library, Supplies,  

     and Materials 

 

$0 
Special Item Funding 

 

$0 

Other2 $0 Other4 $0 

Total Costs $0 Total Funding $0 

 

1.   Report costs for new faculty hires, graduate assistants, and technical support 

personnel.  For new faculty, prorate individual salaries as a percentage of the time 

assigned to the program.  If existing faculty will contribute to program, include costs 

necessary to maintain existing programs (e.g., cost of adjunct to cover courses 

previously taught by faculty who would teach in new program). 

 2.   Specify other costs here (e.g., administrative costs, travel). 

3.   Indicate formula funding for students new to the institution because of the program; 

formula funding should be included only for years three through five of the program 

and should reflect enrollment projections for years three through five. 

4.   Report other sources of funding here.  In-hand grants, “likely” future grants, and 

designated tuition and fees can be included. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
3 Please use the “Program Funding Estimation Tool” found on the CB website to correctly estimate state funding. 
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Appendix 1 

 

Graduate Certificate in Public and Oral History for the Department of History 

Library Report, 2018 

 

 

 

 

Funding:  

 

The Library allocates funds annually for books, periodicals, and databases to 

support all the disciplines offered at UTEP. The table below indicates the allocations for 

the University Library collection over FY2015/16 to FY2017/18 in the areas relating to 

history.  

 

 FY2014/15 

spent 

FY2015/16 

spent 

FY2016/17 

allocation 

History 3733.53 10789.27 12021.81 

    

 

 

The book allocation was decreased between FY 2014 and 2015 and also FY 2016 

and 2017 due to the suspension of the Library’s Approval Plan for two to three months, 

whereby books are received automatically based on a detailed profile lodged with our 

main book vendor. The Approval Plan was reinstated in FY 2016, and again in FY 2017 

the book budget is reduced due to increased spending on serials and electronic books, 

coupled with a flat budget. The Library also has a Demand-Driven Acquisitions program 

(DDA); a wide selection of books is provided electronically and paid for only when used. 

The funds listed above are not charged for these books; $150,000 is budgeted for DDA in 

FY 2017. 

Many of the most expensive databases, such as the NewspaperARCHIVE.com or 

19th Century U.S. Newspapers (online), are not charged to subject funds, but to a separate 

fund for electronic resources. Thus, the full expenditure for materials is not reflected in the 

chart above.  

 

Holdings:  
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In disciplines related to the proposed graduate certificate, the Library has extensive 

holdings.  For example, it holds 1149 titles with the keyword “museum or museums” in 

Special Collections and 4549 titles in the Main stacks; 120 items in Special Collections 

containing keywords “oral history” and 617 items in the Main stacks. Many e-books 

relating to the topic are listed in our catalog, but some of those may not be part of our 

permanent holdings because of an “on-demand” purchasing system.  Because many of the 

journals and other serials relevant to Museum Studies and Oral History are contained in 

database packages, the exact number is difficult to calculate.   Details of Library holdings 

supporting the proposed graduate certificate in public and oral history are described in 

Appendix 1.  Appendix 2 lists important holdings in the C.L. Sonnichsen Special 

Collections Department.  The Library collection includes relevant materials in the areas 

the courses address, including books, e-books, government documents, audio-visual 

materials, journals, and standard reference works that are up-to-date.  The Library, and 

particularly the Special Collections Department, is strong in many areas of history and 

related fields including Southwest and Border Studies, Chicano Studies, Judaica, and local 

history. Also purchased are materials relating to Museum Studies, Preservation, and 

Archival Enterprise. The Library has made every effort to purchase new materials in these 

areas and is committed to supporting this collection through the purchase of books in print 

and electronic format as well as making current archival holdings more accessible.   

