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Employment 

 2002-  University of Texas at El Paso 

 Professor of Anthropology  

Endowed Professor of Border Trade Issues 

Director of the Center for Inter-American and Border Studies (2014-present) 

Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology (2002-2014) 

Interdisciplinary Research Fellow 2015-2016 

 

2016  Visiting Scholar, L’Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Science Social (EHESS), Paris, France 

 

2017  Visiting Scholar, Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Tarragona, Catalunya, Spain 

 

 1989-2002 Michigan Technological University. 

  2000-  Professor 

  1994-2000  Associate Professor 

  1989-1994  Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Science, Technology, and Society 

Education 

 Ph.D., Anthropology, City University of New York, Graduate School, 1988. 

 Dr. Eric R. Wolf, Advisor 

  

 B.A., Anthropology, The Johns Hopkins University, 1980. 

 Awarded University and Departmental Honors. 

 

Languages spoken: English (native speaker), Spanish (competent second language speaker)  

 

Google Scholar: 6995 citations, H index = 41, i10 index = 98 (as of Nov. 11, 2024) 

 

Scopus: Top 2% in anthropology in career citations in Scopus, per Stanford-Elsevier rankings. Ioannidis, 

John P.A. (2024), “August 2024 data-update for "Updated science-wide author databases of 

standardized citation indicators"”, Elsevier Data Repository, V7, doi: 10.17632/btchxktzyw.7 

 

Honors:  

2025 Career Award as University Distinguished Researcher, University of Texas at El Paso. 

 

2021 Distinguished Achievement Award in the Critical Study of North America from the Society for the 

Anthropology of North America (SANA). 

 

 

Grants and fellowships 

 

Co-PI, “NSF Convergence Accelerator Track K: Unraveling the Benefits, Costs, and Equity of 

Tree Coverage in Desert Cities,” Principal Investigator: Alex Mayer. $649,999. 1/1/24-12/31/24. 

Developed plan for suite of decision tools on urban tree planting to respond to urban heat islands. 

 

mailto:jmheyman@utep.edu


Co-PI, “NOAA Cooperative Science Center on Earth System Sciences and Remote Sensing 

Technologies II – UTEP Component (Miguel Vélez-Reyes, PI). NOAA (Subcontract from City 

College of New York), $1,165,000. 9/1/22-8/31/27. Role: social science team on entire project; 

supervisor of two UTEP students working on urban heat islands. 

 

Co-PI. “BELIEVE: To Create a Plan of Alternatives for a Binacional Espacio Libre-

Infraestructura,” PI: Alex Mayer. U.S. Department of State. $25,000. 7/4/22-7/4/24. Role: team 

member doing public participation project on open space opportunities in El Paso/Juárez urban 

area. 

 

PI, “Intra-household dynamics and their effects on water insecurity,“ National Science 

Foundation, BCS, Senior Research Award, $279,975, 9/1/21-2/29/25. Role: lead researcher, 

ethnography of household economy linked via utility bills to climate change. 

 

PI, “SRS RN: Shared destinies: Hydro-social infrastructures for community involvement and 

sustainability in fragmented border regions,” National Science Foundation, CBET, $150,000, 

1/1/22-12/31/22. Role: Project leader on border-length multimethod study of water issues as 

envisioned by diverse actors. 

 

Senior Personnel (Marcelo Sztainberg, PI), “CISE-MSI: RPEP:S&CC:Information Systens meet 

CUltural COmpetencies (IS-CUCO): Enabling data-driven decision-making in underserved 

Hispanic populations,” National Science Foundation, CISE, $1,200,000, 10/1/21-9/30/24. Role: 

social scientist involved in information technology design for Hispanic communities. 

 

Co-PI (Natalia Villanueva-Rosales, PI) ELEMENTS: DATA: HDR: SWIM to a Sustainable 

Water Future, $615,451, 1/1/19-12/31/21, plus $16,000 REU SUPPLEMENT FOR ELEMENTS 

5/1/20-12/31/21. Role: social scientist involved in design of software platform for publicly 

usable water futures model for Paso del Norte region. 

 

Co-PI (Nora Hernandez, PI), “The National COVID-19 Resiliency Network - Impacting Food 

Production Workers in El Paso, Moore, and Doña Ana Counties,” Morehouse School of 

Medicine for the DHHS Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), $100,000/year 

($50,000 in 2024), 7/1/21-6/30/24. Role: background knowledge of border region in applied 

project. 

 

PI (jointly with Maria Dolores Paris Pombo, COLEF), “Risk and Resilience among Asylum 

Seekers Waiting in Ciudad Juárez and Tijuana under the Migrant Protection Protocols,” 

$25,000/1 year (UTEP $12,500). Programa de Investigacion en Migracion y Salud (PIMSA) 

2020. Role: Overall director of project. 

 

Binational survey, El Paso and Ciudad Juárez, 2018, El Paso Community Foundation and 

Fundación Comunitaria de la Frontera Norte, collaborated (unfunded) on overall survey design 

and questions, and methodology in El Paso. 

 

Co-PI (PI, William Hargrove, UTEP), “Sustainable water resources for irrigated agriculture in a 

desert river basin facing climate change and urban growth: From characterization to solutions,” 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, $5 million/5 years (UTEP $2.2 million) 2015-2021.  Role: co-

leader, with Hargrove, of overall project. Responsible for social science and for relations with 

Mexico. 



