


Graduate Curriculum Change Memo 

 
Date:  March 12, 2018 
 
From:  James M. Wood, Ph.D. 

Graduate Program Director, Department of Psychology, UTEP 
 
Through:  Edward Castañeda, Ph.D. 

Chair, Department of Psychology, UTEP 
 
Through:  Stephen Crites, Ph.D. 

Dean, College of Liberal Arts, UTEP 
   
To:  Jack Chessa, Ph.D. 

Chair, Graduate Council, UTEP 
 
Subject: Addition of two courses to Clinical Psychology M.A. Program: 
   (1) PSYC 6317   Behav/Mental Hlth Intrvention  

(2) PSYC 6318   Seminar in Psych Assessment 
 

 
 
The curriculum of the Clinical Psychology M.A. program within the UTEP Psychology Department 
was developed more than 25 years ago.  The Department is now engaged in updating this 
curriculum to meet the educational and professional goals of the program's current graduates.  
During the past 10 years, students in the Clinical Psychology program have found post-
graduation positions as both clinicians and researchers in mental health, criminal justice and 
educational settings. As a first step toward meeting the diverse needs of such graduates, the 
Department proposes to add the following two new graduate courses in Psychology: 
 
 (1) PSYC 6317   Behav/Mental Hlth Intrvention  

This course will train students to design and implement practical, evidence-based 
interventions for behavioral change in mental health, criminal justice, and 
educational settings.  
 

(2) PSYC 6318   Seminar in Psych Assessment 
This course will train students to identify, evaluate and administer psychological 
tests in clinical settings and as part of research projects 

 
Next year, after these courses are in place in the Graduate Catalogue, the Department intends to 
designate them as core courses in the MA Clinical Psychology Program. 
 
In addition, it is anticipated that these courses will be useful to UTEP graduate students from 
other disciplines besides Clinical Psychology.  For instance, we anticipate that some students 
from our Department's Health Psychology and Legal Psychology PhD programs will enroll in 
these courses.  We also anticipate that these courses will attract MA and PhD students from 
other Departments and Colleges, such as student from Criminal Justice, Health Sciences, 
Rehabilitation, and Social Work. 



Course Add Form 

 
Course Information 

 
Subject Prefix and #   PSYC 6317                 TCCN (If applicable)     
 
Title (29 characters or fewer):   Behav/Mental Hlth Intrvention 
 
Dept. Administrative Code:  Psychology CIP Code  42.2801.00 (Clinical Psychology)  
 
Course Level (UG, GR, DR, or SP):  GR 
 
Will this course be taught during a part of term in addition to a full 16-week term?   No               
If so, what term length will this course be taught in?  (e.g., 8 weeks) N/A  
 
How many times may the course be taken for credit? (Please indicate 1-9 times): 1  
 
Should the course be exempt from the “Three Repeat Rule?” (Y/N):  N  
 
Grading Mode:  X Standard _____ Pass/Fail _____ Audit  
 
Description (600 characters maximum): 
 
This course teaches students to apply evidence-based practices in mental health care, criminal 
justice, academic and public health settings.  Students at the Master’s and PhD level will learn to 
integrate evidence-based interventions into practice and research, and to adapt these 
interventions to the settings and target populations with which they work.   Readings regarding 
evidence-based practice will be discussed in class, and concepts will be applied to behavioral 
health and mental health problems in the community based on students' interests and 
professional goals.   
    