Archival collections, the Oral History collection, government documents, maps, 

and scholarly books and articles are among the recommended resources for Public and 

Oral History.  The Special Collections Department serves as the public access point to the 

UTEP Oral History collection and houses over 750 archival collections, over 1600 oral 

histories, and rare and thematic book collections. The Special Collections Reference 

section includes many items relating to public history, including museum management, 

preservation of materials, oral history, and archival enterprise. Of particular importance is 

the Connecting to Collections book collection that contains important reference works 

about preservation, archives, and museum studies.  

The Special Collections Department also has many resources for building, 

neighborhood, and urban history research.  These sources include the Otto Thorman 

architectural records, the Lloyd and June-Marie Engelbrecht collection of Trost research 

files, the Trost and Trost Architects collection, the El Paso Department of City Planning 

collection, the El Paso Document collection, the Jonathan R. Cunningham papers, 

Sanborn’s fire insurance maps, deed records, and city directories.   
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Plans are to continue to build on the existing monographic collection in the Library 

in preparation for the proposed certificate. The selection of materials in Public and Oral 

History will be expanded to cover any areas of the program not now covered by the 

existing degree programs.  The Library already has extensive coverage of materials in the 

other areas covered by this program. Materials purchased for Information Studies, 

Humanities, Digital Humanities, Jewish Studies, and Museum Studies add strength to the 

collection.  Electronic access to indexes, abstracts, websites, and many full-text journals 

have helped expand both the reference and journal collections in History.  

 

Cooperative Arrangements and Services:  

Interlibrary Loan (ILL) service is available to all students and faculty anytime 

resources are not available in the Library. ILL provides photocopies of journal articles 

unavailable locally and also access to books. The Library's membership in OCLC provides 

access to over 25,000 libraries around the world, providing convenient access to resources 

needed by faculty and students.   ILL is provided at no charge to faculty and graduate 

students; there is a minimal fee for undergraduates.      

The University Library’s membership in the Amigos Library Services consortium 

of over 750 member libraries in the Southwest allows for access to shared online resources 

and services. The New Mexico State University (NMSU) libraries extend borrowing 

privileges to UTEP students and the NMSU campus is only a 40-minute drive from UTEP.  

Faculty and students at UTEP also have borrowing privileges at any participating library 

in Texas through the TexShare Library Card Program, sponsored by the TexShare Library 

Consortium and administered by the Texas State Library and Archives Commission 

(TSLAC). 

The University Library also has a reciprocal arrangement for interlibrary loan with 

eleven libraries in Mexico. These include major research libraries in central Mexico such 

as the Colegio de México, the Universidad Iberoamericana, the Universidad de las 

Américas in Puebla, and the Instituto José Mora. On the border, UTEP also has a 

cooperative relationship with the Universidad Autónima de Ciudad Juárez. UTEP benefits 

from considerable goodwill from these Mexican institutions, since, for many years, the 

Interlibrary Loan Department at UTEP has served as the contact point for interlibrary loan 

activities with this group of Mexican libraries. 

UTEP is a participating member of The University of Texas System consortium 

and benefits from shared access to centrally purchased, institution-specific subscriptions to 
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online resources within the UT System Digital Library (UTSDL).  The UTSDL 

complements the strengths of our traditional collections, expands existing services and 

programs, and at the same time creates entirely new options for access to scholarly 

information for the UT System community, including distance learners. The UTSDL 

works collaboratively with all UT System component libraries, the UT System Office of 

Telecommunications Services, the UTSDL Council of Directors and related organizations 

to carry out these activities. 

  

Assessment of Associate Library Director for Technical Services: 

 The UTEP Library collection is sufficient to support a Graduate Certificate in 

Public and Oral History. Monographic and serial holdings and subscriptions cover all the 

areas to be taught. Input will be requested from faculty in the related subject areas 

regarding what additional printed and electronic journals would lend support to the 

proposed program. Funds should be allocated to renew annually the subscriptions to 

journals in this field. 

 In order to keep up with rising costs of existing subscriptions and continued 

purchases of monographs, it is recommended that $10,000 be allocated to the Library, 

increasing by 7-10% annually. 