Senior personnel (PI, Jeremy Slack, UTEP and Neil Harvey, NMSU), NSF Research Experience 

for Undergraduates Site Award, “Undergraduate Research in Immigration Policy and US – 

Mexico Border Communities,” 2017-present. Mentor undergraduate students. 

Co-PI (PI, Lisa Cacari Stone, U of New Mexico) “Border Control Policies, Human Rights and 

Security: Changing the National Discourse through Community Engaged Scholarship and 

Service Learning,” Inter-University Program in Latina/o Research, $5,000, 2014-2015.  Role: co-

leader of regional interuniversity collaborative workshops on border issues 

(Chihuahua/Texas/New Mexico). 

Co-PI (Silvia Torezani, UTEP and Jose Lopez Lopez, Universidad de Guadalajara, PIs),  “A 

Socio‐Cultural and Epidemiological Profile of the Mexican Migrant Elderly in Jalisco and 

Texas,” Programa de Investigacion en Migracion y Salud, $40,000, 2014-2015.  Role: consulted 

on research design. 

Other significant contributor (PI, Elias Provencio, UTEP) "Revision Application to Support 

Environmental Health Disparities. (2011-2013).  National Institute of Health, National Institute 

of Minority Health Disparities, $752,795.  Role: co-organizer of public participatory activities. 

 

Co-PI (PI, William Hargrove, UTEP), "Sustainability on the border: Water, climate, social 

change in a fragile landscape" (2010-2012). National Science Foundation (Water Sustainability 

and Climate Program) $150,000.  PI or co-PI on four grant applications based on this planning 

grant, leading to major project (above). 

 

Co-PI (PI, Amado Alarcón Alarcón, Universitat Rovira i Virgili), “Spanish-English Bilingualism 

in the U.S. Border Economy,” Ministry of Education of Spain, Programa José Castillejo 

(JC2008-00011) and Programa Salvador de Madariaga (PR2009-0202) (no UTEP funds).  Role: 

joint fieldwork and analysis. 

 

Co-PI (PI, Hector Balcazar, UT Houston School of Public Health), “A Household Survey to 

Explore Health Disparity Domains on the U.S.-Mexico Border,” NIH.  2008-2010.  $298,747. 

 Independently reviewed part of $6.5 million Hispanic Health Disparities Research Center 

grant. 

 Role: co-leader with Balcazar on a large public health survey, design and analysis. 

 

Overseas Investigator (PI, Lenore Lyon), “Comparative Border Studies,” Australian Research 

Council.  No UTEP funds.  2008-2010.  Role: consulted on project. 

 

Co-PI (PI, Nuria Homedes, UT Houston School of Public Health) “Access and Barriers to Health 

Care of Uninsured Immigrants in El Paso,” Paso del Norte Health Foundation, 2006-2007, 

$56,815.  Role: co-leader with Homedes, joint fieldwork, and analysis. 

 

 Co-P.I. (PI, Soheil Nazarian, UTEP), National Science Foundation, “Extreme Events at U.S.-

Mexico Border Ports of Entry,” 2003-2006, $435,000.  Role: leader of social science team; 

fieldwork on ports of entry. 

  

P.I. Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Conference Grant, 1997, “States 

and Illegal Networks--Comparative Approaches from Anthropology, Sociology, and History.” 

$15,000.  Role: organized workshop and published book based on it. 

 



P.I., The Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, Research Grant, 1991-1992 U.S.-Mexico 

Border, Arizona and California. "The Immigration and Naturalization Service on the U.S.-

Mexico Border" $45,000.  Role: Entire project, including fieldwork. 

 

P.I.,Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Grant-in-Aid, 1991-1992.  See 

preceeding grant.  $10,000.  Role: Entire project, including fieldwork. 

 

 P.I., Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research 

Richard Carley Hunt Memorial Post-Doctoral Fellowship, 1989.  $5,000.  Role: wrote book 

(with a baby on my knee); published. 

 

 Eric R. Wolf, PI as supervisor, National Science Foundation 

Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, 1984-1986 U.S.-Mexico Border, Agua Prieta, Sonora, 

Mexico (residence) and Douglas, Arizona, U.S.  P.I., "A Comparison of Two Working Class 

Sub-Cultures on the United States-Mexico Border"  $12,000.  Role: Entire project, including 

fieldwork. 

 

 P.I., Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research 

Student Grant-in-Aid, 1985-1986.  See NSF, above.  $4,000.  Role: Entire project, including 

fieldwork. 

 

 P.I., Henry L. and Grace Doherty Foundation 

Doherty Fellowship in Latin American Studies, 1984-1985.  See NSF, above.  $6,000.  Role: 

Entire project, including fieldwork. 

 

 National Science Foundation 

 National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, 1981-1984, $11,000/year  

 stipend and tuition.   

 

Publications (*refereed publication)  

Books and Similar Items 

(8) 2023 Ganster, P., I. Coronado, J. McNeece, W. M. Micklin, K. S. Becker, J. K. Nierman, J. L.  

Palacios, E. Moderow, L. Fleet, J. Rizk, J. M. Heyman, F. Lara, A. Sweedler, R. DeLeon, M. 