Contact Hours (per week):  3  Lecture Hours _____ Lab Hours _____ Other 
 
Types of Instruction (Schedule Type): (Underline all types of instruction which reflect how 
the course should be scheduled in Banner.): 

A Lecture   H Thesis 
B Laboratory   I Dissertation 
C Practicum   K Lecture/Lab Combined 
D Seminar   O Discussion or Review (Study Skills) 
E Independent Study  P Specialized Instruction 
F Private Lesson   Q Student Teaching 

        
Equivalent Courses 

 
Course Number 

N/A 

  

  
 
 
 
 



 
Prerequisite Course(s) 

    
Course Number Concurrent Enrollment 

Permitted? (Y/N) 
Minimum Grade 

Required 

NA NA NA 

      

      

 
 
Corequisite Course(s): 

 
Course Number 

NA 

  

 
Restrictions 

 
Indicate which of the following registration restrictions should be implemented: 
 
 

Restriction Yes/No 

Departmental Approval No 

 
 

Restriction Yes/No Test Name Minimum Score 

Placement Test NO   

 
 

Restriction Yes/No Majors Permitted 

Major Yes Restricted to majors of 

CPSY,EPSY,PSYC and to 

graduate students in 

rehabilitation psychology, 

nursing, public health and 

other relevant graduate 

degrees possibly including 

EDPC, HSCI, REHC, SOWK, 

NURS, CHHS 

 
 

Restriction Yes/No Classes Permitted 

Classification No  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Rationale for Adding the Course 

 
The UTEP Psychology Department is updating its MA Clinical Psychology curriculum to meet the 
educational and professional goals of the program's current graduates.  It is now common for 
these graduates to obtain work in public agencies in which they are asked to design and 
implement interventions for behavioral change, for instance with mental health populations or in 
juvenile justice settings.  The course proposed here, "PSYC 6317 Behav/Mental Hlth Intrvention," 
will prepare MA Clinical Psychology students for such a task. Specifically, the course will train 
these students to identify, design and implement practical, evidence-based approaches to various 
mental health and behavioral health problems.   
 
In addition, it is anticipated that this course will be useful to UTEP graduate students from other 
disciplines besides Clinical Psychology.  For instance, we anticipate that many students from our 
Department's Health Psychology and Legal Psychology PhD programs will enroll in this course as 
a concentration elective.  In addition, we expect that MA and PhD students from other 
Departments and other Colleges will enroll, such as student from Criminal Justice, Health 
Sciences, Rehabilitation, and Social Work. 
 
This new proposed course was offered in Fall, 2017 under the existing course title "PSYC 5322 
Theories/Methods Psychotherapy." Students responded well to the course.  A copy of the course 
syllabus is attached, with the numbering and name updated to "PSYC 6317 Behav/Mental Hlth 
Intrvention."  The Psychology Department would now like to add this course to the Graduate 
Catalogue and begin offering it on a regular basis (probably biennially). 
 
It is anticipated that within the next year the Psychology Department will propose changes to the 
core courses of the MA Clinical Psychology program, and at that time will propose making "PSYC 
6317 Behav/Mental Hlth Intrvention" a core clinical course.  Adding this course to the course 
catalogue now will make it easier to add it as a Core Course next year. 
   



Course Syllabus 

PSYC 6317 Behav/Mental Hlth Intrvention 

 

Course: PSYC 6317 Behav/Mental Hlth Intrvention 

Dates: August 31st – December 7th 

Time: Thursdays, 4:40 -7:20 pm 

Location: Quinn Hall Rm #103 

 

Faculty: Craig Field, PhD, MPH 

Office: Psychology Building, Rm. 116 

Email: cfield@utep.edu 

 

Purpose: This course is designed to prepare you for independent practice and program evaluation in the 

community  

Course Description: This course is designed to prepare you for independent practice and program 

evaluation in the community.  Rather than teach you about the application of specific evidence based 

approaches in psychology to specific disorders, the course will focus upon the application of evidence 

based practice in psychology. In addition, you will become familiar with the various schools of 

psychotherapy and the current state of the science in psychotherapy research.  Class projects will 

include familiarizing you with several psychological disorders and evidence based approaches in greater 

depth.  The service learning opportunity will help you face the challenges and limitations of applying 

evidence based approaches in the real world setting.   

 This course is primarily designed for those in the Masters of Clinical Psychology program either 

as a terminal degree or as part of their PhD program of study.   

