UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM CHANGE MEMO

Date: November 15, 2018

From: Lisa Smith, Theatre and Dance

Through: Cristina Goletti, Chair, Theatre and Dance

Through: Dr. Denis O’Hearn, Dean, Liberal Arts

To: Dr. Jose Maria Herrera, Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

Proposa! Title: Restructured Requlrements in the BFA in Dance degree

As our program needs in Dance have grown and changed over the years, our efforts to
keep up have led to a BFA degree plan that has been cobbled together and lacks
organization. Our current degree plan is dated, difficult to follow, and a deterrent to
recruitment efforts. We seek to streamline our BFA degree in Dance by creating a
“Foundations” level that better organizes the Freshman and Sophomore-level required
courses, creating a uniform experience for students’ first two years in our program.

When the BFA in Dance was created, particular pre-requisites for gen-ed core classes
were thought to enhance the scope of the degree. This idea has since been re-thought
and we propose to eliminate these pre-requisites, reasoning that it will allow students
more choice in their curriculum, and if the University accepts all core choices, we
should as well.

These changes align with the proposed new concentration in the BFA in Dance: Dance
Studies and Choreography, and all course changes and additions will be applied
concurrently.
This proposal includes:
a. Catalog/degree plan changes for the BFA in Dance degree including the re-
ordering of Freshman and Sophomore-level courses as a “Foundations”
sequence, and the elimination of gen-ed pre-requisite courses for the BFA.

b. The renaming of studio dance class sequences in Ballet, Contemporary
Dance, and American Dance Forms.

¢. The addition of new course DANC 2301 Improvisation.



CURRICULUM CHANGE PROPOSAL

APPROVAL PAGE

Proposal Title: Restructured Requiremnts in the BFA in Dance degree

College: Liberal Arts Department: Theatre and Dance

DEPARTMENT CHAIR

| have read the enclosed proposal and approve this proposal on behalf of the department.
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Signature Date

COLLEGE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE CHAIR

| have read the enclosed documents and approve the proposal on behalf of the college curriculum
committee.

Signature Date

COLLEGE DEAN

| have read the enclosed documents and approve the proposal on behalf of the college. | certify
that the necessary funds will be allocated by the college in support of this proposal.

Signature Date



BFA in Dance

Students many choose from two concentrations in the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree: Dance Performance
or Dance Studies and Choreography. All Dance majors must take a minimum of 120 credits to graduate,
45 of which must be at the 3300-4300 level. Qutside of the required Dance credits in the concentrations,
all dance students must take 42 credits to satisfy the University Core requirements.

Concentrations
e Dance Performance
e Dance Studies and Choreography

Degree Plan

Required Credits: 120

Code Title Hours
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Students who completed ESOL 1311 and ESOL 1312 will need to also complete ESOL 2303 with a grade of
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DaneeforMusie Theatre IW-American Dance Forms - Musical Theatre
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Code Title Hours
Total Hours 120
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COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA

Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the
BFA in Dance and the BA in Dance with Teaching Certification. The department seeks a new
course naming sequence to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANCE 2345
Course Title Contemporary Dance |
Change From To
Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312
DANC 2345 DANC 2345

Name Change

Contemporary Dance |

Contemporary Foundation
1




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA

Department :

Rationale for changing the course:

Theatre and Dance

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the
BFA in Dance and the BA in Dance with Teaching Certification. The department seeks a new
course haming sequence to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 2346
Course Title Contemporary Dance Il
Change From To
Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312
Name Change DANC 2346 DANC 2346

Contemporary Dance 11

Contemporary Foundation
2




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department :  Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:
The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the

BFA in Dance and the BA in Dance with Teaching Certification. The department seeks a new
course naming sequence to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 3345

Course Title Contemporary Dance lll

Change From To
Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312
Name Change DANC 3345 DANC 3345

Contemporary Dance III Intermediate Contemporary
Dance |




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA

Department :

Rationale for changing the course:

Theatre and Dance

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the
BFA in Dance and the BA in Dance with Teaching Certification. The department seeks a new
course naming sequence to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 3346

Course Title  Contemporary Dance IV

Change From To
Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312
Name change DANC 3346 DANC 3346
Contemporary Dance IV Intermediate Contemporary

Dance 2




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department :  Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:
The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the

BFA in Dance and the BA in Dance with Teaching Certification. The department seeks a new
course naming sequence to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number ~ DANC 4345

Course Title  Contemporary Dance V

Change From To
Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312
Name change DANC 4345 DANC 4345
Contemporary Dance V Advanced Contemporary

Dance |




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department :  Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:
The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the