Jordan, J. Collert, C. Helmer, J. Payne, C. Suarez, S. Mumme, P. Aguirre, A. R. Barcenas, K. 

Collins, E. A. Cruz, M. E. Gonzales-Roses, J. Hinojosa, M. D. Hollis, J. P. King, E. Lee, M. 

Lopez, J. Maruffo, J. Murrieta-Saldivar, P. L. Vandervoet, M. E. Giner, and T. R. Pohlman. 

2023. Water and Wastewater in the U.S.–Mexico Border Region. Twentieth Report of the Good 

Neighbor Environmental Board to the President and Congress of the United States. EPA 219-R-

23-001. Washington, D.C.: United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

(7) 2021 Heyman, J. M., Roberto, A., Peteet, J., Bernbeck, R., Ahmed, Z., Crespo, F. Proliferation of  

Border and Security Walls Task Force Report. Report (130 pp.) to the Executive Board of the 

American Anthropological Association. http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-

aaa/files/production/public/FileDownloads/Proliferation%20of%20Border%20and%20Security%

20Walls%20Task%20Force%20Report.pdf . Also see short public version, Anthropology and the 

Proliferation of Border Walls http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-

aaa/files/production/public/FileDownloads/AAA_Wall_brochure_Final.pdf 

 

(6) *2021 Heyman, Josiah, ed. “Special Section: Latin American Voices on Illegal and Marginally Legal 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-aaa/files/production/public/FileDownloads/Proliferation%20of%20Border%20and%20Security%20Walls%20Task%20Force%20Report.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-aaa/files/production/public/FileDownloads/Proliferation%20of%20Border%20and%20Security%20Walls%20Task%20Force%20Report.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-aaa/files/production/public/FileDownloads/Proliferation%20of%20Border%20and%20Security%20Walls%20Task%20Force%20Report.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-aaa/files/production/public/FileDownloads/AAA_Wall_brochure_Final.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rdcms-aaa/files/production/public/FileDownloads/AAA_Wall_brochure_Final.pdf


Practices at Borders,” Journal of Illicit Economies and Development, 3(2). 

https://jied.lse.ac.uk/8/volume/3/issue/2/ 

 

(5) *2020 Horton, Sarah, and Josiah Heyman, eds. Paper Trails: Migrants, Documents, and 

Legal Insecurity (Durham, NC: Duke University Press). 

 

(4) *2017 Vélez-Ibáñez, Carlos, and Josiah Heyman, eds., The U.S.-Mexico Transborder Region:  

Cultural Dynamics and Historical Interactions (Tucson: University of Arizona Press). 

 

(3) *1999 Heyman, Josiah McC., ed. States and Illegal Practices (Oxford: Berg Publishers). 

 

(2) *1998 Heyman, Josiah McC. Finding a Moral Heart for U.S. Immigration Policy: An 

Anthropological Perspective, American Ethnological Society, Monographs in Human Policy 

Issues.  (Washington, D.C.: American Anthropological Association). 

 

(1) *1991 Heyman, Josiah McC. Life and Labor on the Border: Working People of Northeastern Sonora,  

Mexico 1886-1986 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press). 

 

Articles, Book Chapters, and Long Essays (excludes short book reviews, short encyclopedia entries, and 

other minor items—list available by request) 

 

*(167) 2025. Heyman, Josiah M. “Current socio-environmental transitions and disadvantaged  

consumers”, Journal of Political Ecology 32(1): 5747. doi: https://doi.org/10.2458/jpe.5747 

 

*(166) 2024. Haines, Kyle, Temby, Owen, Heyman, Josiah M, Brown, Mya, Forman, Fonna, Fuller,  

Christopher, Kim, Dongkyu, Mayer, Alex, Racelis, Alexis. Water challenges at the U.S.-Mexico 

border: learning from community and expert voices. Ecology & Society 29 (4): art 35.  

 

*(165) 2024. Heyman, Josiah. The Hidden Side of the West: The U.S.-Mexican Borderlands. In Robert  

Frodeman, Evelyn Brister, and Luther Propst, eds. A Watershed Moment: The U.S. West in an 

Age of Limits, pp. 54-65. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press. 

 

*(164) 2024. Heyman, Josiah. Borders: Exclude or Relate? Journal on Migration and Human Security  

12(3), 321-331. https://doi.org/10.1177/23315024241259765 

 

*(163) 2024. Heyman, Josiah. Rethinking Borders. Journal of Borderlands Studies 39(3): 513-524. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/08865655.2022.2151034  

 

*(162) 2024. Heyman, Josiah. 2024. Commentary: Accompaniment as Moral and Political Practice.  

In Kristin E. Yarris & Whitney L. Duncan, eds. Accompaniment with Im/migrant Communities: 

Engaged Ethnography, pp. 173-78. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 

(161) 2024. Hargrove, William L., and Josiah M. Heyman. 2024. “Borders” as a metaphor in  

implementing large-scale, holistic water sustainability research. Journal of Soil and Water 

Conservation 79(2): 23A-26A. 