 New databases can be added if additional funds are provided. Faculty may request 

new materials through the library’s History librarian or the Serials and Electronic 

Resources Librarian. 

 

 Prepared by Abbie Weiser History, Jewish Studies & Humanities Librarian  

Kathy Poorman Assistant Library Director for Technical Services  

 

 

Appendix 1: 

 

 Examples of electronic databases with respect to History include:  

 18th Century Parliamentary Papers (ProQuest) 

 19th Century U.S. Newspapers (Gale) 

 Academic Search Complete (EBSCO) 

 Access Newspaper Archive 

 Accessible Archives 
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 African American Historical Serial Collection (EBSCO) 

 African American Newspapers (1827 – 1998) (NewsBank/Readex) 

 American Indian Histories and Cultures 

 American Periodicals Series Online (ProQuest) 

 Archives Unbound (Gale) 

 Arte Público Hispanic Historical Collection Series 1 (EBSCO) 

 Chicano Database (EBSCO) 

 Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 

 Digital Sanborn Maps (Texas) (ProQuest) 

 Digital Commons@UTEP 

 Digitalia Hispanica 

 Early American Newspapers (1690-1876, Series I, NewsBank/Readex) 

 FBI Case Files 

 Frontera NorteSur 

 Handbook of Texas Online 

 Hemeroteca Digital de Chihuahua (INPRO) 

 HeritageQuest Online (ProQuest) 

 Hispanic American Newspaper Databases 

 Indigenous Peoples: North America (Gale) 

 JSTOR 

 Kanopy 

 Latino-Hispanic American Experience (EBSCO) 

 North American Immigrant Letters, Diaries, and Oral Histories (Alexander 

Street Press) 

 North American Women’s Letters and Diaries: Colonial to 1950 

(Alexander Street Press) 

 Oxford Academic Journals 

 Periodical Archive Online (ProQuest) 

 Portal to Texas History 

 ProQuest Congressional Publications (U.S. Serial Set and Serial Set Maps, 

ProQuest) 

 ProQuest Historical Newspapers  
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 ProQuest History Vault: American Politics and Society: Immigration 

Records of the INS, 1880-1930 (ProQuest) 

 ProQuest History Vault: Civil Rights and the Black Freedom Struggle: the 

NAACP Papers (ProQuest) 

 Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600-2000 (Scholar’s 

Edition, Alexander Street Press) 

 

 

Selected Journals 

 American Historical Review 

 Archival Issues 

 Archival Science 

 The American Archivist 

 Environmental History 

 Historical Review 

 History 

 History and Memory 

 History Today 

 Holocaust and Genocide Studies 

 International Review of Social History 

 Journal of Holocaust Education 

 Journal of Social History 

 Journal of the Society of Archivists 

 Journal of Urban History 

 Journal of Women’s History 

 OHA newsletter 

 Oral History Review 

 Public History Review 

Appendix 2 

Border History Manuscript Collections  

The C.L. Sonnichsen Special Collections Department of the University of Texas at El Paso 

Library houses approximately 750 archival collections which help document the rich history of 
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the El Paso borderlands. Over 185 archival collection records can be found in the UTEP Library’s 

online catalog.  Finding aids for processed collections are available online.  The following is a 

selected list of the collections held in the Special Collections Department.  

African - American History 

Archie Waters papers, MS 474, 1939 – 2001, 46 feet, 6 inches (linear).   The Archie Waters 

papers date 1939 – 2001, bulk 1970 – 2000.  Types of records include correspondence, clippings, 

publications and other printed material, notes, story proofs, and photographs.  Arranged in seven 

series (Biographical information, Photographs, Articles by Archie Waters, Story proofs, Topical 

files, Chess materials, and Publications by others), these papers document Waters’ personal life, 

career as a journalist, community and political activism, and interest and expertise in chess. 

