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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Associate Professor of Sociology
University of Texas at El Paso             2018-present

Assistant Professor of Sociology
University of Texas at El Paso             2012-2018
Postdoctoral Research Fellow
University of Texas Medical Branch   2010-2012 

EDUCATION


Degree
Institution
Date

Ph.D. (Sociology)
University of Kansas 
2009 

M.A. (Sociology)
Northern Illinois University
1999

B.A. (Sociology)
Indiana University

       1995

Minors: French and Psychology 




RESEARCH

Note: Students underlined
Peer- Review Articles

Greil, Arthur L., Ophra Leyser-Whalen, Julia McQuillan, Karina Shreffler, Michelle Lowry and Katherine M. Johnson. In Press. “Does Self-Identifying as Having a Health Problem Precede Medical Contact? The Case of Infertility.”  Sociological Focus
Monteblanco, Adelle and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. In Press. “Thinking Outside of the Hospital and CNM Paradigms: A Qualitative Examination of Midwifery in Times of Natural Disasters.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, Arthur L. Greil, Julia McQuillan, Katherine M. Johnson, and Karina M. Shreffler. 2018. “‘Just Because a Doctor Says Something, Doesn’t Mean that will Happen’: Self-perception as Having a Fertility Problem among Infertility Patients.” Sociology of Health and Illness 40,3:445-462.
Siordia, Carlos and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. 2017. “Average Age at Last Live-Birth in ‘Lucky Few’ and ‘Late-Baby Boom’ Birth-Cohorts in the United States.” Journal of Family Studies 23,3:296-308.
Gabriel Frietze, Ophra Leyser-Whalen, Mahbubur Rahman, Mahta Rouhani, and Abbey B. Berenson. 2015. “A Meta-analysis of Bilateral Essure Procedural Success Rates on First Attempt.” Journal of Gynecologic Surgery 31,6:308-317.
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra. 2014. “‘Crazy Woman Juice!’-- Making Sense of Women’s Infertility Treatment with Clomiphene.” Women’s Reproductive Health 1,2:73-89. 

Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, Erma Lawson, Arlene Macdonald, Jeff R. Temple, and John Y. Phelps. 2014. “Bioethical Considerations.” Best Practice & Research Clinical Obstetrics & Gynaecology 28,8:1266-1277.
Siordia, Carlos, and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. 2014. “The Lucky Few and Baby Boom Generation: Relative Cohort Size, Mexican Ethnicity, and Gender on the Likelihood of Out-of-Poverty Status.” Sociological Focus 47,3:163-173.
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, and Abbey B. Berenson. 2013. “Adherence to Hysterosalpingogram Appointments Following Hysteroscopic Sterilization among Low Income Women.” Contraception 88,6:697-699.
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, and Abbey B. Berenson. 2013. “Control and Constraint for Low-income Women Choosing Outpatient Sterilization.” Qualitative Health Research 23,8:1114-1124. 
Hirth, Jacqueline M., Ophra Leyser-Whalen, and Abbey B. Berenson. 2013. “Effects of a Major U.S. Hurricane on Mental Health Disorder Symptoms among Adolescent and Young Adult Females.” Journal of Adolescent Health 52,6:765-772.
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, Jeff R. Temple, and John Y. Phelps. 2012. “Ethical and Psychosocial Impact of Female Infertility.” Current Obstetrics and Gynecology Reports 1:153-158.
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, Mahta Rouhani, Mahbubur Rahman, and Abbey B. Berenson. 2012. “Tubal Risk Markers for Failure to Place Transcervical Sterilization Coils.” Contraception 85:384-388.

Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, Mahbubur Rahman, and Abbey B. Berenson. 2011. “Natural and Social Disasters: Racial Inequality in Access to Contraceptives after Hurricane Ike.” Journal of Women’s Health 20,12:1861-1866.

Leyser, Ophra. 2003. “The Body as a Resource: Masculinity in a Mental Hospital.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 32,3:336-359. 

Book Chapters/ Sections
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra. 2018. “Levels of Politics and Conducting Social Science Interviews and Surveys on Outpatient Female Sterilization in a Clinical Setting.” SAGE Research Methods Cases. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE. 10.4135/9781526449467
Published Abstracts

Do, Linh, Susan Lee, Christina Gutierrez, Ophra Leyser-Whalen, Zainya Luz De la Mora, Fatima Aly, and Sireesha Reddy. 2016. “Hispanic Parents’ Views on Physician-Instructed Reproductive Health Education.” Journal of Pediatric & Adolescent Gynecology 29,2:169-170.