 

*(160) 2024. Hernandez, Nora Y., Guillermina Nuñez-Mchiri, Josiah Heyman, and Adriana  

https://doi.org/10.1177/23315024241259765
https://doi.org/10.1080/08865655.2022.2151034


Orozco. The Use of a SWOT Analysis to Evaluate a COVID-19 Mitigation Project in the Paso 

del Norte Region.” Health Promotion Practice 25(2): 161-63. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/15248399221118892  

 

*(159) 2023. Heyman, Josiah. “The U.S.-Mexico border as a model for social-cultural theory: A brief  

discussion,” City and Society 35(1) 2023: 8-13. https://doi.org/10.1111/ciso.12446 

 

(158) 2023. Heyman, Josiah, and Jeremy Slack. The Causes Behind the Ciudad Juárez Migrant  

Detention Center Fire. NACLA (blog post), April 20. https://nacla.org/ciudad-juarez-migrant-

shelter-fire 

*(157) 2023. Hargrove, W. L., Heyman, J. M., Mayer, A. Mirchi, A., Granados-Olivas, A., et al. The  

future of water in a desert river basin facing climate change and competing demands: A holistic 

approach to water sustainability in arid and semi-arid regions. Journal of Hydrology: Regional 

Studies 46: 101336. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejrh.2023.101336 

 

*(156) 2022. Heyman, Josiah, Alex Mayer, and Jessica Alger. “Predictions of household water  

affordability under conditions of climate change, demographic growth, and fresh groundwater 

depletion in a southwest US city indicate increasing burdens on the poor.” PLoS ONE 17(11) 

2022: e0277268. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0277268 

 

*(155) 2022 Garnica, Luis A., Natalia Villanueva-Rosales, Josiah Heyman, Deana Pennington, and  

Katalina Salas. “Supporting Regional Water Sustainability Decision-Making through Integrated 

Modeling.” 2022 IEEE International Smart Cities Conference (ISC2). 

10.1109/ISC255366.2022.9922004 

*(154) 2022 Heyman, Josiah. “Border walls and passages: Effects on labor exploitation,” in Sharryn  

Kasmir, Lesley Gill, eds. The Routledge Handbook of the Anthropology of Labor, pp. 259-270. 

London: Routledge. 

 

*(153) 2022 Heyman, Josiah. “Who Is Watched? Racialization of Surveillance Technologies and  

Practices in the US-Mexico Borderlands,” Information & Culture 57(2): 123–149. 

 

*(152) 2022 Alarcón-Alarcón, Amado, Maria Jesus Muiños-Villaverde, Maria de los Angeles Serrano- 

Alonso, and Josiah Heyman. “Language in the process of labour market rationalisation: A 

sociohistorical approach across twentieth-century Spain.” Journal of Sociolinguistics  27(2) 

2022: 115-135. https://doi.org/10.1111/josl.12587 

*(151) 2022 Mayer, Alex, Josiah Heyman, Alfredo Granados-Olivas, Deana Pennington, William 

Hargrove, Luis A. Garnica Chavira, Stanley Mubako, Sergio Saúl-Solis, Luis Alatorre-Cejudo, 

Hugo Rojas-Villalobos, and Adán Pinales-Munguía. “Transboundary Scientific Collaboration in 

Water Security Research: A Case Study on the U.S.-Mexico Border in the Paso del Norte 

Region,” in Alfredo Granados Olivas, ed., Los recursos hidrológicos en cuencas transfronterizas 

entre México y Estados Unidos: El Paso del Norte y la gobernanza binacional del 

agua/Hydrological Resources in Transboundary Basins between Mexico and the United States: 

El Paso del Norte and the Binational Water Governance, pp. 73-85. Chihuahua, México: 

Universidad Autónoma de Chihuahua & Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez 

 

*(150) 2022 Garnica Chavira, Luis A., Natalia Villanueva-Rosales, Deana D. Pennington, Josiah 

Heyman. “Una Plataforma Bilingüe basada en web para el Modelado y la Visualización de Datos 

https://doi.org/10.1177/15248399221118892
https://doi.org/10.1111/ciso.12446
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejrh.2023.101336
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0277268
https://doi.org/10.1111/josl.12587


para la Sustentabilidad de Recursos Hídricos,” in Alfredo Granados Olivas, ed., Los recursos 

hidrológicos en cuencas transfronterizas entre México y Estados Unidos: El Paso del Norte y la 

gobernanza binacional del agua/Hydrological Resources in Transboundary Basins between 

Mexico and the United States: El Paso del Norte and the Binational Water Governance, pp. 188-

201. Chihuahua, México: Universidad Autónoma de Chihuahua & Universidad Autónoma de 

Ciudad Juárez. 

 

*(149) 2021 Nora Hernandez, Josiah Heyman, Guillermina Nuñez-Mchiri y Adriana Orozco,  

“Resiliencia ante la COVID-19 entre los trabajadores del sector alimenticio en El Paso y 

Moore,Texas, y al sur de Doña Ana, Nuevo México, en Estados Unidos,” and “COVID-19 

Resiliency among Food Production Workers in El Paso and Moore, TX and South Doña Ana, 

NM, United States,” Migración y Salud/Migration and Health 3(3): 53-78, 145-155. 

http://www.conapo.gob.mx/es/OMI/Migracion_y_Salud_Ed_2021 

 

*(148) 2021 Heyman, Josiah “Introduction to the Special Section: Latin American Voices on Illegal and  

Marginally Legal Practices at Borders.” Journal of Illicit Economies and Development, 3(2), 

229-232. https://jied.lse.ac.uk/articles/10.31389/jied.136/ 

 

*(147) 2021 Ubalde, J., Heyman, J. M. (2021). “Is there a bilingual advantage? The effects of non- 

English language skills on occupational attainment among immigrants and natives.” International 

Journal of the Sociology of Language, 2021(270), 1-20. 

