
UTEP Percussion - Spring 2026 Large Ensemble 
Audition for Placement (LEAP)
Required for placement in wind bands and orchestra (Wind Symphony, 
Symphonic Band, Concert Band, Symphony Orchestra). 


All percussionists with an Applied Minor or a Major in Music are 
REQUIRED to prepare and perform the LEAP (Large Ensemble Audition 
for Placement).

Auditions will be live Friday, January 16 at M140 Band Room, time to 
be posted.


Do your research. For any excerpts, always listen to exemplary 
recordings by major orchestras (or other source materials), and 
research solutions such as stickings and mallet selection. Know your 
tempos and rehearse your audition sequence. Practice on the 
instruments on which you will perform. The Alborada is all about a 
sense of style beyond the notes. As well as great symphonic roll!

It is OK to confer with peers as well!

 
Audition Repertory in prescribed audition order 
1. Snare Drum 2026 Audition Etude in 3/8

2. Snare Drum - Excerpt, Rimsky-Korsakov, Capriccio Espagnol, 
Alborada, Beg. To Letter K

3. Marimba solo excerpt of your choice (something you have prepared 
that will demonstrate your musicianship). 40-60 seconds. This will most 
likely be excerpted from a longer solo piece. An orchestral excerpt or 
etude is also acceptable within the specified 40-60 second time 
allotment.

4. Short snare drum sight reading example

5. Short mallets sight reading example
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Snare Placement Audition Etude
A. Smith
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