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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 	
University of Texas, El Paso	El Paso, TX 
Assistant Professor of Sociology                                                                               2024 – Present
Department of Sociology & Anthropology	

EDUCATION 	
University of California, Los Angeles	Los Angeles, CA 
Ph.D. Sociology, focus on Computational Sociology	2024
Dissertation: Computational methods to assess organized crime and vulnerable populations
Advisors: Ruben Hernandez-Leon, Gabriel Rossman

University of California, Los Angeles	Los Angeles, CA 
M.A. Sociology	2019 
Thesis: After Deportation: Reintegration of Deportees into Mexican Society 
Advisor: Ruben Hernandez-Leon

Universidad Iberoamericana	Mexico City, MEX 
M.A. Social Anthropology	2014

Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México 	Mexico City, MEX
B.A. International Relations	2011 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS  	
Contreras Velasco, Oscar. “Unintended Consequences of State Action: How the Kingpin Strategy Transformed the Structure of Violence in Mexico’s Organized Crime”. Trends in Organized Crime (2023). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-023-09498-x

Contreras Velasco, Oscar, “Police institution, violence and the culture of terror in Tijuana”. 
Revista Mexicana de Sociología. 2017. Num. 04. October-December. (in Spanish). https://www.jstor.org/stable/26631815

Contreras Velasco, Oscar. “To Live in the Margins of the State: A Study on the Mexico-United States Border”. Región y Sociedad. 2016; 65: 235-260. (in Spanish). https://doi.org/10.22198/rys.2016.65.a362 



MANUSCRIPTS

Working Papers

Contreras-Velasco, Oscar, “When Elephants Fight, it’s the Grass that Suffers: The Quasi-State nature of organized crime and its effects on the health risks for migrants”. Preprint. (Under review at American Journal of Sociology). 

Hernandez Leon, Ruben & Contreras-Velasco, Oscar. “The Geography of the H-2 Visa Program: Continuity and Change”. Preprint.

Contreras Velasco, Oscar; Jones, N.; Weisz Agromedo, D.; Sullivan, J.P.; Callaghan,
C. “Harnessing Artificial Intelligence and Social Network Analysis to Predict Mexico’s Criminal Network.”. Preprint.

Jones, Nathan; Pamfile, Christian; Dutta Julie; Contreras-Velasco, Oscar; Aspland, Michael (2024). “Artificial Intelligence and Social Network Analysis for Critical Infrastructure Response Networks and Dark Network Threat Analysis”. Released by Institute for Homeland Security, Sam Houston State University. DOI:10.17605/OSF.IO/9P27U

Contreras-Velasco, Oscar; Jones, N.; Weisz Agromedo; D.; Sullivan J.P., Callaghan,
C. (2023) “The Use of Similarity-based Algorithms to Predict Links in Mexican Criminal Networks”. Published by Rice University’s Baker Institute.
 https://doi.org/10.25613/BQ88-X176

Atuesta, Laura; Alejandro Procorroba; Contreras-Velasco Oscar. The uncomfortable friend: identification of brokers in Mexico’s organized crime network. Preprint.  

In Progress

Contreras-Velasco, Oscar; Yu, Feng. Tensor Decomposition Methods to Explore Health Risks for Migrants. 

Contreras-Velasco, Oscar. Structural Equation Modeling and Supervised Machine Learning Methods to Uncover Health Risks for Migrants in the U.S-Mexico Border. 


RESEARCH EXPERIENCE  	
University of California, Los Angeles	Los Angeles, CA 
Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Sociology	August 2020 – May 2021 
· Conducted geo-statistical and GIS analysis on companies that hire H-2 Visa Mexican workers in the U.S. under the supervision of Dr. Ruben Hernandez-Leon 
· Co-authored a paper that is currently under review at Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.  

Universidad Iberoamericana 	Mexico City, MEX 
Research Assistant, Department of Anthropology	 January 2012 – July 2013
· Reviewed and analyzed qualitative data on violence and public security in Mexico for a research project on crime prevention

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  	
University of California, Los Angeles 	Los Angeles, CA 
Teaching Fellow, Department of Sociology	August 2022 – July 2024 
· Computational Methods for Social Sciences (Spring 2024)
· Social Networks (Fall 2022, Winter 2023)
· Intermediate Statistical Methods for Ph.D. (Fall 2023, Winter 2024)
Teaching Associate, Department of Sociology	August 2020 – July 2023 
· Economic Sociology (Fall 2021, Winter, 2022)
· Sociology of Crime (Fall 2020, Winter, 2020)
· Sociology of Violence (Spring 2021, Spring, 2022)
Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology	August 2019 – July 2020 
· Contemporary Sociological Theory (Winter, 2020)
· Sociology of Deviance (Spring 2020)
· Comparative Acculturation and Assimilation (Fall 2019)

Universidad Autónoma de Baja California (UABC)	Tijuana, MEX 
Lecturer, Department of Sociology	January 2015 –December 2017
· Introduction to Social Sciences
· Social Anthropology
· Political Sociology
· Sociology of Violence

PRESENTATIONS  	
Criminal Governance: Criminal Organizations as Quasi-States and Undocumented Migration at the U.S.-Mexico Border. American Sociological Association (ASA), 2024

The Effects of Organized Crime for Undocumented Migration at the U.S.-Mexico Border. Latin American Studies Association (LASA), 2024

Understanding the Structure of Violent Conflicts in Mexico’s Drug trafficking
American Sociological Association (ASA), 2022

Unintended Consequences of State Action: A Network Analysis of Mexico’s Drug Violence 
American Sociological Association (ASA), 2023

HONORS & AWARDS 
Kollock Distinguished Teaching Award	2023
UCLA Distinguished Teaching Assistant Award (nominated)	2023
Excellence in Teaching Award	2023
Excellence in Teaching Award	2022
Excellence in Teaching Award	2020
Excellence in Teaching Award	2019

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS
UCMEXUS – CONACYT Fellowship ($197,000)	2017-2023
Latin American Institute Summer Research Grant, UCLA ($2,500)			                2023
International Institute Fieldwork Fellowship, UCLA ($2,500)	2023
Summer Mentored Research Fellowship, UCLA ($18,000)	2019-2021
Tinker Field Research Grant, Latin American Institute, UCLA ($2,500)	2020
Tinker Field Research Grant, Latin American Institute, UCLA ($2,500)	2018
Fulbright Fellowship	2017
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS	
American Sociological Association. Mathematical Sociology Section.                    2021 - Present
American Sociological Association. International Migration Section.                      2021 - Present
American Sociological Association. Decision Making, 
Social Networks, and Society Section.                                                                       2021- Present

REFERENCES 	
Ruben Hernandez-Leon
University of California Los Angeles
Professor, Sociology Department
Co-chair
264 Haines Hall Box 951551 Los Angeles, California, 
90095-1551
rubenhl@soc.ucla.

Gabriel Rossman
University of California Los Angeles
Professor, Sociology Department
Co-chair
264 Haines Hall Box 951551 Los Angeles, California, 
90095-1551
rossman@soc.ucla.edu

Zsuzsa Berend
University of California Los Angeles
Lecturer, Sociology Department
Advisor
264 Haines Hall Box 951551 Los Angeles, California, 
90095-1551
berend@soc.ucla.edu
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