BFA in Dance and the BA in Dance with Teaching Certification. The department seeks a new
course naming sequence to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number ~ DANC 4346

Course Title Contemporary Dance VI

Change From To
Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312
Name change DANC 4346 DANC 4346

Contemporary Dance VI Advanced Contemporary
Dance 2




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the BFA
in Dance and the BA in Dance with Teaching Certification. The department seeks a new course
naming sequence to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 2341

Course Title Ballet Il

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Name change Ballet Il Ballet Foundations |




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the BFA
in Dance and the BA in Dance. The department seeks a new course numbering sequence to
reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 2342

Course Title Ballet IV

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Name change Ballet IV Ballet Foundations I




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the BFA
in Dance and the BA in Dance. The department seeks a new course numbering sequence to
reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 3341

Course Title BalletV

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Name change Ballet V Intermediate Ballet Il




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the BFA
in Dance and the BA in Dance. The department seeks a new course numbering sequence to
reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 3342

Course Title Ballet VI

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Name change Ballet VI Intermediate Ballet II




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the BFA
in Dance and the BA in Dance. The department seeks a new course humbering sequence to
reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 4341

Course Title Ballet VIl

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Name change Ballet VI Advanced Ballet |




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:

The new name change is consistent with proposed changes to the required courses for the BFA
in Dance and the BA in Dance. The department seeks a new course numbering sequence to
reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 4342

Course Title Ballet VI

Change From To

Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312

Name change Ballet VIl Advanced Ballet I




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:
The new name change is consistent with proposed wider changes to the BFA in Dance and the
BA in Dance. The department seeks a new course name to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC

3348

Course Title Jazz and Other Stage Dance Forms |l

Change

From

To

Ex. Prerequisite

Ex. POLS 2310

Ex. POLS 2312

Name change

Jazz and Other Stage Dance
Forms |l

American Dance Forms - Jazz




COURSE CHANGE FORM

All fields below are required

College : LA Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for changing the course:
The new name change is consistent with proposed wider changes to the BFA in Dance and the
BA in Dance. The department seeks a new course name to reflect those changes.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and number DANC 4371

Course Title Dance for Music Theatare IV

Change From To
Ex. Prerequisite Ex. POLS 2310 Ex. POLS 2312
Name change Dance For Music Theatre IV American Dance Forms - Musical

Theatre




COURSE ADD

All fields below are required

College : Liberal Arts Department : Theatre and Dance

Rationale for adding the course:

In the area of dance making/choreography, Improvisation serves as the beginning level of movement generation and
sequencing. It is the foundation of critical inquiry into how meaning is made through movement, therefore, it is part of
the overall "foundational" experience in the first two years of the BFA and BA in Dance.

All fields below are required

Subject Prefix and # DANC 2301

Title (29 characters or fewer): Improvisation

Dept. Administrative Code : 2833

CIP Code 500301

Departmental Approval Required C1Yes [XINo

Course Level UG COGR CIDR sp

Course will be taught: Face-to-Face 1 Online 1 Hybrid

How many times may the course be taken for credit? (Please indicate 1-9 times): 2

Should the course be exempt from the “Three Repeat Rule?” IIYes [INo

Grading Mode: X Standard [CIPass/Fail  [JAudit

Description (600 characters maximum):

This beginner level course in improvisation explores basic tools used in the creative art of instantaneous
choreography, as well as the process of organizing movement and evaluating the choices made within the craft of
composing dance. Students will learn through improvisations, assignments, class discussions, viewing of videos, and
the completion of a final piece that will be presented at the end of the term in front of an audience.

Contact Hours (per week): 3 Lecture Hours Lab Hours Other

Types of Instruction (Schedule Type): Select all that apply

XIA  Lecture OH Thesis

1B Laboratory (11 Dissertation

[1C Practicum (0K Lecture/Lab Combined

(1D Seminar [1 O Discussion or Review (Study Skills)
O E Independent Study 0P Specialized Instruction

COF Private Lesson [0 Q Student Teaching



Fields below if applicable

If course is taught during a part of term in addition to a full 16-week term please indicate the length of the course
(ex., 8 weeks):

TCCN (Use for lower division courses) :

Prerequisite(s):
Course Number/ Minimum Grade Required/ Concurrent Enrollment
Placement Test Test Scores Permitted? (Y/N)
Corequisite Course(s): Equivalent Course(s):
Restrictions:
Classification
Major




IMPROVISATION DANC 2301

Professor: Cristina Goletti

Email: cgoletti@utep.edu
Office: 371%, Fox Fine Arts

COURSE GOALS:

Improvisation, unlike other genres, cannot be defined as any particular style, but
is an ongoing investigation of approaches to aesthetic human movement. Itis an
exploration of the “how” of moving, a way of working, a tradition of digging into
personal experience and developing innovative methods for expression in
movement. The ultimate goal of this study is to alert body and mind through
scores, improvised and awareness exercises, to access physicality in a functional
end effortless way so that the body gains more freedom, trust and consciousness.
It also serves as a way to investigate issues related to artistry and performance
qualities while developing an effective and responsible work ethic.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This beginner level course in improvisation explores basic tools used in the creative
art of instantaneous choreography, as well as the process of organizing movement and
evaluating the choices made within the craft of composing dance. Students will learn
through improvisations, assignments, class discussions, viewing of videos, and the
completion of a final piece that will be presented at the end of the term in front of an
audience. The primary methods of learning for this class will be improvisation, in
class individual and group assignments, which will need further time outside class to
be completed, assigned readings and videos, several informal presentations, and the
final class project. Through my guidance and the guidance of guest artists visiting the
class, support from your classmates and personal reflection, you will tap into your
self-knowledge and learn to communicate what you know and like, thus finding your
individual voice. Yet, at the same time, you will be asked to explore ways of moving
that are unfamiliar to you in an effort to broaden your movement vocabulary. You
will develop your skills in observing dance, learning how to articulate your responses
to what you see both verbally and in writing. You will become familiar with the
meanings of space, time and energy, and comfortable in moving through all aspects of
these dance elements, by opening yourselves to the possibility of new experiences
will be encouraged.

Ultimately this class is a discovery-oriented forum in which we all mutually learn
from our collective research—a format that requires personal investment and a
mature attitude towards learning.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. ARTISTRY

To develop awareness of the body as a medium for artistic expression and to
start considering the important of focus, phrasing, confidence and artistry in a
technique class, regardless of style.



2. TECHNICAL/PHYSICAL ABILITIES

To improve the physical potencial of each student by developing strength,
flexibility, coordination, alignment, clarity, and fluidity, through the experience
of different technical principles as well as somatic techniques.

To nurture a more holistic view of what technical tools we need to develop as
dance artists to cope with an ever-changing dance scene. Students should
become more confidente in improvisation, floor-work, contact, and creating
movement and scores.

3. WORK ETHIC and PARTICIPATION

To engage in a variety of self-assessment and reflective practices, that encourage
life-long learning.

To develop an awareness of the extent of one's personal responsibility toward
his/her own learning process and social contribution.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
» Consistent attendance and participation in classroom activities, assignments and
discussions,
+ Sincere, sustained and dedicated participation and self-motivation in all
assignments and activities.
« Openness to feedback, risk taking and personal growth.
« Completion of all assignments and effective use of time during workdays.
 Completion of reading assignments.
» Patticipation in group discussions.
+ Creation, rehearsal and performance of a final project to be performed at the end
of the semester
» Wear clothing that is both comfortable to move in and allows the body to be seen
clearly. Extra layers, such as sweatpants and sweatshirts are recommended for
warmth, as needed.
» Hair must be secured away from the face. Do not wear jewelry or chew gum in
class. Only bring water in closed containers into the dance studio. Other types of
beverages are not permitted.
» Remove shoes before entering the studio. Cell phones are not permitted in the
dance studio.

GRADING:




3 MOVEMENT STUDIES 30
(10 each)

CREATION of FINAL SCORE 20
ARTISTIC STATEMENT about final project 10
2 SHOWS ATTENDANCE 10
(5 each show)

JOURNAL 10
IN-CLASS PARTICIPATION/ WORK ETHIC 20

A= or >85
B=or > 70
C=or>60
D=or>50
F=or > 40

Academic Dishonesty:

Any form of academic dishonesty: cheating, plagiarizing, or taking a test for another
student is considered a very serious matter at UTEP. Our library webpage provides
good information on what UTEP considers Academic Dishonesty and what steps the
university takes in such cases. Please review this information at:
http:/libraryweb.utep.edu/research/plagiarism.php

Copyright and Fair Use:

The University requires all members of its community to follow copyright and fair
use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of
copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither protect nor defend you nor
assume any responsibility for student violations of fair use laws. Violations of
copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal
liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies.

ADA:

The Americans with Disabilities Act requircs that reasonable accommodations be
provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and
psychiatric disabilities. If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations,
please contact The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-
5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located in UTEP Union East,
Room 106. For additional information, please visit the CASS website at
www.sa.utep.edu/cass.