Articles under Review

Johnson, Katherine M., A.L. Greil, Julia McQuillan, Karina M. Shreffler, and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. “Infertility and the Self: The Indeterminacy of the Illness-Self Relationship.” Revise and Resubmit
Monteblanco, Adelle and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. “Course-based Undergraduate Research Experiences (CUREs) through the Birth Lens.” Revise and Resubmit
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra. “Situating Oneself in the Gender/Race/Class Hierarchy: Low-Income Women Discuss their Conversations with Intimate Partners about Sterilization.”

Articles in Preparation
Morales, Danielle, Penelope Espinoza, Scott Frankowski, and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. “The Validation of Contingencies of Self-worth and Value Orientations Subscales with Hispanic Undergraduate Students.”
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, Brianne Bombach, and Sara Mahmoud. “Doctor, Doctor, Give me the News: Generalists versus Specialists in the Infertility Diagnostic Process.”

Leyser-Whalen, Ophra and Virginia L. Jenkins. “Mom-Talk Types: How Do They Affect Their Daughter’s Reproductive Decisions?”
Invited Submissions
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, and Adelle Monteblanco. 2018. “Teaching.” American Sociological Association Medical Sociology Newsletter 54(4):2.

Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, and Adelle Monteblanco. 2018. “Using Photovoice to Integrate both Art & Undergraduate Research into Your Course.” American Sociological Association Medical Sociology Newsletter 54(3):3.

Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, and Adelle Monteblanco. 2017. “Gunning for CUREs.” American Sociological Association Medical Sociology Newsletter 54(2):5.

Leyser-Whalen, Ophra, and Adelle Monteblanco. 2017. “CUREs (not the medical kind).” American Sociological Association Medical Sociology Newsletter 54(1):4.

Lawrence, Gina, and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. 2017. “Trapped without Choice: An Exploration of Abortion Access in the Southern U.S.” Media review of Trapped, by Dawn Porter. Women’s Reproductive Health 4,2:141-143.
Heckert, Carina, and Ophra Leyser-Whalen. 2017. Book review of “The Unseen Things: Women, Secrecy, and HIV in Northern Nigeria,” by Kathryn A. Rhine. Gender & Society 31,4:559-561.
Leyser-Whalen, Ophra. 2016. “Reproductive Regulations and Rhetoric: Which Bodies, What Choices?” Book review of Governed through choice: Autonomy, Technology, and the Politics of Reproduction, by J.M. Denbow. Women’s Reproductive Health 3,2:143-144.
Leyser, Ophra. 2011. “Infertility, Incidence.” The Encyclopedia of Women in Today's World, edited by Mary Zeiss Stange, Carol K. Oyster, and J. Geoffrey Golson, vol. 1:753-754. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.
Leyser, Ophra. 2011. “Infertility, Treatments.” The Encyclopedia of Women in Today's World, edited by Mary Zeiss Stange, Carol K. Oyster, and J. Geoffrey Golson, vol. 1:754-756. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Leyser, Ophra. 2010. “Infertility.” The Encyclopedia of Motherhood, edited by Andrea O’Reilly, vol. 2:564-569. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Leyser, Ophra. 2006. “Paternity.” The Encyclopedia of Privacy, edited by William Staples, vol.2:374-376. Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press.

Warren, Carol A.B., Leyser, Ophra, et al. 2000. Book review of Madness in Its Place: Narratives of Severalls Hospital, 1913-1997, by Diana Gittins. Contemporary Sociology, 29,4:670-671.