Leona Ford Washington photograph collection, PH 033, 1870 – 1989, 4 feet (linear). This 

collection contains more than 800 photographic images documenting the lives of African-

Americans in El Paso over more than 100 years.  Formats range from snapshots to large studio 

portraits. Included are images of important members of the Black community such as Dr. 

Lawrence Nixon, as well as institutions and organizations like the Douglass School and McCall 

Center. 

Ada Tharp photograph collection, PH 038  This elaborate photo album or lap desk contains 

photographs of African Americans and other individuals of undetermined ethnicity dating from 

approximately 1870 to 1925. The types of photographs include tintypes, cabinet cards, cartes de 

visite, silver gelatin prints, and photo booth snapshots. Few of the photographs are identified. The 

subjects of the photographs include African American men in military uniforms, many photos of 

African American women and children, and other well-dressed people. Besides El Paso, Texas, 

many other locations are mentioned including other cities in Texas, New York City, Chicago, Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, Salt Lake City, and towns in Arkansas, Florida, Massachusetts, Missouri, 

Nebraska, New Jersey, and New Mexico. 

Business Records 

Hugh Bascom Wilson railroad collection, MS 058, 1 linear foot, 3 inches (linear).  This collection 

consists of materials relating to the history of the El Paso Division of the Southern Pacific 

Railroad Company. Materials include books, photographs, maps, periodicals, blueprints, blue line 

drawings, reports, bulletins, and correspondence. Also included is a copy of a manuscript that was 

written in 1923 by Clifford R. Morrill and then revised in 1970 by Hugh B. Wilson 

titled   Railroad History: El Paso Division, Southern Pacific. 

Southern Pacific Railroad, Rio Grande Division records, MS 077, 1881 – 1974, 658 feet (linear). 

Correspondence, ledgers, contracts, legal files, court cases, financial records, maintenance 

records, maps, plans, and incidental photographs reflect the activities of the El Paso and 

Southwestern Railroad, Southern Pacific within the Rio Grande Division, and certain predecessor 

or subsidiary lines including El Paso Northern Railway, El Paso and Northeastern Railroad, 

Arizona and New Mexico Railway, El Paso and Rock Island Railroad, Burro Mountain Railroad 

Company, Dawson Railway and Coal Company, El Paso Southern Railway Company, and 

Alamogordo and Sacramento Mountain Railroad. Major correspondents include Charles B. Eddy, 

William A. Hawkins, and John Franklin. Topics include railroad construction, water resources, 

Bonito Dam, railroad operation and maintenance, Mexican bracero workers, railroad-related 

lawsuits. The collection also includes source material on the coal, copper, cattle, and timber 

industries in the Southwest. 

http://libraryweb.utep.edu/special/manuscripts2.php
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS474_Archie_Waters.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/PH033_LeonaWashington.pdf
https://cdm15823.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15823coll16
http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/finding_aid/1/
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The Popular Dry Goods Company records, MS 317, 193 feet (linear).  The Popular Dry Goods 

Department Store was organized in 1902 by Adolph Schwartz. The Popular remained the largest 

locally-owned retail enterprise in El Paso until its closure in September 1995. The Popular Dry 

Goods Company records consist of 296 boxes, 63 volumes of newspapers and 5 drawers of 

oversized materials, which detail the officers, stores, finances, operations, and employees of El 

Paso’s largest locally-owned retail enterprise. The records include correspondence, letters of 

incorporation, photographs, memos, newsletters, general and journal ledgers, merchandising 

printouts, and other financial documents. 

Historical Records of the Former ASARCO El Paso Smelter Site, MS 585  These records include 

approximately 12,000 oversized drawings and plans, 77 ledgers and bound copies of 

correspondence or indexes, 4 framed panoramic photos, approximately 3000 black-and-white 

negatives, 250 color slides, and several hundred aerial views and maps.  Not all the materials 

relate specifically to the former smelter site in El Paso; some show facilities in Mexico, Arizona, 

New Mexico, or Colorado. 

