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UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM CHANGE MEMO  
 

 
Date:   October 26, 2020 
 
From:  Charles Francis Leinberger, Department of Music 
 
Through: Steve Wilson, Chair, Department of Music 
 
Through: Denis O’Hearn, Dean, College of Liberal Arts 
 
To:  Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
   
 
Proposal Title:   Bachelor of Music in Commercial Music Curriculum Changes             
 
The Department of Music is committed to UTEP’s mission to provide our students with access and 
excellence. By continuing to offer the Bachelor of Music in Commercial Music degree that meets 
the requirement for accreditation, we believe that we can accomplish this mission. There are two 
parts to this proposal: 

1.� The addition of courses to the Commercial Music degree as required by the National 
Association of Schools of Music (NASM). All of the courses involved are already being 
offered by the Department of Music. 

2.� An update to the ensemble requirements for the Commercial music degree.   
 
Part 1: 
 
This proposal affects the program BM-CMUS, Bachelor of Music in Commercial Music. In 2017, the 
Department of Music began our periodic review with the National association of Schools of Music 
(NASM). The department chair has been working closely with NASM to clarify how to proceed to 
bring our degrees in line with the current requirements for our continued accreditation.  NASM 
requires “Keyboard competency.”1 This is typically achieved through a four-semester sequence of 
Class Piano (MUSI 1181, 1182, 2181, 2182 in the ACGM).2  
 
Most Commercial Music majors at UTEP enroll in MUSA 1271 and 1272 (Piano Class I and II) 
followed by MUSA 2255 and 2256 (Commercial Piano I and II). However, only MUSA 2255 and 
2256, Commercial Piano I and II, appear in the current degree. MUSA 1271 and 1272, are 
prerequisites for MUSA 2255 and 2256. This discrepancy has also created Financial Aid issues for 
many music majors, as Piano I and II populate as Non-Contributing Courses in their degree 
evaluation (CAPP).  
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Adding 4 semester credit hours to the degree can easily be accomplished by removing the 4 hours 
of electives currently in the degree.  This will not require an increase in the total number of hours in 
the degree.   
 
Part 2: 
 
The ensemble requirements in the current degree plan are vague.  This proposal will clarify 
ensemble requirements based on the student’s primary instrument or voice.  This proposal also 
reflects new requirements for Commercial Music majors whose primary instrument is guitar or 
piano (keyboard). 
  
Currently, Commercial Music majors whose primary instrument is guitar or piano could take eight 
semesters of Large Ensemble and never play his or her instrument in an ensemble.  To address 
this shortcoming, the Music Faculty has approved a plan for these students to take up to four 
semesters of MUSA 1137, Special Focus Ensembles, toward the eight-semester Large Ensemble 
requirement.  MUSA 1137 includes Jazz 1, Jazz 2, and Commercial Music Ensemble.  
 
Incidentally, Commercial Music majors whose primary instrument is Piano do not take Piano Class 
I and II, but they do take Commercial Piano I and II, based on the recommendation of the Piano 
faculty. This will not cause any serious problems.  
 
Attachment: 
BM-CMUS, Bachelor of Music in Commercial Music degree plan.  
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CURRICULUM CHANGE PROPOSAL 
 

APPROVAL PAGE�
�
Proposal Title: Bachelor of Music in Commercial Music Curriculum Changes  
 
College:   Liberal Arts               Department: Music 
�
�
DEPARTMENT CHAIR  
 
I have read the enclosed proposal and approve this proposal on behalf of the department. 
 
 
_______________________________________           _______________________________  
   
Signature        Date 
 
 
COLLEGE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE CHAIR 
 
I have read the enclosed documents and approve the proposal on behalf of the college curriculum 
committee. 
        
 
 
     
_______________________________________           _______________________________  
         
Signature        Date 
 
 
COLLEGE DEAN  
 
I have read the enclosed documents and approve the proposal on behalf of the college.  I certify 
that the necessary funds will be allocated by the college in support of this proposal. 
 
 
     
_______________________________________           _______________________________  
         
Signature        Date  
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