Media Interviews and Appearances
“Sociology in Action: Ophra Leyser-Whalen.” American Sociological Association, 2018. http://www.asanet.org/sociology-action-ophra-leyser-whalen
“Self-perception as having a Fertilty Problem among Infertility Patients.” Sociology of Health and Illness, February 1, 2018. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVs1hxoA86A
“Can a DIY Fertility Test Help You Plan When to Have a Baby?” The Guardian, January 21, 2018. Role: Consultant. https://www.theguardian.com/science/2018/jan/21/can-diy-fertility-test-help-plan-when-to-have-baby
“The Hurricane Baby Thing? It’s Totally Real.” WLRN Radio, Miami, FL NPR News Station, October 6, 2016. http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/hurricane-baby-thing-it-s-totally-real#stream/0
Grant Activity
Under Review
NSF 1753442 “Emotional Distress, Maternal Health, and the Syndemics of Deportability in the US-Mexico Border Region” (Heckert, PI), Role: Collaborator, ($349,723). Revise and Resubmit.
Funded

External
Southern Methodist University Latino Center for Leadership Development Grant “Emotional Distress and Maternal Health among Pregnant Immigrant Latinas at the Intersections of Immigration and Health Policy on the US-Mexico Border” (Heckert, PI), Role: Co-I, ($9,986.25).

NIH/NIMHD 1U01MD010657-01, “Adaptation and Implementation of Project Encuentro in the U.S.-Mexico Border” (Lechuga, PI), Role: Co-Investigator, 04/05/2016-11/30/2020. ($2,117,572.00).

NIH BUILDing SCHOLARS UL1GM118970 sub award, “Integrating Health Research Components into Social Science Courses” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 9/1/2016-5/30/2017. ($6939.70).

NIH/NINR 1R21NR013247-01, “Mother-Daughter Joint Decision Making to Obtain the HPV Vaccine” (Lechuga, PI), Role: Co-Investigator, 8/17/2012-7/31/2015. ($200,000.00).
NIH/NICHD/Kirschstein-National Research Service Award, “Interdisciplinary Women’s Reproductive Health Fellowship” (Berenson, PI), 8/9/2010-8/3/2012. ($77,829.02).
Internal
COURI MERITUS, “Conducting a Systematic Review of Prenatal and Pregnancy-related Patient-Provider Communication” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 9/17/2018-5/21/2019. ($4636.80).
COURI MERITUS, “Providing Data to a Community Organization by Learning how to Conduct a Systematic Review” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 2/1/2018-5/21/2018. ($2318.40).
COURI MERITUS, “Undergraduate Latinas on the Border and their Reproductive Stories: A Qualitative Analysis” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 9/16/2015-5/21/2016. ($4636.80).
COURI, “Contraception and Educational Achievement: A Quantitative Study of Young Latinas” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 9/15/2014-5/22/2015. ($4636.80).
COURI, “Contraception and Educational Achievement: A Quantitative Study of Young Latinas” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 5/27/2014-8/2/2014. ($1642.20).
CoLA, “Young El Paso Women’s Contraceptive Knowledge, Use & Access: A Quantitative Study” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 7/17/2014-7/31/2014. ($340.00).
COURI, “Young El Paso Women’s Contraceptive Knowledge, Use & Access: A Qualitative Study” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 9/16/2013-5/15/2014. ($4,080.00).
Not funded
Society of Family Planning. “Access to Medication Abortion for Underserved Populations on the US-Mexico Border” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 1/5/2019-5/15/2021. ($175,520). 
NIH/NIMH SCORE-02 GRANT12403668 “The Intersections of Maternal Health, Emotional Distress, and Immigration Policy in the Borderlands” (Heckert, PI), Role: Consultant, 04/30/2018-04/29/2021. ($275,000).
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society Carolyn K. Kuckein Student Research Fellowship, “Sexual Satisfaction Correlates among Women Choosing Sterilization” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 6/2017-6/2018. ($5,000).

NIH LRP, “Contraception and Infertility,” (Leyser-Whalen, PI), 11/2012-11/2014. ($9,124.13).
Peer-reviewed Presentations

Note: *collaboration with students/ mentees
*Views of Genetic Inheritance on Personality, Health, and Physical Characteristics by People who used Fertility Treatments. Annual meeting of the Southern Sociological Society. New Orleans, LA, 2018.

* “The Continuum of Mom-Talk Types about Contraception and Sex.” Annual winter meeting of the Sociologists for Women in Society. Atlanta, GA, 2018.

* “Course-based Undergraduate Research Experiences (CUREs) through the Birth Lens.” Annual winter meeting of the Sociologists for Women in Society. Atlanta, GA, 2018.