El Paso Borderlands History 

W. H. Timmons papers, MS 041, 1584 – 1992, 12 feet 6 inches (linear).   Dr. Timmons’ papers 

document his life and career as a professor of history at the University of Texas at El Paso. The 

papers contain materials relating to the history of the U.S. – Mexico borderlands. Types of records 

include correspondence, books, maps, research notes, dissertations and theses, newsletters, realia, 

photocopies of articles from both periodicals and encyclopedias, historical documents, faculty and 

seminar papers, computer diskettes, photographs, and microfilm. 

Robert Ewing Thomason papers, MS 140, 1863 – 1978, 9 feet 2 inches (linear). Born in 1879, 

Robert Ewing Thomason was a lawyer and former mayor of El Paso, Texas, for two terms (1927 

and 1929, respectively). He served as a United States Congressman from the 16th District of 

Texas from 1930-1947, and he was also a United States District Judge of the Western District of 

Texas from 1947-1963. Materials include biographical information, newspaper clippings, 

correspondence, photographs, scrapbooks, a bible, notebooks, legal records, and a typed, 

unpublished manuscript of a book written by Thomason titled   Noted Cases I Have Tried. Also 

included are reports and photographs documenting the findings of a congressional delegation that 

investigated Nazi war crimes at the end of World War II. 

C.L. Sonnichsen papers, MS 141, 1861-1991, 74.5 feet (linear). The C. L. Sonnichsen papers 

consist primarily of research materials, correspondence and manuscripts dealing with the books 

Sonnichsen wrote over a fifty year period. Included are correspondence, manuscripts, newspaper 

clippings, photographs, maps, scrapbooks, oral history interviews, research notes, theses, 

pamphlets, cassette and magnetic tapes, notecards, published material, personal materials that deal 

mostly with his education and teaching experience, and awards. 

Tom Lea papers, MS 476, 1905 – 2001, 114 feet (linear).   The Tom Lea papers consist of 

materials related to his personal and professional life as an artist, writer and war correspondent. 

The papers include original art work, literary manuscripts, proofs and galleys of books, diaries, 

correspondence, awards, project and research files, business and financial records, photographs 

and negatives, posters, art prints, maps, slides, audio and video recordings, realia, scrapbooks, 

albums, clippings and printed materials. 

Mexican Revolution photograph collection, PH 015, 1900 – 1920, 5.6 feet (linear). This collection 

includes original photo postcards, negatives, copy prints, half-tone prints pertaining to the 

https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS317_Popular.pdf
https://cdm15823.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15823coll15
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS041_Timmons.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS140_Thomason.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS141_Sonnichsen.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/ms476_tom_lea_complete.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/PH015_mexican-revolution.pdf
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Mexican Revolution. The majority of the images are copy prints, which are often duplicated 

within the collection, and some replicate images from separate sources. 

Stout-Feldman Studio photographs, PH 074  In 1895, California native Fred J. Feldman leased 

and later purchased the photographic business of the Bushong Studio in downtown El Paso, 

Texas. The Fred J. Feldman Studio thrived during the 1910s and 1920s and became the premier 

photographic business in El Paso. Feldman was particularly well known for his skill in portraiture. 

He photographed many prominent businessmen, bankers, judges, mayors, and attorneys as well as 

society women and community groups. The collection contains glass plate and film negatives 

from about 1900 through the early 1950s. The UTEP Library purchased the collection from 

Achilles Studio after the negatives had been stored in the Studio’s basement for many years. 

Governmental Records 

El Paso County records, MS 132.The El Paso County records include jail logs with separate 

listings for immigration and federal prisoners. Also of interest are probate files, deed records, 

criminal and civil cases, and tax rolls. The records also include some materials from other west 

Texas counties, including Hudspeth, Brewster, and Jeff Davis. 

