
Dr. Theresa Maldonado

Theresa Maldonado, Ph.D., has been named Dean of the College of

Engineering and Professor of Electrical Engineering at The University of

Texas at El Paso (UTEP). Maldonado most recently served as founding

senior vice president for research, innovation and economic development

at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. Her role there was to build a

compcomprehensive research administration infrastructure for the new school,

blending existing structures and transforming institutional culture to support basic,

applied and translational research in all disciplines. Starting her engineering career at

AT&T Bell Laboratories, Maldonado went on to earn a Ph.D. in electrical engineering

from the Georgia Institute of Technology and pursue research and teaching at The University

of Texas at Arlington. She earned tenure there and was promote to professor, taking on administrative 

oles as an associate dean of engineering and then associate vice president for research. She also

has sehas served as associate dean of engineering at Texas A&M University, associate vice chancellor

of the Texas A&M University System, and division director at the National Science Foundation (NSF).

With a distinguished career as an expert on optics, Maldonado has published her work

in the Journal of the Optical Society of America, the Journal of Lightwave Technology, and

Applied Optics. She has competed successfully for millions of dollars to fund research and

education from federal and state sources, primarily from the NSF and the Texas Higher

Education Coordinating Board. She has received numerous awards for teaching, research

and leadership, including the Pand leadership, including the Presidential Young Investigator Award from the NSF, the NSF

Director’s Award for Program Management Excellence, and Outstanding Teaching Awards

from both her department and college at UT Arlington.

INFLUENTIAL WOMEN AT UTEP



Dr. Heidi Taboada Jimenez 

Dr.Taboada serves as the Associate Dean for Research & Graduate

Studies  at The University of Texas at El Paso. Dr. Taboada is also an

Associate  Professor at the Department of Industrial, Manufacturing

& Systems  Engineering. She holds MS and Ph.D degrees in Industrial

and Systems  Engineering from Rutgers, The State University of New

JersJersey. Her research  interests intersect broad areas of applied operations

research, systems analysis  and optimization, resiliency and sustainability,

metaheuristic optimization and  artificial intelligence algorithms development.

Her research contributions involve  the development of multiple objective

optimization models, reliability models,  evolutionary game theory algorithms for

security applications, and agricultural  systems optimization models. She has been the

Principal or Co-Principal Investigator  for over $11 million in successful grants from agencies

such as the United States Depasuch as the United States Department of Education, United States Department of Agriculture,

Department of  Homeland Security, and industry. As an active researcher, but also as a passionate 

educator, Dr. Taboada is also interested in research related to increase the participation 

of minorities and women in engineering. Dr. Taboada has published over 50 refereed 

manuscripts in technical journals, book chapters and conference proceedings. Her 

work has been published in IEEE Transactions on Reliability, Reliability Engineering 

and System Safety, IISE Transactions, and Quality Technology and Quantitative 

Management, among others. Management, among others. 

Denisse Olivas

Ms. Olivas is a full-time Marketing Lecturer in the College of

Business Administration and the Director of the  Center for Hispanic

Entrepreneurship. She received her BBA in  Marketing and Computer

Information Systems from UTEP and holds an MBA with a concentration

in Marketing from the University of New Mexico. She also holds certificates 

in  Hispanic Marin  Hispanic Marketing from  FSU and Social Media from USF.  For the last tenyears

Denisse has worked in the  El Paso, Albuquerque, and Dallas in management and marketing. 

She has held several management  positions in retail and advertising projects 

for major brands, managed and marketed programs for the University of  North Texas, 

and consulted small businesses. Her main interests include  Entrepreneurship, Hispanic

Marketing, and Digital Marketing. She is a member of the American Marketing Association,

Toastmasters International, and the UTEP alumni association



Dr. Natalia Villanueva Rosales

Her work aims to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the discovery, 

integration, and trust of scientific data and models. Her approaches link 

human and machine knowledge to address societally-relevant problems

in  areas that require interdisciplinary research and international

collaborations  such as sustainability of water resources and Smart

Cities. She is passionate about encouCities. She is passionate about encouraging and supporting women and

Hispanics pursuing a career or education in Science and Engineering.

In 2011, she obtained a Ph.D. in Computer Science from Carleton University 

(Canada) with the thesis "Formalizing Relational Databases as OWL Ontologies".

She also hold a M.Sc. in Artificial Intelligence from the University of Edinburgh (UK)

with the thesis "Learning Heuristic Cost Functions for Planning using Genetic  Programming".

She have Bachelors degree in Computer Science from the  "Universidad Panamericana

Campus Aguascalientes" and a double-major in  Statistics fCampus Aguascalientes" and a double-major in  Statistics from the Center for Mathematics

Research (Mexico).

Ivonne Santiago, Ph.D., 

Clinical Professor, Civil Engineering at The University of Texas at El Paso

Santiago, who has worked for more than two decades in the areas of

water quality, water treatment and wastewater treatment in Puerto Rico,

New Mexico and Texas. Santiago is the first UTEP professor to be 

named Engineer of the Year since 1973.

TheThe TSPE Engineer of the Year Award is the highest honor given to an

individual professional engineer and TSPE member who have sustained

and contributed to the improvement of the public welfare and the 

advancement of his or her profession. Santiago has been involved in many

local and national organizations including the Environmental Protection Agency National

Advisory Committee (NAC) and the Good Neighbor Environmental Board (GNEB), which advises

the President and Congress on good practices along the U.S.-Mexico border. She is passionate

about pabout providing experiential learning opportunities to both undergraduate and graduate students

with a focus on Hispanic and female students through the Civil Engineering Capstone design course.

Santiago has also spearheaded initiatives through the Department of Education and the National

Science Foundation. She strongly promotes diversity and inclusion initiatives throughout campus.

In 2018, Santiago received the Service to the People Award from the American Society of Civil

Engineers (ASCE). The award recognizes civil engineers who have distinguished themselves with

special service to the people. Santiago described the award as the preamble for being named

Engineer of the Engineer of the Year.  She has also won various local and state teaching awards that emphasize

the work she does to help students academically and with their professional practices.