 This course requires a significant amount of reading, critical evaluation of that reading and 

application to a real world challenge related to evidence based psychotherapy research.   

 Learning is driven by classroom discussions and application not lectures.  This demands a higher 

level of engagement with the material.  

Course Objectives:  At the end of this course you should be able to:  

1) Define Evidence Based Practice in Psychology 

2) Be familiar with the process for applying evidence based practice in community settings 

3) Be familiar with various schools of psychotherapy and the current state of the research in 

psychotherapy  

4) Be knowledgeable about evidence based approaches for addressing various psychological disorders 

Primary Text: Goodheart, C. D., Kazdin, A. E., & Sternberg, R. J. (2006) Evidence-based psychotherapy: 
Where practice and research meet. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. 

Supplemental Text: The Oxford handbook of clinical psychology, By David H. Barlow (Ed.) New York, NY: 

Oxford University Press, 2011. 

 

mailto:cfield@utep.edu


Course Expectations:   

Before class 

Do the reading. All of it. Annotate your reading. Ask questions of the text in the margins. Maybe even 

type up your notes. Always consider what’s at stake in the reading, how the reading informs your 

understanding of the class themes, other course materials, the methods, the content. How does the 

reading relate to your own burgeoning research questions? 

Come to class with questions and discussion points. If you are reticent about speaking in class, recruit a 

friend to chat about your ideas for five minutes the day before class. Do not, however, memorize one 

point in the reading so that you make your one perfunctory comment in class. Everyone is on to that 

game! 

During class 
Do your part to help foster a collegial environment. This means: Listen. Participate fully. Be respectful. 
Showcase your intellectual curiosity by engaging with all types of ideas, not just the ones in your 
designated area of study. 
When you speak, remember to look at your classmates, not exclusively at the professor. 
Use your breadth of knowledge — connect the readings to other readings in your class and other out-
of-class readings. Feel free to apply the readings or theme of the day to your project, but don’t be so 
focused on utilitarian knowledge that you fail to engage fully with all of the issues at hand. 
Do not fall into the trap of wholesale skewering the reading of the week. This is intellectually lazy. The 
work must have some redeeming value if it has been assigned. Even if you want to make a serious 
critique of the reading you should attempt to articulate its contributions/interventions as well as 
limitations. 
 
Writing 
Turn in all writing assignments on time. Do not save your seminar papers for the week before they are 
due.  Begin generating ideas the first week of class. Talk about your ideas with your classmates and your 
professor.  
 

Course Requirements:  

Reaction Papers: At the beginning of every class, students must turn in a reaction/thought paper based 
on the assigned readings. This is an opportunity to show critical reasoning skills and engagement with 
the material. The papers may take many forms and will be guided by a few key questions.   
 
Evidence-Based Treatment Research Paper: In this course, you will learn that therapy is generally 
effective overall, but that different therapies are effective for different conditions and ineffective for 
other conditions. In large part, the purpose of this course is to give you the information and skills 
needed to make sense of the research. Obviously, however, one course nearly enough time for you to 
learn about what therapies are effective for every single disorder. So, in this paper, you will have the 
opportunity to explore how to efficaciously treat a disorder that is of interest to you. Please choose a 
disorder and okay it with me before starting work on the paper. Your assignment is to investigate one 
type of treatment for that disorder, explain briefly the therapeutic techniques of that treatment, then 
spend most of your paper conveying the research literature regarding the efficacy of that treatment. 
Your paper should be 4-6 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt type-written. It is very important the treatment 
you choose should be considered an EBT for that disorder. You should cite a minimum of 12 references, 



at least nine of which should be empirical studies (randomized controlled trials, metaanalyses, etc.). The 
paper should be written in APA format.  
 