Rio Grande Compact Commission records, MS 406, 1939 – 1968, 3 feet (linear). Formed as a 

result of the interstate compact signed by the states of Colorado, New Mexico and Texas in 1938, 

the Texas Commission’s goal is to implement the compact by assuring the equitable apportioning 

of waters from the Rio Grande Basin.  The records contain correspondence, reports, tables, maps, 

and photographs that reflect the activities of the Texas office of the Rio Grande Compact 

Commission. 

Immigration History 

CLINIC Citizenship/Immigration records, MS 397. The Catholic Legal Immigration Network 

(CLINIC) records consist of 56 boxes which contain case files of immigrants who received legal 

assistance. The files are arranged in alphabetical order. 

National Catholic Welfare Conference case files, MS 173, 1904 – 1958, 42 feet (linear). The 

collection contains case files of clients who received assistance from the Border Office of the 

National Catholic Welfare Conference.  Types of records found in these files include forms, 

correspondence, notes, border crossing cards, and other legal documents. The case files are 

primarily arranged in alphabetical order by the name of the client.  Alphabetical sequence begins 

with G and goes through Z. 

Fanny Zlabovsky – National Council of Jewish Women case files, MS 508, 1922 – 1946, 3 feet 8 

inches (linear).  The Fanny Zlabovsky-National Council of Jewish Women case files consist of 

239 case files that include correspondence in English and Yiddish with immigrants and their 

families as well as with officials at the national office of the NCJW, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 

Society, and other national and international organizations that assisted immigrants in the 1920s, 

1930s and 1940s.  In addition to these case files, there are other items of general correspondence 

and reports spanning from 1922 to 1941. 

Mexican-American/Chicano(a) History 

Cleofas Calleros papers, MS 231, 1860 – 1977, 60 feet (linear).  Cleofas Calleros was the long-

time director of the El Paso offices of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, a group which 

https://cdm15823.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15823coll13
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS132_El-Paso-County-Records.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS406_RioGrandeCompact.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS173_NCWC.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS508_NCJW_Finding_Aid.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS231_Calleros.pdf
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provided assistance to immigrants. His papers as director of the local office of the National 

Catholic Welfare Conference document the role of the Catholic Church in immigration and social 

work on the U.S. – Mexico border. Many of the newspapers, newsletters, journals and pamphlets 

in the Calleros papers relate to historical events in El Paso, Juárez and the Southwest. The 

Calleros papers contain postcards from the Southwest United States and Europe.  Rare 

photographs of Catholic missions and clergy, early religious processions, the construction of Mt. 

Cristo Rey, Mexican-American parish activities, the Tigua Indians, and historical photographs of 

early El Paso families and events are also part of the collection. 

Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Atzlan  (MECHA - El Paso) records, MS 254, 1967 – 2000, 

16 feet, 9 inches (linear).  The MECHA records contain minutes, agendas, flyers, correspondence, 

pamphlets, financial records, newspapers and clippings, programs, publications, and other printed 

materials. These materials help document the Chicano rights movement and the development of 

the Chicano Studies program at UTEP.   

Casasola photograph collection, PH 041  Most of the photographs in this collection are from the 

early work of the Casasola Photograph Studio.  Since Mr. Alfonso Casasola died in 1948, work by 

other photographers is also included in this collection. Casasola Studios employed many young 

photographers over the years, several of whom went on to start their own studios. For instance, 

Mr. José Andow started as an apprentice while still a teenager, and worked for Mr. Casasola both 

before and after his service in World War II. The collection contains thousands of images. This is 

a selection of all   identified   photos. 

Native American History 

Mescalero Apache Tribe collection, MS 95, 0.25 linear inches.  This collection consists of one 

typewritten letter and one pamphlet concerning a proposed transfer of National Forest lands to the 

Mescalero Apache Tribe. Apparently, a proposal had been made by the Tribe to exchange certain 

land owned by them for land owned by the United States Department of Agriculture Forest 

Service so that the Sierra Blanca Ski Run (operated by the Tribe) could be enlarged and therefore 

would bring in greater revenue. The Forest Service was opposed to this for ecological reasons and 

published the pamphlet inviting comments from the general public and several institutions. The 

geographical area in question was southern New Mexico near Ruidoso in Lincoln County. 