*“Doctor, Doctor, Give me the News: Generalists versus Specialists in the Infertility Diagnostic Process.” Annual meeting of the Southwest Social Science Association. Austin, TX, 2017.

*“Hispanic Parents’ Views on Physician-Instructed Reproductive Health Education.” NASPAG 30th Annual Clinical Research Meeting. Toronto, ON, 2016.

“Self-Labeling and Medical Contact for Fertility Problems.” Annual meeting of the Southwest Social Science Association. Las Vegas, NV, 2016.

*“College Latinas: Do they Break the Unintended Pregnancy Norm?” Annual meeting of the Southwest Social Science Association. Las Vegas, NV, 2016.

“Latinas Getting Sterilized: Gendered Negotiations with Intimate Partners.” Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association. San Francisco, CA, 2014.

“Patterns of Seeing a Doctor and Self-Labeling as Infertile: A Multinomial Logistic Regression Analysis of a Representative Sample of US Women.” Annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society. Baltimore, MD, 2014.

“’Crazy Woman Juice’: Clomiphene as a Fertility Treatment.” Annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. Chicago, IL, 2013.

“Infertility Treatment and Self-Identification as Having a Fertility Problem: A Longitudinal Analysis of a Population-Based Sample of U.S. Women.” Annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. St. Louis, MO, 2011.

“The Medicalization of Women's Bodies and Fertility Treatments.” Roundtable at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association. Atlanta, GA, 2010.
“The Infertility Diagnosis and Negative Effects on Women.” Annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Social Problems. Atlanta, GA, 2010.
“The Doctor-Patient Relationship in Fertility Treatments and the Effects on Patient Agency.” Annual meeting of the Mid-American American Studies Society. Lawrence, KS, 2010.

“Why Use Fertility Treatments?” Annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. St. Louis, MO, 2008.

“Prenatal Testing.” Annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. Chicago, IL, 2003.

“The Body as a Gendered Site for Control and Freedom.” Annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. St. Louis, MO, 2001.

“The Male Body and Gender Identity in a Mental Hospital.” Annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. Chicago, IL, 2000.

“Doing Gender in Degendered Places: Men in Marion Center Mental Health Facility.” Roundtable at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association. Chicago, IL, 1999.

Invited Talks

“Illness Narratives in Action” Feminist Methodologies Series, UTEP Women’s and Gender Studies. El Paso, TX, 2017.

“HPV Prevention: Why Not?” UT A-PRIME TIME Interdisciplinary Debate. El Paso, TX, 2014.

“’Crazy Woman Juice:’” Are Clomiphene Mental Side Effects Overlooked?” Healthy Exchange Lecture Series. El Paso, TX, 2013.

“’Crazy Woman Juice:’” Are Clomiphene Mental Side Effects Overlooked?” Department of Sociology and Anthropology Brown Bag. El Paso, TX, 2013.

“The Differences Between Sex and Gender and their Potential Associations with Transplantation.” Annual Scientific Meeting of the Texas Transplantation Society. Galveston, TX, 2012.

“Sociologists on Interdisciplinary Research Teams: Rewards and Challenges.” Panel discussant at the annual meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. Minneapolis, MN, 2012.

“Grounded Theory and Framework Analysis.” Institute of Medical Humanities Qualitative Methods in Social Science guest lecture. Galveston, TX, 2012.

“A Tale of Two Studies: Failure rates and Decision-making for Low-income Women Getting Outpatient Sterilization.” Department of Preventive Medicine and Community Health Lecture Series. Galveston, TX, 2012.

“The Reciprocal Relationship between OB/GYN Research and Practice.” Co-presented with Dr. Andrea L. DeMaria. Obstetrics and Gynecology Student Society General Body Meeting. Galveston, TX, 2012.

“Natural and Social Disasters: Racial Inequality in Access to Contraceptives after Hurricane Ike.” Racial and Ethnic Studies Institute Colloquium Series. College Station, TX, 2011.