 

*(146) 2021 Mayer, A., Heyman, J. M., Granados, A., Hargrove, W. L., Sanderson, M., Martinez, E.,  

Vasquez, A., Alatorre, L. C.  “Investigating Management of Transboundary Waters through 

Cooperation: A Serious Games Case Study of the Hueco Bolson Aquifer in Chihuahua, Mexico 

and Texas, United States,” Water, 13(15), 2001. 

 

*(145) 2021 Hargrove, WL, Z Sheng, A Granados, JM Heyman, ST Mubako. “Impacts of Urbanization  

and Intensification of Agriculture on Transboundary Aquifers: A Case Study,” JAWRA Journal 

of the American Water Resources Association 57(1): 170-185. 

 

*(144) 2021 Heyman, Josiah “The US-Mexico border since 2014: overt migration contention and  

normalized violence,” Handbook on Human Security, Borders and Migration, Natalia Ribas 

Mateos and Timothy J. Dunn, eds., pp. 54-70. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar. 

 

(143) 2020 Heyman, Josiah “How Might Borders Evolve in the Future,” in Fábio Lopes Alves, Eduardo  

Portanova Barros, and Silvana Aparecida de Souza, eds., Society, Culture and Frontiers: 

Interdisciplinary Approaches, pp. 49-55. Curitiba, Brazil: Editora CRV. 

 

*(142) 2020 Hargrove, William L., and Josiah M. Heyman, “A Comprehensive Process for Stakeholder  

Identification and Engagement in Addressing Wicked Water Resources Problems,” Land 9(4): 

119. 

 

*(141) 2020 Alarcón, Amado, Josep Ubalde, and Josiah Heyman, “Language as raw material, scripts as  

tools and conversations as product: effects of linguistic production on job categories in 

outsourced call centres,” New Technology, Work, and Employment 35: 97-113. 

 

(140) 2020 Heyman, Josiah. The President and Immigration Law Series: The Consequences of the Free  

Rein of Enforcement on Borderlands Society. Just Security (website), Oct. 13, 2020. 

https://jied.lse.ac.uk/articles/10.31389/jied.136/


https://www.justsecurity.org/72742/the-president-and-immigration-law-series-the-consequences-

of-the-free-rein-of-enforcement-on-borderlands-society/ 

 

(139) 2020 Martínez, Daniel E., Josiah Heyman, and Jeremy Slack, “Border Enforcement Developments  

Since 1993 and How to Change CBP,” Center for Migration Studies, Essays, 

https://cmsny.org/publications/border-enforcement-developments-since-1993-and-how-to-

change-cbp/ 

 

*(138) 2020 Heyman, Josiah, “Conclusion: Documents as Power,” in Horton, Sarah, and Josiah  

Heyman, eds. Paper Trails: Migrants, Documents, and Legal Insecurity (Durham, NC: Duke 

University Press), pp. 229-48. 

 

(137) 2020 Slack, Jeremy M., and Josiah Heyman, “Asylum and Mass Detention at the U.S.- Mexico  

Border during COVID-19,” Journal of Latin American Geography 19(3): 334-39. DOI: 

10.1353/lag.0.0144 

 

(136) 2020 Slack, Jeremy M., and Josiah Heyman, “Asilo, fronteras y detención masiva en la frontera 

México-Estados Unidos durante el COVID -19,” Observatorio de Relaciones Transfronterizas 

Latinoamericanas 2: 3-4. 

 

(135) 2020 Hargrove, William L., Nayeli Holguin, Chilton L. Tippin and Josiah M. Heyman, “The soft  

path to water: A conservation-based approach to improved water access and sanitation for rural 

communities,” Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 75(2): 38A-44A. 

 

*(134) 2019 Heyman, Josiah, and Natalia Ribas-Mateos, “Borders of Wealth and Poverty: Ideas  

Stimulated by Comparing the Mediterranean and U.S.-Mexico Borders,” Archivio Antropologico 

Mediterraneo 21(2). http://journals.openedition.org/aam/2019 

 

*(133) 2019 Mirchi, Ali, Josiah Heyman, George Tchobanoglous, Daisuke Minakata, Shane Walker,  

Maryam Samimi, R Brian Guerrero, Diego Sanchez, Robert M Handler, “Community 

implementation of potable reuse of treated wastewater,” in A Research Agenda for 

Environmental Management, eds. Kathleen E. Halvorsen, Chelsea Schelly, Robert M. Handler, 

Erin C. Pischke and Jessie L. Knowlton, pp. 169-181. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar. 

 

*(132) 2019 Heyman, Josiah, Jeremy Slack, and Emily Guerra, “Bordering a "Crisis": Central American  

Asylum Seekers and the Reproduction of Dominant Border Enforcement Practices,” Journal of 

the Southwest 60: 754–786. 