Evidence Based Treatment in Practice Paper: In this paper, your assignment is to apply an evidence 
based psychotherapy to the treatment to a particular disorder in the service learning community 
organization. You should write a paper on the same treatment you focused on in the “Evidence-Based 
Treatment Research Paper” and will choose to apply the treatment to the disorder they focused on in 
that previous paper. Your paper should be 4-6 pages (exclusive of the “Evidence-Based Treatment 
Research Paper”), double-spaced, 12 pt type-written.  

 
Policies:  
Academic Honesty: Any suspicion of cheating will be reported to the OSCCR. There are no excuses for 
cheating. All assignments must be the original work of the student, not used for any other course, and 
completed in a manner consistent with UTEP’s code of conduct. You are expected to be familiar with 
these standards and policies; in the event of a violation, ignorance will not be accepted as an excuse. 
The UTEP Code of Academic Integrity and Scholastic Dishonesty can be found at 
http://sa.utep.edu/osccr/academic-integrity/. Plagiarism – or any other form of academic dishonesty – 
will result in an automatic F for the course.  
 
Plagiarism: (from the Modern Language Association of America Handbook, 1988, New York; 21-23): 
Plagiarism is the act of using another person's ideas or expressions in your writing without 
acknowledging the source. In short, to plagiarize is to give the impression that you have written or 
thought something that you have in fact borrowed from someone else. IF YOU HAVE DOUBT ABOUT 
WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE COMMITTING PLAGIARISM, CITE YOUR SOURCE OR SOURCES. IF YOU ARE 
STILL USURE, ASK THE INSTRUCTOR  

 
Academic Accommodations: If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please 
contact The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to 
cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106. For additional information, 
please visit the CASS website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass.  
 
Grading: Final Grades will take into account 1) class participation including attendance and engagement 

in classroom discussions 2) reaction papers 3) class presentations 3) research papers 4) practice papers 

and 5) project presentations.  These will represent 10%, 10%, 10%, 20%, 25% and 25%, respectively, of 

your final grade. 

 

 
  



Fall 2017  

 Readings/Discussion Due 

August 31st Introduction to Course & EBP  

September 7th Topic 1 Question Formulation 

September 14th Topic 2  

September 21st Topic 3 Evidence Search 

September 28th Topic 4  

October 5th Topic 5 Critical Appraisal 

October 12th Topic 6 RESEARCH PAPERS DUE 

October 19th Topic 7 Implementation 

October 26th Topic 8  

November 2nd Topic 9  Monitoring 

November 9th Topic 10  

November 16th Topic 11 Training 

November 30th Topic 12  

December 7th Topic 13 Implementation 

December 14th FINAL 
PRACTICE PAPERS DUE 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Course Modules 

Module 1: What is it? 

Anderson, N. B. (2006). Evidence-based practice in psychology. American Psychologist, 61(4), 271-285. 

 

Spring, B., & Neville, K. (2011). Evidence-based Practice In Clinical Psychology In D.H. Barlow (Ed.), The 

Oxford Handbook of Clinical Psychology (pp. 128-149). New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 

Module 2: Why does it matter? 

Kazdin, A. E. (2008). Evidence-based treatment and practice: new opportunities to bridge clinical 

research and practice, enhance the knowledge base, and improve patient care. American psychologist, 

63(3), 146. 

 

Kazdin, A. E. (2008). Evidence-based treatments and delivery of psychological services: Shifting our 
emphases to increase impact. Psychological Services, 5(3), 201. 
 

Module 3: Schools of Psychotherapy 

Carter, J.A. (2006). Theoretical Pluralism & Technical Eclecticism In C.D. Goodheart, Kazdin, A.E., & 

Sternberg, R.J. (Eds.), Evidence-based Psychotherapy (pp. 63-80). Washington, D.C.: American 

Psychological Association. 

 

Boswell, J.F., Sharppless, B.A., Greenberg, L.S., Heatherington, L., Huppert, J.D., Barber, J.P.,... (2011). 

