
Graduate Curriculum Change Memo 
 

Date:  March 26, 2018 
 
From:  Leanne F. Alarid, Department Chair 
 
Through:  Steve Crites, Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts 
   
To:  Jack Chessa, Chair, Graduate Council 
 
Subject: New Degree Proposal: 

Master of Science in Criminology and Criminal Justice 
 
 
The Department of Criminal Justice is proposing a brand new Master of Science degree 
program in Criminology and Criminal Justice.  Since 1974, the Department of Criminal 
Justice has had one of the largest undergraduate degree programs on campus.  The 
department currently has an excess of 1,200 majors in the B.A. in Criminal Justice and 
200 minors, and the attached proposal will show that there is clear student and 
practitioner demand for a Master degree program. Departmental faculty are in support of 
a graduate program, and the degree would provide a strong conduit for a Ph.D. program 
and/or for practitioners who need a terminal Master’s for promotional purposes. A 
degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice is one of the most cost effective and popular 
degree programs nationwide, and we believe the same will hold true here at UTEP. 
 
The Department of Criminal Justice is proposing to add 19 new CRIJ courses to the 
curriculum, and to make changes/updates to two pre-existing CRIJ graduate courses 
that were proposed in the 1970s, but not taught in over 30 years (CRIJ 5300 and CRIJ 
5340). 
 
As readers will see in the attached proposal, program costs are decreased because the 
MS-CCJ degree will utilize pre-existing research methods and statistics courses already 
taught by other departments—all of whom have agreed to allow MS-CCJ thesis track 
students to enroll. 
 
The MS-CCJ degree program also allows students to take 6-9 credits outside the 
department if they choose in pre-approved electives.  The MS-CCJ program has enlisted 
the support of outside departments, some of whom have agreed to cross-list elective 
courses, such as INSS and Public Administration programs.     
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