 

*(131) 2019 Heyman, Josiah, Jeremy Slack, and Emily Guerra “Procesos de frontera: Tensiones Entorno  

a la Migracion Centroamericana en el Sur de Texas, de 2013 a 2016,” [adapted translation of 

item 128] in Efren Sandoval, coord., Violentar la Vida en el Norte de Mexico, Mexico, DF: 

Plaza y Valdes, CIESAS, pp. 257-301. 

 

(130) 2019 Heyman, Josiah, Jeremy Slack, and Daniel Martinez, “Why Border Patrol Agents and CBP  

Officers Should Not Serve as Asylum Officers,” Center for Migration Studies, Essays, 

https://cmsny.org/publications/heyman-slack-martinez-062119/ 

 

*(129) 2019 Latz, Isabel, Mark Lusk, and Josiah Heyman, “Provider Perceptions of the Effects of  

Current U. S. Immigration Enforcement Policies on Service Utilization in a Border Community,” 

http://journals.openedition.org/aam/2019
https://cmsny.org/publications/heyman-slack-martinez-062119/


Social Development Issues, 41(1): 49-63. 

 

*(128) 2019 Granados Olivas, Alfredo; Luis Carlos Alatorre Cejudo; Josiah M. Heyman; Arturo Soto  

Ontiveros; Adán Pinales Munguia; Sergio Saúl Solís; Hugo Luis Rojas Villalobos, Adrián 

Vázquez Gálvez, María Elena Torres Olave; Luis Carlos Bravo Peña; Oscar Ibañez; William L. 

Hargrove; Alex Mayer y Zhuping Sheng, “Las oportunidades para la sustentabilidad hídrica en 

las Cuencas de Chihuahua: Estrategias para compensar las demandas socioeconómicas y 

ambientales ante los retos del cambio climático (Agua-Energía-Alimentación),” in Germán 

Eduardo Dévora Isiordia and Esmeralda Cervantes Rendón, coords. Problemáticas del agua y 

medidas sustentables en estados desérticos de México, caso Chihuahua, pp. 34-49. Ciudad 

Obregon, Son., Mexico: Instituto Tecnológico de Sonora ITSON. 

 

*(127) 2019 Soto Ontiveros, A., Granados Olivas, A., Pinales Munguía, A., Saúl Solís, S., & Heyman, J.  

“Evolución temporal del flujo del agua subterránea en Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua aplicando 
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Honors and Selected Presentations  

 

 Fellow, American Anthropological Association 

 Fellow, Society for Applied Anthropology 

 

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 2022 Partnership Award for Program 

Improvement through Global Engagement, awarded to the project “Sustainable Water Resources 

for Irrigated Agriculture in the Middle Rio Grande Basin.” The project had extensive academic 

and societal engagement in both Mexico and the United States. I was the lead on work with 

Mexico. 

 

http://www.ase.tufts.edu/gdae/education_materials/ssl_overview.html


2021 Distinguished Achievement Award in the Critical Study of North America from the Society 

for the Anthropology of North America (SANA). 

 

2019 UTEP President’s Community Engaged Scholarship Award, Finalist. 

 

Michael Kearney Lecture, Society for Applied Anthropology, Philadelphia, PA, 2018 (a 

distinguished lecture on borders, transnationalism, migration, and human rights). 

 

Curl Essay Prize for 1999, Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland (best 

essay in any aspect of anthropology) 

 

Keynote lecture, “Relationship through Inequality and Difference: The U.S.-Mexico Border 

Case,” Bridging North America: Connections and Divides, The John Morton Center for North 

American Studies, University of Turku, Finland, 2014  

 

Keynote lecture, “The Socio-Political Construction of Legality and Illegality,” The Popular 

Culture of Illegality (workshop), Leiden University, the Netherlands, 2014 

“The Socio-Political Construction of Legality and Illegality” 

 

Heyman, J.M. “The Trialectic between Capital, the Nation-State, and Migration (Internal and 

International)”; “The Trialectic between Capital, the Nation-State, and Migration (Internal and 

International): How Does Gender Enter It?” 2013 Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Reus, Catalunya, 

Spain 

 

Three invited lectures, Colegio de La Frontera Norte (Tijuana, BCN, Mexico), 2011 (twice), 

2012; one was part of the Permanent Seminar on International Migration, and one was part of a 

seminar on human rights to celebrate 30 years of COLEF. 

 

Invited keynote lecture, Centro de Investigaciones Superiores de Antropologia Social, Centro 

Oaxaca, Mexico, 2012. 

 

Participant/paper presenter, Seminar on Borders, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 2012. 

 

Keynote speaker, Conferencia de Estudios Culturales, Universidad Autonoma de Baja 

California, Mexicali, BCN, Mexico, 2009. 

 

Invited Keynote Speaker, Mapping Frontiers Conference, Armagh, Ireland, “Globalization, 

Borders, and Unequal Movement,” January, 2006 

 

Special Invited Discussant, Coloquio Internacional “La Construcción de Comunidades de 

Mexicanos in California,” Centro de Investigaciones y Educación Superior en Antropología 

Social, México, DF.  February, 2006 

 

Invited Discussant, Workshop on the Anthropology of Public Policy, University of British 

Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. April, 2006. 