Schools of Psychotherapy and the Beginnings of the Scientific Methods In D.H. Barlow (Ed.), The Oxford 

Handbook of Clinical Psychology (pp. 98-127). New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 



Module 4: Psychotherapy Research  

Lambert, M.J., & Archer, A. (2006). Research Findings on the Effects of Psychotherapy and Their 

Implications for Practice In C.D. Goodheart, Kazdin, A.E., & Sternberg, R.J. (Eds.), Evidence-based 

Psychotherapy (pp. 111-130). Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. 

 

Chambless, D. L., & Ollendick, T. H. (2001). Empirically supported psychological interventions: 

Controversies and evidence. Annual review of psychology, 52(1), 685-716. 

 

Module 5: Evidence Based Relationships 

Norcross, J. C., & Hill, C. E. (2004). Empirically Supported Therapy Relationships. Clinical Psychologist, 

57(3), 19. 

 

Norcross, J. C., & Lambert, M. J. (2014). Relationship science and practice in psychotherapy: closing 

commentary. Psychotherapy, 51(3), 398. 

 

Module 6: The Continuum of Evidence 

Kendell, P.C. & Comer, J.S. (2011). Research Methods in Clinical Psychology In D.H. Barlow (Ed.), The 

Oxford Handbook of Clinical Psychology (pp. 52-75). New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 

Huppert, J.D., Fabbro, A., & Barlow, D.H. (2006). Evidence-Based Practice and Psychological Treatments 

In C.D. Goodheart, Kazdin, A.E., & Sternberg, R.J. (Eds.), Evidence-based Psychotherapy (pp.131-152). 

Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. 

 

Flay, B. R., Biglan, A., Boruch, R. F., Castro, F. G., Gottfredson, D., Kellam, S., Ji, P. (2005). Standards of 

Evidence: Criteria for Efficacy, Effectiveness and Dissemination. Prevention Science, 6(3), 151-175. 

doi:10.1007/s11121-005-5553-y 

 

Module 7: Evidence Based Assessment 

Hunsley, J., & Mash, E.J. (2011). Evidence-based Assessment In D.H. Barlow (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook 

of Clinical Psychology (pp. 76-97). New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 

Kazdin, A.E. (2006). Assessment and Evaluation in Clinical Practice In C.D. Goodheart, Kazdin, A.E., & 

Sternberg, R.J. (Eds.), Evidence-based Psychotherapy (pp. 153-178). Washington, D.C.: American 

Psychological Association. 

 

Module 8: Disciplined Inquiry 

Messer, S. B. (2004). Evidence-Based Practice: Beyond Empirically Supported Treatments. Professional 

Psychology: Research and Practice, 35(6), 580. 

 

Peterson, D. R. (1991). Connection and disconnection of research and practice in the education of 

professional psychologists. American Psychologist, 46(4), 422. 

 

Module 9: Cultural Competence 



Hays, P. A. (2009). Integrating evidence-based practice, cognitive–behavior therapy, and multicultural 

therapy: Ten steps for culturally competent practice. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 

40(4), 354. 

 

Comas-Diaz, L. (2011). Interventions with Culturally Diverse Populations In D.H. Barlow (Ed.), The Oxford 

Handbook of Clinical Psychology (pp. 877-898). New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 

Module 10: Cultural Adaptation 

Hwang, W. C. (2009). The formative method for adapting psychotherapy (FMAP): A community-based 

developmental approach to culturally adapting therapy. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 

40(4), 369. 

 

Hwang, W. C. (2006). The psychotherapy adaptation and modification framework: Application to Asian 
Americans. American Psychologist, 61(7), 702. 
 

Module 11: Implementation 

Aarons, G. A., Hurlburt, M., & Horwitz, S. M. (2011). Advancing a conceptual model of evidence-based 
practice implementation in public service sectors. Administration and Policy in Mental Health and 
Mental Health Services Research, 38(1), 4-23. 
 