HONORS and AWARDS

Awards and Scholarships
JFed Bernard and Florence Schoichet Young Leadership Award, 2018

UTMB Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences Academic Scholarship, 2011

Midwest Sociological Society Scholarship Development Award, 2007

KU Dept. of Sociology Christopher Gunn Scholarship Award, 2007

KU Dept. of Sociology Helen Waddle Roofe Scholarship, 2002

Teaching and Service

UT System Regents’ Outstanding Teaching Award UTEP Semi-finalist, 2016
KU Dept. of Sociology Carroll D. Clark Award for Teaching Excellence, 2002

KU Graduate Student Distinguished Service Award, 2001

KU Dept. of Sociology Caroll D. Clark Sociology Service Award, 2001

Mentored Student Awards

Best Presentation for the Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences (Virginia Jenkins, student), COURI symposium, 2018


TEACHING AND MENTORING
Courses Taught
Medical Sociology, Social Science Research Methods, Graduate Social Theory, Sociology of Families, Social Problems, Introduction to Sociology, Introduction to Modern Hebrew I, Introduction to Modern Hebrew II, Intermediate Modern Hebrew I, Intermediate Modern Hebrew II, Graduate Sociology of Health
Faculty Advising
PhD Dissertation Committee Member, 2018-present.

Master’s Theses Chair, 2016-present.
Rodolfo Garza, “Patient Satisfaction in Civilian versus Military Hospitals,” 2016-present.


Denise Delgado, “Sexual Health among LGBTQ Women,” 2016-present.

Tahla Wade, “Corporate Sponsorship and the Consumer Socialization of African American Athletes: A Qualitative Study,” 2016-2017.

Undergraduate Research Assistant Mentoring, 2013-present.

Master’s Theses Committee Member, 2012-present.

Faculty Advisor, TFN/Texas Rising UTEP Student Chapter, 2012-present.

Sociology Major Undergraduate Academic Advising, 2012-present.

Undergraduate Honor’s Papers, 2012-2018.
Faculty Advisor, Stand Up For Justice, 2015-2016.
SERVICE
Reviewer

Academic Journal Reviewer, 2004-present.

SFP Grant Reviewer, 2018.

NSF Grant Reviewer, 2016.
Textbook Chapter Reviewer, 2014-2015.

Offices and Committees

Chair, Teaching Committee, American Sociological Association Medical Sociology Section, August 2017-present.

Member, Advisory Committee, El Jardin Birth & Family Resource Center, May 2016-present.

Department Liaison, UTEP Liberal Arts Honors Program, June 2015-present.

Member, Internal Advisory Committee, BUILDing SCHOLARS Initiative, Spring 2014-present.
Chair, Winter Meeting Auction, Sociologists for Women in Society, Fall 2012-present.
Senator, Faculty Senate, UTEP, Fall 2017, 2018-present.

Administrator, Department Facebook Media Committee, 2018-present.
Member, Department Website Committee, UTEP Dept. of Sociology & Anthropology, Fall 2015-Spring 2017.
Member, Nominations Committee, American Sociological Association Medical Sociology Section, August 2015-August 2016.
Member, Faculty Hire Search Committee, UTEP Dept. of Sociology & Anthropology, Fall 2014-Spring 2015.

Member, Annual Evaluation Policy Committee, UTEP Dept. of Sociology & Anthropology, Fall 2012-Spring 2013.
Higher Education Representative, Kansas Association of Public Employees Board of Directors, 2001-2005.

Graduate Student Representative, Midwest Sociological Society Standards and Training Committee, 2001-2004.

Member, Negotiations Committee, Graduate Teaching Assistants Coalition, 2000-2002.

Graduate Student Representative, Graduate Studies Committee, Dept. of Sociology, 2000-2001.

Chair, Alliance of Graduate Employee Locals, 2000-2001.

Chair, Grievance Committee, Graduate Teaching Assistants Coalition, 1998-2001.

President, Graduate Association of Sociology Students, 1999-2000.

President, Graduate Teaching Assistants Coalition, 1999-2000.

Professional Associations

Member, Scholars Strategy Network, 2018-present.

Member, Society of Family Planning, 2017-present.

Member, National Research Mentoring Network, 2016-present.

Member, Texas Faculty Association, 2012-present.

Member, Sociologists for Women in Society, 2001-2006, 2007-present.
Member, American Sociological Association, 1998-present.

sections: Medical Sociology, Sex and Gender

Member, Midwest Sociological Society, 1998-2015.
Member, Society for the Study of Social Problems, 2010.
Member, Midwest Sociologists for Women in Society, 2008-2010.
Member, Alpha Kappa Delta, 1998.
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