
Learning Objective Guide 
Adapted from Methodist 

Each CPE activity should have objectives that define what the pharmacists and technicians 
should be able to do upon completion. Learning Objectives should be:   
 

o Specific and measurable 
o Developed to specifically address the identified educational need (ACPE Standard 2) 
o Addressed by an active learning activity (ACPE Standard 7) 
o Covered by a learning assessment (ACPE Standard 9) 
o Focused on the CE participant 

 
Specific and Measurable  
A learning objective is measurable when the participant can perform a task identified in the 
learning objective 
 
Verbs to consider when writing learning objectives: 
 

Knowledge 
(to recall 
facts) 

Comprehensive 
(to 
understand) 

Application (to 
apply 
concepts/demo 
skills) 

Analysis (use 
info/make 
connections) 

Synthesis 
(formulation) 

Evaluation 
(judgement) 

Arrange 
Cite 
Count 
Define 
Duplicate 
Identify 
Label 
List 
Memorize 
Name 
Outline 
Order 
Read 
Recall 
Recite 
Recognize 
Relate 
Repeat 
Reproduce 
Select 
State 
Tell 
Write 

Associate 
Classify 
Compare 
Contrast 
Describe 
Discuss 
Distinguish 
Explain 
Give examples 
Identify 
Indicate 
Interpret 
Locate 
Outline 
Predict 
Recognize 
Report 
Restate 
Review 
Select 
Tell 
Translate 

Apply 
Choose 
Complete 
Construct 
Demonstrate 
Dramatize 
Employ 
Illustrate 
Interpret 
Manipulate 
Operate 
Perform 
Practice 
Predict 
Relate 
Schedule 
Sketch 
Translate 
Use 
Utilize 
Write 

Analyze 
Appraise 
Calculate 
Categorize 
Compare 
Contrast 
Criticize 
Debate 
Detect 
Diagram 
Differentiate 
Discriminate 
Distinguish 
Examine 
Infer 
Inspect 
Investigate 
Question 
Research 
Separate 
Summarize 
Test 

Arrange 
Assemble 
Collect 
Combine 
Comply 
Compose 
Construct 
Create 
Design 
Detect 
Devise 
Develop 
Formulate 
Generalize 
Integrate 
Manage 
Organize 
Plan 
Prepare 
Propose 
Provide 
Set up 

Appraise 
Argue 
Assess 
Attach 
Choose 
Compare 
Conclude 
Critique 
Defend 
Determine 
Differentiate 
Estimate 
Evaluate 
Interpret 
Judge 
Justify 
Measure 
Predict 
Rate 
Recommend 
Revise 
Score 
Select 



Support 
Value 

 
Verbs to AVOID when writing learning objectives: 

Know Understand Learn Appreciate Become 
aware of 

Become 
familiar with 

 
Example of well written objectives: 
At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to: 

o Summarize pharmacokinetic monitoring programs often offered by hospital pharmacy 
services. 

o Recommend appropriate therapy based upon the patient’s co-morbid conditions. 
o Review potential outcomes from implementing a pharmacokinetic monitoring service at 

your facility.  
 
Examples of weak, un-measurable learning objectives: 
At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to: 

o Increase participant’s knowledge of new drugs released in the last year. 
o Understand the differences between long-acting insulin preparations. 
o Become familiar with new treatment options for bipolar disorder. 