Stirman, S. W., Bhar, S. S., Spokas, M., Brown, G. K., Creed, T. A., Perivoliotis, D., ... & Beck, A. T. (2010). 
Training and consultation in evidence-based psychosocial treatments in public mental health settings: 
The ACCESS model. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 41(1), 48. 
 

Module 12: Training & Dissemination 

Herschell, A. D., Kolko, D. J., Baumann, B. L., & Davis, A. C. (2010). The role of therapist training in the 
implementation of psychosocial treatments: A review and critique with recommendations. Clinical 
psychology review, 30(4), 448-466. 
 

Stirman, S. W., Crits‐Christoph, P., & DeRubeis, R. J. (2004). Achieving successful dissemination of 
empirically supported psychotherapies: A synthesis of dissemination theory. Clinical psychology: Science 
and practice, 11(4), 343-359. 
 

Module 13: Challenges & Controversies 

Weisz, J.R., & Addis, M.F. (2006). The Research-Practice Tango and Other Choreographic Challenges: 

Using and Testing Evidence-Based Psychotherapies in Clinical Care Settings In C.D. Goodheart, Kazdin, 

A.E., & Sternberg, R.J. (Eds.), Evidence-based Psychotherapy (pp. 179-206). Washington, D.C.: American 

Psychological Association. 

 

Chambless, D. L., & Ollendick, T. H. (2001). Empirically supported psychological interventions: 

Controversies and evidence. Annual review of psychology, 52(1), 685-716. 

 



Course Add Form 

 
Course Information 

 
Subject Prefix and #  PSYC 6318  TCCN (If applicable)     
 
Title (29 characters or fewer):  Seminar in Psych Assessment 
 
Dept. Administrative Code   Psychology  CIP Code 42.2801.00 (Clinical Psychology) 
 
Course Level (UG, GR, DR, or SP):  GR  
 
Will this course be taught during a part of term in addition to a full 16-week term?   No               
If so, what term length will this course be taught in?  (e.g., 8 weeks)  NA 
 
How many times may the course be taken for credit? (Please indicate 1-9 times): 1 
 
Should the course be exempt from the “Three Repeat Rule?” (Y/N): N 
 
Grading Mode:    X  Standard _____ Pass/Fail _____ Audit  
 
Description (600 characters maximum): 

This course introduces students to concepts relevant to the assessment of personality, 
psychopathology, and intellectual functioning in clinical and research settings. Topics covered will 
include ethical issues in assessment, multicultural issues in assessment, objective and projective 
measures, psychometrics, structured interviewing, and selection of instruments for research 
purposes.  

 
    
Contact Hours (per week): 3.0 Lecture Hours       0 Lab Hours _____ Other 
 
Types of Instruction (Schedule Type): (Underline all types of instruction which reflect how 
the course should be scheduled in Banner.): 

A Lecture   H Thesis 
B Laboratory   I Dissertation 
C Practicum   K Lecture/Lab Combined 
D Seminar   O Discussion or Review (Study Skills) 
E Independent Study  P Specialized Instruction 
F Private Lesson   Q Student Teaching 

        
Equivalent Courses 

 
Course Number 

NA 

  

  
 
 
Prerequisite Course(s) 

    



Course Number Concurrent Enrollment 
Permitted? (Y/N) 

Minimum Grade 
Required 

 NA NA NA 

      

      

 
 
Corequisite Course(s): 

 
Course Number 

 NA 

  

 
Restrictions 

 
Indicate which of the following registration restrictions should be implemented: 
 
 

Restriction Yes/No 

Departmental Approval No 

 
 

Restriction Yes/No Test Name Minimum Score 

Placement Test No   

 
 

Restriction Yes/No Majors Permitted 

Major Yes Restricted to majors of 

CPSY,EPSY,PSYC and to 

graduate students in 

rehabilitation psychology, 

nursing, public health and 

other relevant graduate 

degrees possibly including 

EDPC, HSCI, REHC, 

SOWK, NURS, CHHS 

 
 