Eve Ball collection, MS 117, 1880 – 1976, 1 foot, 4 inches (linear). The Eve Ball Collection 

consists of materials collected by Eve Ball (1890-1984), historian and authority on the Apache. 

The collection includes photographs, business ledgers and daybooks, newspaper articles, and a 

partial diary transcript. 

UTEP History 

UTEP collection, MS 001, 1914 – 2018. These records help document the activities of UTEP 

students, faculty, and staff, and chronicle the school’s history since 1914. Types of records 

include catalogs, programs, media guides, clippings, memorandum, newsletters, photographs, 

ephemera and artifacts, correspondence, reports, financial ledgers and receipts, scrapbooks, 

minutes, publications, and other printed materials. 

Joseph M. Ray papers, MS 148, 1929 – 1983, 24 feet (linear).  The Joseph M. Ray papers contain 

daily notes, scrapbooks, and publications that he collected, produced, and edited. Most of the 

materials relate to his tenure as president of the University of Texas at El Paso. It also includes a 

https://cdm15823.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15823coll2
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS117_Ball.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS001_MASTERGuide.pdf
https://www.utep.edu/library/_Files/docs/special-collections/finding-aids/MS148_Ray.pdf
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number of the notes and drafts for the books he edited after he resigned the presidency and was 

given a graduate professorship. 

J. Carl Hertzog papers, MS 295, 1901 – 1985, 50 feet (linear). The papers document Carl 

Hertzog's personal life and professional activities as a printer, typographer, book designer, and 

founder of Texas Western Press. The majority of the papers reflect Hertzog's general business 

affairs regarding printing requests, project designs, and material acquisition. The correspondence 

in the personal papers series contains a description of Hertzog's family and childhood. 

Women's History 

Belle Christie Critchett papers, MS 386, 1915 – 1968, 8 feet, 9 inches (linear). Belle Christie 

Ferguson Critchett (1868? – 1956), supported and promoted many progressive era-issues of the 

time, including women’s suffrage and the legal status of women, good citizenship and political 

reform, maternal health and child welfare, prison reform, prohibition, and the peace movement. 

Types of records include correspondence, clippings, publications and other printed material, 

maps, posters, songs, a glass lantern slide, and photographs.  

Woman’s Club of El Paso records, MS576, 1895 – 2015, 140 feet (linear).   Founded in 1894, the 

Woman’s Club is a “non-profit organization committed to providing an educational and cultural 

center for its members, preserving the integrity of its historic clubhouse, improving conditions and 

opportunities for women, and enhancing the quality of life in our community.”   Types of records 

include minutes, correspondence, photographs, newsletters, yearbooks, scrapbooks, programs, 

buildings plans, financial ledgers, posters, oral histories, CDs, cassette tapes, computer discs, 

reports, receipts, contracts, clippings, and other printed materials. These records document the 

Club’s history, membership, and activities as well as provide information about the organization’s 

historic clubhouse.   

Pan American Round Table of El Paso records, MS 526, 1921 – 2013, 55 feet, 9 inches (linear). 

Founded in 1921 by Eugenia Schuster (1865-1946), the Pan American Round Table of El Paso is 

a nonprofit women’s organization which promotes “mutual knowledge, understanding, and 

friendship among the peoples of the western hemisphere” through educational forums and 

lectures, community involvement and activities, and the annual celebration of Pan American Day 

on April 14. Types of records include minutes, agendas, correspondence, reports, financial 

records, clippings, photographs, negatives, slides, cassette tapes, scrapbooks, proclamations, 

postcards and other souvenirs, invitations, programs, notes, publications, pamphlets and 

brochures, and other printed material.    
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