 

Presentation to the Border Conference of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops about trends 

in immigration law enforcement and its human consequences, Las Cruces, Dec. 2003 

 



Presentation to Catholic Bishops of Latin America, Canada, and the United States, Conference 

on Humanizing the Global Economy, Panel on Immigration, Washington, D.C., January, 2002.  

 

Distinguished Lecture, UC-MEXUS (University of California Mexico-U.S. Studies Center), 

University of California, Riverside, 1999 

 

Invited lectures at the Victoria University (Canada), University of Arizona (five times), 

University of Texas-Pan American, Southern Methodist University, Trinity University (San 

Antonio), University of Calgary, Miami University of Ohio, Northwestern University, Arizona 

State University, University of California, Santa Barbara, University of Michigan, Michigan 

State University, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Columbia University, City University of 

New York.  Invited seminars at Harvard University and the Institute for Advanced Studies, 

Princeton. 

 

Service to the Profession 

Board of Directors, Society for Applied Anthropology, 2012-2015 

 

 Public Policy Committee, Society for Applied Anthropology, 1997-2007, 2010-2012 

  Chair, 2001-2007 

additional service on ad-hoc committees on U.S. guestworker legislation, World Bank 

policy and procedures concerning Indigenous Peoples 

 

Human Rights and Social Justice Committee, Society for Applied Anthropology, 2015-present 

 

 Political Ecology Society 

  Program Chair, 2007-present Annual Meetings 

 

Promotion and/or Tenure reviewer for eighteen universities/colleges 

 

Program reviewer, University of Texas at Arlington (Sociology and Anthropology) 

 

 Proposal Reviewer, Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, National  

 Science Foundation, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 

 

Manuscript Reviewer, Current Anthropology, American Anthropologist, Journal of the Royal 

Anthropological Institute, Human Organization, American Ethnologist, International Migration 

Review, International Migration, Latin American Research Review, Journal of Latin American 

Anthropology, Estudios Mexicanos/Mexican Studies, Research In Economic Anthropology, 

Journal of Political Ecology, Urban Anthropology, Identities, Anthropologica, City and Society, 

Geopolitics, International Sociology, Antipode, Cultural Dynamics, Journal of the Southwest, 

Law and Social Inquiry, Ethics and Public Affairs, Cultural Geographies, Stanford University 

Press, Cornell University Press, University of Arizona Press, Duke University Press, University 

of Minnesota Press, University of Chicago Press, University of Toronto Press, University of New 

Mexico Press, Temple University Press, Texas Tech University Press, Westview, Routledge, 

AltaMira, Ashgate, Paradigm, Palgrave, Pluto, McGraw-Hill.  
 
Service to the Community 

 Notable activities 

• Amicus Curiae Brief cited in U.S. Supreme Court and Appeals Court, Hernandez 



v. Mesa (cross-border killing by Border Patrol). Brief on intimate ties between 

two sides of the border. Lead author. 

• Amicus Curiae Brief cited in U.S. Supreme Court and Appeals Court, Elena-

Rodriguez v. Swartz (cross-border killing by Border Patrol). Brief on intimate ties 

between two sides of the border. Joint lead author with Jeremy Slack. 

• Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, Josiah Heyman, and Eva Moya. 2020. “Pandemic 

Conditions in El Paso Detention Centers.” Deposition submitted to El Paso Rio 

Grande Legal Aid. https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/el-paso-immigration-detainees-

file-lawsuit-against-us-ice-over-covid-19-concerns 

• Extensive original text and input into H.R. 2203, Homeland Security 

Improvement Act (Escobar), 2019, addressing training and conduct of Border 

Patrol and CBP. Passed House, stalled in Senate (S. 2691). 

• Extensive original text and input into Border Enforcement, Accountability, 

Oversight, and Community Engagement Act (O’Rourke and Pearce), annually 

introduced into the House 2014-2018. 

• Wrote much of the text and recommendations in community documents 

"Guidelines for Alternative Border Enforcement Policies and Practices," and 

"Border Policy Priorities for 2009-2010: Accountability, Community Security and 

Infrastructure," This in turn was folded (I was consulted on specific legislative 

language involved) into Title One (border issues) in Comprehensive Immigration 

Reform for America's Security and Prosperity Act of 2009 (CIR-ASAP) bill (L. 

Gutierrez), reintroduced 2010. Died in Senate. 

 

 Immigration issues 

Organized public forum in response to Minuteman activities, El Paso, TX, Sept. 2005 

• Produced two nationally circulated fact sheets about immigration issues, 2005, 

updated through 2008 (used in immigrant rights movement, e.g., cited in LULAC 

materials) 

  “What do we know about the U.S.-Mexico Border and Migration?” 