Restriction Yes/No Classes Permitted 

Classification No  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rationale for Adding the Course 

 
The UTEP Psychology Department is updating its MA Clinical Psychology curriculum to meet the 
educational and professional goals of the program's current graduates.  It is common for 
graduates of the MA Clinical Psychology program to obtain licensure as Psychological Associates 
(PAs) in the state of Texas.  Graduates who obtain this license are typically expected to 
administer and interpret psychological tests under the supervision of a licensed PhD-level 
Psychologists.  The present course, "PSYC 6318 Seminar in Psych Assessment," is designed to 
prepare graduates for this role.   In addition, a substantial number of graduates of the MA Clinical 
Program obtain positions as research assistants and are expected to identify, evaluate and 
administer psychological tests as part of research projects.  This course will prepare graduates to 
carry out these tasks effectively.   
 
In addition, it is anticipated that this course will be useful to UTEP graduate students from other 
disciplines besides Clinical Psychology.  For instance, we anticipate that some students from our 
Department's Health Psychology and Legal Psychology PhD programs will enroll in this course as 
a concentration elective. 
 
This new proposed course was offered in Fall, 2016 under the existing course title "PSYC 6319 
Seminar: Clinical Assessment." Students responded well to the course.  A copy of the course 
syllabus is attached, updated to show the new proposed course title "PSYC 6318. Seminar in 
Psych Assessment."  The Psychology Department would now like to add this course to the 
Graduate Catalogue and begin offering it on a regular basis (probably biennially).   
 
It is anticipated that within the next year the Psychology Department will propose changes to the 
core courses of the MA Clinical Psychology program, and at that time will propose making "PSYC 
6318 Seminar in Psych Assessment" a core clinical course.  Adding this course to the course 
catalogue now will make it easier to add it as a Core Course next year. 
 
  

 



 
INSTRUCTOR 
Jennifer Eno Louden, Ph.D. 
E-mail: jlenolouden@utep.edu  
Office: Vowell Hall room 204  
Office hours: after class (let me know you are coming) or by appointment 
 
COURSE TIME AND LOCATION 
Mondays and Wednesdays 9:00-10:20, Classroom Building C203 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Groth-Marnat, G. (2009). Handbook of psychological assessment (5th Ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.  
 
Additional readings are described below.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is designed to introduce students to concepts relevant to the assessment of 
personality, psychopathology, and intellectual functioning in clinical and research settings. 
Topics covered will include ethical issues in assessment, multicultural issues in assessment, 
objective and projective measures, psychometrics, structured interviewing, and selection of 
instruments for research purposes.  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, students should be able to: 

 Describe the main principles of psychological test development. 

 Describe the process of the ethical use of psychological testing. 

 Describe the factors associated with proper clinical assessment of diverse populations.  

 Describe the key characteristics of common measures of personality, psychopathology, 
and intellectual functioning. 

 Select, administer, and interpret psychological measures in a research context.  
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes: cheating 
on exams or assignments, forgery, and plagiarism. Students caught engaging in academic 
dishonesty may receive an “F” for the course. Please review UTEP’s policy statement on 
academic dishonesty: http://libraryweb.utep.edu/research/plagiarism.php  
 
DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS 
If you have a disability and require accommodation, please contact the Center for 
Accommodations and Support Services at 915-747-5148 or via e-mail (cass@utep.edu) during 
the first week of the semester. They will help you with the required paperwork necessary to 
obtain accommodation. 
 

 

Syllabus 
PSYC 6318   Seminar in Clinical Assessment 
University of Texas at El Paso 
 

http://libraryweb.utep.edu/research/plagiarism.php


COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Class participation. 15% of total grade. As with any graduate level course, students are 
expected to attend class regularly having read the assigned readings. Attendance is particularly 
important in courses like this where clinical skills are practiced. Each student is expected to 
attend every class session and participate in the discussion on the readings for that week. 
Unavoidable absences should be communicated to the instructor via email.  
 
