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Conclusions

Introduction

Medical journals including The Bulletin and Southwestern Medicine,

vhich were local publications from the El Paso Medical Society. The

s State Journal of Medicine provided some input on obstetrical legislation occurred in 1913, with a vote of 14 to 11.

procedures and eugenic rhetoric from medical practitioners in Texas. The medical community in Texas advocated for eugenic sterilization of
Legislative records from the Texas House of Representatives and Senate people they deemed unfit for procreation. Doctors from Arizona
endorsed ideas of sterilization within their state.
There are multiple instances of obstetric violence performed by medical

actitioners in El Paso and across Texas within these three medical
Jjournals.

the Natalicio Fellowship over the summer examined
violence performed by doctors conducting experimental
procedures on women during and after childbirth across Texas and
Articles published in medical journals documented numerou
violence in the early twentieth centu ince the
professionalization of medicine was patriarchal century led to abusive Local newspapers including the El Paso Time and El Paso Herald-Post
obstetrical practices against their female patients by primarily male doctors Elizabeth Kukura’s definition of obstetric violence.
seeking to legitimize certain procedures. Texas proposed multiple eugenic Sy e e e (e Mty o e, mrtesml R,
sterilization laws over a thirty-year period from 1907 through 1937, but and the 'u: [T — colol.. =
each piece of legislation failed to pa state legislature. Numerous Examples of obstetric violence included the experimentation of
medical practitioners in Texas the sterilization of men and anesthesia and radiation, and unregulated ideas of consent for obstetrical
women based on eugenics ideas of better breeding and the prevention of procedures.
individuals with so-called negative genetic traits from procreating. Over a
period of thirty years, the language of these proposed lu\\ chunged over
time. Texas is typically seen as an exception to coercive sterilization

compared to states like California.
n Medical Journal

M CASE REPORT OF CHOREA
A GRAVIDARUM
To be entitled W. A. GUYNES, M. D.
An act to authorize the'sterilization of & certain El Paso, Texas
(Read before the El Paso ('numy Me)dlcll Soci-

Glass of cristnals, lusatice nd epiileptics and syphilitics and
Derscns with a nereditary tendency to congenital diseases of mind 4ty, El Pao, Texas, Septoniber 25,

or Yoty who are now o say hereafter be confined n axy slesery-
Dary or penal inetitution of the State of Texas, to the end that
Procreation by such classes may e provented; and to provide f
the appointasnt of a board or boards whose duty £t shall e to de- R
it what sasen atarLLsation fo advieabie for the wnart f EUGENIC STERILIZATION*
the person and sootety and to prescrive regulations and means by - ; %5

e e " 0. L. NORSWORTHY, M. D.
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

for the payment of any expense incurred by any of the provisions of

& BILI.
7o Be Entitled

An et to emend Article 639 of Chapter 7, Title XV, of the Pemal

Cods of the State of Texas, in reference to the pumishment 6r repe:
BB I7 ESACTSD BY TGE IEGISLATURS OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
Thet Article 639 of Ch;}lltt 7, Title XV, of C_hs Penel Code of the

How did Texas politicians and the state’s medical practitioners engage in

broader conversations about eugenics and coercive sterilization from 1907
through 1937?
as follows:

1 f the aternsz e: e es represe stetric violence?
Did any of the maternal health procedures represent obstetric violence? ksticle 635, Whosyer shall be guilty of Tap sysil be pumish-

Stete of Texas, be and thé seme 1§ hercby emended so 85 to resd-

2d by death or by confinement in the pemitentiary for life, or for

eny term of years, not less them two, or by castration, in the des-

oretion of the jury.

thts

t and declaring an emergency.

“heress: insanity, epilepsy, imbecility and eyphilis are
transsissible by heredity, in consequence of which these forms of
degeneracy are inoressing with startling rapidity and out of propor-
ti0n to the ncrease of population and,

Taeress:  criminal tendencies are undoubtedly transmitted STERILIZATION OF MALE INSANE.*

1929 Sterilization Law

from generation to generation, and,
7 5 Whereas: 445 procreation of these defective classes may te Lo
Provented by the simple operation of vasectomy in the male and faliop- F. E DANIEL. M. D,
. - 4

tomy in the female which neither unsexes o mitilates the persom;

399 ATSTIN, TEKAS.

Al AGT - To_provide for the sokunl sterilizaticn of in-
T e et oagen

E e e e
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T L S
Section 1. That 1t shall be the duty of the Superinten-

ent of the Austin State Hospital, North Austin, ibileme State

Hospital, Avilens, kustin State School, West Austin, Fusk ¥ 5 r0. _ 555 sv. fosuts
State Fospita, Musk, Sen Aatonto State Sospital, San datosto, - - % i Y/ e

Terrell State Hospital, Terrell, Wichita Talls State Hospitad,
70 BE INTITLED

Wichita Falls, to examine into the lnnate traits, the mental . . 2
b S AU ACT to proyide for the sexual sterilization of inmates of
tories of a1l imates and patients of such iastitutions under State Tnstittions in certein oases for sortain purposes;
raseribing bhe method of procedue and fixing the Gutios
bis care and if of the cpinion that it is for the best intersst e Tiabiiteice oF oiticials soncerned sheronen; repealing
laws in conflict thorewith; providing that if any
LT Ao A s Seotion, clause or sentence is held unconstibutional such
exually sterilized suc o holding shell not affect the remaining portion of the
noula be sexually sterilizd such Superintenent is heredy it aini} wotisttess Shetoe!
authorized to perform or cause %o be perforued by sone capable
shysiclan or surgeon the operation of sterilization on eny such BE IT DVACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEKAS:

person confined in such institution afflicted with hereditary
SEOTION 1. Superintendents of Institution to lake Reports.

S o Sy, i, v e Contact Information

Tided thet such Guperintepdont shall have £iret complied with It shall ve and is hereby declered the duty of the superintendents
the requirements of this/Hes. \ of all
restraint to report quarterly to the institutional board of health,
@11 fecble-ninded, insane DaNTEIATi oriuiuale;: porel ealimon@miners.utep.edu

ate institutions having the care of individuals held in

degenerates and sexual perverts, who are persons potential to
producing offspring who, because of inheritance or inferior or anti-

social traits, would probably becoms a social menacé or wards of

the state.