“How to address symbolic and emotionally-charged arguments about migration 

and the U.S.-Mexico border” 

Board of Directors, Border Network for Human Rights, El Paso, TX/Southern New  

Mexico, 2008-2015; President 2010-2015 

 US/Mexico Border and Immigration Task Force, 2006-2010 (duration of the group) 

• Participant in five border-wide, multi-sector meetings 

• Participant, Border Strategy Conference, El Paso, Nov. 29 & 30, 2007 

Rapporteur, Fence/Wall, Operations, and Militarization breakout 

session 

• Rapporteur, conference on Reimaging Immigrants and the Border, 

April 30, 2008 

• Participant, Border Wall Summit, Dec. 2-3, 2008, El Paso, TX 

• Participant, El Paso Border Stakeholder Consultation, Feb. 2009 

• Keynote speaker and participant, “We are the Border: Envisioning a 

Narrative for the Future”; wrote academic sector statement and 

assisted in compilation of full set of sector statements published in The 

New Ellis Island, 2013 

• Compiled from stakeholder inputs and wrote the first draft of the following 

major public documents:  

https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/el-paso-immigration-detainees-file-lawsuit-against-us-ice-over-covid-19-concerns
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/el-paso-immigration-detainees-file-lawsuit-against-us-ice-over-covid-19-concerns


o “Guidelines for Alternative Border Enforcement Policies and 

Practices," Nov. 2008. 

o "Border Policy Priorities for 2009-2010: Accountability, 

Community Security and Infrastructure," April 2009. 

• Significant contribution to drafting possible legislative language and  

administrative recommendations on border and immigration issues, 2009-

2010.  Language from this work influenced Title One (border issues) in 

2009 Comprehensive Immigration Reform legislation (not passed). 

• Provided extensive detailed suggestions and feedback on the bipartisan Border 

Enforcement, Accountability, Oversight, and Community Engagement Act, 

H.R. 4303, introduced spring 2014; reintroduced each term through 2017. 

• Border community educational trips—participant and presenter--to Congress 

and White House, March 2006, June 2007, April 2009, April 2013 

• Border Stakeholder Consultations with Customs and Border Protection, Dec. 

11,  

2009 (Brownsville, TX) and Jan. 21-22, 2010 (San Diego, CA); chaired 

subcommittee on Accountability and Oversight; wrote and submitted 

detailed recommendations on officer conduct, submitted to CBP in 2010 

and 2011; participant in subsequent Southern Border Communities 

Coalition consultations with CBP. 

• United Nations, Universal Periodic Human Rights Review, Civil Society 

Hearing, El Paso, March 8, 2010.  Testimony on Militarization of the Border 

and Chaired Panel on Border Enforcement and Immigrants. 

• Organized and chaired Immigration Policy Center consultation with border 

scholars and community members, El Paso, 2010 

o Wrote and published nationally circulated and cited policy essay, 

“Guns, Drugs, and Money: Tackling the Real Threats to Border 

Security,” Immigration Policy Center (IPC), 2011 

o Essay presented at Wilson Center and discussed in Congress in the 

context of alternative border priorities, 2011. 

o Connected the Migrant Border Crosser Study to the Immigration 

Policy Center, enabled the publication of two major research report on 

treatment of border crossers by U.S. authorities, and co-authored 

(analyzed conduct data) in one IPC report, “Migrant Mistreatment 

While in U.S. Custody: Part I of Bordering on Criminal: The Routine 

Abuse of Migrants in the Removal System” 2013 

• Border Hero Award 2013, Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center 

• Produced a detailed planning document for the immigrant service community 

in El Paso on preparing for administrative relief, and participant in regular 

meetings to prepare such services, 2014-2015 

• Organized two community-researcher meetings at the University of Texas at 

El Paso, 2016, on migration and human rights and on everyday border 

crossing and ports of entry. 

• Organized three know your rights workshops for students at UTEP, 2017-

2018. 

• Presentation on protecting immigrant students to UTEP Administrative Forum 

2017. Document on suggested practices to university President. 

• Organized a well-attended community-academic discussion meeting on 



Mexican asylum seekers, 2019. 

• Volunteered to serve refugees at the border, Annunciation House, 2018-2019. 

Border violence issues 

• Co-organizer, 40 years of the War on Drugs Conference, El Paso (downtown 

and university) and Ciudad Juárez, 2009 

• Co-organizer, faculty advisor, Border Activist Summit for Teaching and 

Learning, UTEP, 2011.  Over 500 students attended and participated in 

workshops. 

• Co-organizer, El Paso meeting with Javier Sicilia, after completion of 

Caravana to Ciudad Juárez, 2011 

• Co-organizer, El Paso stop of the Javier Sicilia U.S. Caravana; drafted the 

resolutions successfully passed by El Paso County Commission and the El 

Paso City Council addressing U.S. side policies contributing to violence in 

Mexico. 

Other community issues 

• UTEP Health Sciences and Public Policy Committee in response to COVID-

19 pandemic, spring-summer 2020. My role particularly focused on 

immigrants, but not exclusively. Provided analysis of risk at detention centers 

to County Commission. Participated in social media campaign about social 

distancing. Evaluated and scored 14 proposals to City of El Paso for CARES 

Act fund use (rent assistance, mortgage assistance, utility assistance). 

• “Five things you can do to save lives during the COVID-19 pandemic.” April 11, 

2020. https://elpasomatters.org/2020/04/11/five-things-you-can-do-to-save-lives-

during-the-covid-19-pandemic/ 

• https://www.ktep.org/post/5-things-you-can-do-save-lives-during-covid-19-pandemic  

• https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/opinion/2020/04/11/coroanvirus-el-paso-five-

save-lives-easter-sunday-utep/2976169001/ 

 

Chair, El Paso Museum of Archeology Advisory Board, Feb. 2008-Jan. 2010. Helped to rescue 

the museum from closure. 

 

Media appearances and interviews: too numerous and constant to list. 
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