Article review. 5% of total grade. Each student will be assigned to one of the psychological 
measures that will be covered in the course. For the measure you are assigned, you will locate 
one empirical article using that measure and briefly present it to the class. You should bring 
hardcopies of the article for each member of the class. Details on this assignment will be 
discussed in class.  
 
Midterm exam. 35% of total grade. A written exam will be held in class on the date listed in the 
course schedule. The exam will cover the readings and lecture up to that date, focusing 
primarily on specific measures. Students will be able to bring limited notes (but not readings) to 
the exam. Details will be discussed in class.  
 
Final project. 45% of total grade. The final project will include a paper and presentation. The 
topic will be on the selection of measures appropriate for use in the student’s research. Papers 
should be in APA style and be no more than 15 pages long, excluding references and title page. 
Students should discuss potential topics with the instructor before beginning this assignment. 
Papers are due via hardcopy to the instructor’s mailbox by 5:00 on 12/5 and presentations will 
occur during the last week of class. Detailed instructions for the project will be posted to 
Blackboard.  
 
 
GRADING 
Grades will be based on the quality of the course requirements above using the following scale: 
 

90% and above =A  
80 to 89%  =B  
70 to 79%  =C  
60 to 69%  =D  
59% and below =F 



COURSE SCHEDULE 
Adjustments to the course schedule are unlikely, but may occur. Adjustments will be announced 
in class and via email.  
 

DATE 
 

TOPIC/READINGS 

8/22-8/24 Course introduction 
Introduction to clinical assessment 
Psychometrics review 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 1  

 
8/29-8/31 Test development 

 

Murphy & Davidshofer Ch. 11 
 

9/5 

9/7 

No class 9/5: Labor Day 
 
Translation issues 
 

Arnold, B. R., & Smith, J. L. (2013). Methodologies for test translation 

and cultural equivalence. In F. Paniagua & A. Yamada (Eds.), 

Handbook of Multicultural Mental Health (2nd. Ed.). New York: 

Oxford.  

 

Matias-Carrelo et al. (2003). The Spanish translation and cultural 

adaptation of five mental health outcome measures.  

 
9/12-9/14 Ethics and cultural issues 

 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 2 
 

American Psychological Association. (2010). Ethical Principles of 

Psychologists and Code of Conduct, 2002 version with 2010 

amendments.  

 

Cuellar, I. (1998). Cross-cultural clinical psychological assessment of 

Hispanic Americans. Journal of Personality Assessment, 70, 71-86. 

 
9/19-9/21 Selecting measures for psychological research  

 

Constantine & Ponterotto 
 

9/26-9/28 Clinical interviewing skills 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 3 

 

Shea, S. C. (1994). Psychiatric interviewing: The art of understanding 



(pp. 575-620). Philadelphia: Saunders. 
 

10/3-10/5 SCID-I 
 

First, M. B., Spitzer, R. L, Gibbon, M., & Williams, J. B. W. (2002). 

Structured Clinical Interview for DSM-IV-TR Axis I Disorders, 

Clinician Version. New York: Biometrics Research, New York State 

Psychiatric Institute. 
 

10/10-10/12 SCID-I, part 2 
 

10/17-10/19 MMPI-2 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 7 
 

10/24-10/26 MCMI-III 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 8 
 
 

10/31-11/2 Intellectual assessment 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 5 
 
 

11/7 

 

 

11/9 

Neuropsychological assessment 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 12 

 
Midterm Exam  

11/14-11/16 Projective tests 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapters 10 & 11 (skim) 

 

Hunsley, Lee, & Wood (2003) 
 

11/21 

 

 

11/23 

Integration of assessment information 
 

Groth-Marnat, Chapter 14 
 
THANKSGIVING BREAK: NO CLASS 

11/28-11/30 Student presentations 

12/5, 5:00pm Final paper due 

 




