UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM CHANGE MEMO

Date: November 30, 2022

From: Selfa A. Chew-Melendez, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies, College
of Liberal Arts

Through: Anadeli Bencomo, Dean, College of Liberal AW wtsnd

To: Selfa A. Chew-Melendez, Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

Proposal Title: Additional courses required for Liberal Arts students selecting a 12-hour
minor.

In Liberal Arts degree plans where a minor is required, students are allowed to select
minors from other approved disciplines, in other colleges. If a student selects a 12-hour
minor, they must complete two additional courses (6 credit hours) to satisfy the College’s
minor requirement of 18 credit hours. The additional six hours will be fulfilled by
selecting a course from each of the two sections below:

Electives A (Select one of the following): LEAD 1300, LEAD 2300, LEAD 4350, PHIL 2306,
POLS 3350, POLS 3351, POLS 4356, CHIC 4307

Electives B (Select one of the following): Any Community Engagement & Leadership
designated course (CEL).

By adding six credit hours in those two fields, Liberal Arts students will satisfy the minor
requirement that aligns with the objectives of a Liberal Arts education, among them: a)
“_..understand(ing) the importance of social change, social justice, and community
engagement, and the value of individual responsibility in a society of diverse needs;” and,
b) “...embark(ing) on lives and careers that advance their personal and professional
goals, while representing the values of a democratic, free, diverse, and tolerant society.”
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that the necessary funds will be allocated by the college in support of this proposal.
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CEL Designation Courses

Leadership and Community Engagement Course Definition:

Courses with integrated, structured community-based projects and activities connected to course
learning objectives where engagement with community partners is equally beneficial to the
student and community partners. Participation involves reciprocal teaching-learning experience
over the course of the academic semester and students gain additional skills while applying their
knowledge in the community-setting.

Purpose of courses:

To strengthen students’ understanding of their role in society as citizens and leaders and to build
the knowledge and competencies that will enable them to be socially responsible and
participating individuals.

Examples of this type of engagement include:

o Community-based internships, clinical, fieldwork, and student teaching

e Service-learning placements in the community where “direct service hours” are
performed

e Planning and implementation of service learning activity or project

e Design, consultation, or creation of a community product or tool

e Pro bono specialized services performed by faculty and students (e.g. consulting) in
connection with course or academic objectives

e Student community-based research to include surveying, observations, and field notes

The MLS Program has two CEL designation
courses. https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/resources/faculty-staff-resources/cel/index.htm
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