TEACHING AND LEARNING IN AN Al
WORLD

Artificial Intelligence is transforming how we teach, learn, research, and create. Whether you plan to
fully embrace Al in your course, allow limited use, or prohibit it altogether, communicate your rationale
clearly, establish fair and transparent boundaries, and foster student ownership of learning in an Al-
enhanced world.

The following includes ready-to-use syllabus language, guiding questions, and adaptable frameworks to
help you align Al use with your course learning outcomes.

As part of UTEP’s commitment to innovation and academic excellence, we encourage faculty to
integrate Artificial Intelligence (Al) technologies thoughtfully and transparently into teaching and
learning. Al tools can enrich the classroom when used to enhance—not replace—student thinking,
creativity, and ownership of learning. Regardless of your approach with Al, you should

1. Communicate your rationale governing your Al stance clearly. Share the “why” with students.

2. Establish fair and transparent boundaries.

3. Foster student ownership of learning in an Al-enhanced world by cultivating reflective and
iterative practices that challenge students to think deeply about their processes.

INTEGRATE Al IN YOUR COURSE

When determining if and to what extent Al will be leveraged by students in your course, you will want to
reflect on the following thoughts:

e How does my stance on Al align with my course learning outcomes?
e How might | turn my Al policy into a learning conversation rather than a restriction?

e What scaffolds (practice, reflection, citation) can | add to make Al use transparent and cultivate
critical thought and discernment?

EMPOWER PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

This isn’t about surveillance! The goal is not to “catch” Al misuse but rather to cultivate responsible and
effective use. Clear expectations reduce confusion and help students develop discernment to make
ethical choices on their own.
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e Model curiosity and critical evaluation to demonstrate that being a learner means knowing
when to seek assistance, when to question results, and when to take back control of the
process.

e Impress upon your students the fact that if they are putting their name on an assignment, they
must take complete responsibility for its content; i.e. if the Al program generates content that
does not adhere to the assignment, makes logical errors, or fails to adequately think through a
problem, the resulting grade will belong to the student, not the Al program.

e Remind students that Al cannot reproduce critical thought, reflection, or personal insights. It
does not replace human intellect.

e Discuss with students the ethical as well as practical ramifications of using falsified information
and references, which generative Al content often includes.

SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE

It’s important to outline what constitutes Al misuse in your course and to make clear the consequences
of crossing those boundaries.

e Define which assignments or process stages explicitly prohibit Al use.
e Clarify that violations fall under UTEP’s existing academic integrity policies.

e Inform students that academic misuse of Al will be directed to the Office of Community
Standards.

USE OR ADAPT THESE SIMPLE SAMPLE SYLLABUS STATEMENTS
@ Free Use of Al

Al use is freely permitted in this class. You are encouraged to explore creative, responsible, and ethical
ways to use Al.

@ Al Use Permitted with Acknowledgement

You are welcome to use Al tools to support your work in this class, but you must describe and
acknowledge how you used them with each submission. Any uncredited Al-generated content will be
treated as plagiarism and referred to the Office of Community Standards.

Al for Brainstorming or Early Stages

You may use Al tools to brainstorm ideas or plan your approach. However, your final work must reflect
your own reasoning and analysis. Al-generated ideas are not your own and must be cited if directly
included. Any uncredited Al-generated content will be treated as plagiarism and referred to the Office of
Community Standards.
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Al Allowed with Permission

You may use Al tools only with prior instructor approval. If approved, include a brief note in your
submission describing how you used the tool and cite the tool properly. Any uncredited Al-generated
content will be treated as plagiarism and referred to the Office of Community Standards.

@ Al Use Not Permitted

Use of Al technologies is not permitted in this course. This policy ensures that your work demonstrates
your own learning and critical thinking. Any identified Al-generated content will be treated as plagiarism
and referred to the Office of Community Standards.

For more examples, please see this resource from Vanderbilt University that compiles syllabus

statements from several universities such as UCLA, Duke, Texas Tech University, and the University of
Central Florida.

USE TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION AND RATIONALE WITH EACH ASSIGNMENT

Students are more likely to respect Al boundaries when they understand why those boundaries exist.
When you introduce your Al policy, pair it with your learning goals for the assighnment and express your
rationale. Here are three guiding statements to use when crafting your Al policy for an individual
assignment:

e Yes, and here’s how.

Al may be used freely with transparent acknowledgement, documentation of prompts and
prompt evolution, and a reflective evaluation of the output and your revisions to it.

e Sometimes, and here’s when.

Al may be used in specific stages of course projects: brainstorming, outlining, and editing.
e No, and here’s why.

Al use is not permitted because it would prevent you from practicing skill.

This framework, borrowed from Jeffrey Washburn, Ph.D. (UT Permian Basin), promotes transparency,
fairness, and student judgment.

Al-powered tools are becoming integral to academic, professional, and creative environments. In higher
education, it’s our responsibility to help students engage with these technologies ethically,
transparently, and with critical judgment. We can guide students in using Al as a support for learning by
helping them build skills in reflection, originality, and accountability.
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These principles can help students:
e Understand what responsible use looks like in academic settings
e Make intentional choices about when and how to engage with Al
e Recognize how Al can support—not replace—human thought, creativity, and collaboration

EMPOWER STUDENTS TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR WORK

More than ever, it is important to impress upon students the fact that if they are putting their name on
an assignment, they must take complete responsibility for its content. That means that if the Al program
generates content that does not adhere to the assignment, makes logical errors, or fails to adequately
think through a problem, the resulting grade will belong to the student, not the Al program.

e Remind students that Al cannot reproduce critical thought, reflection, or personal insights

e Discuss with your students that Al is only a tool to be used, but it does not replace human
intellect

e Discuss with students the ethical as well as practical ramifications of using falsified information
and references, which generative Al content often includes

BEST PRACTICES IN RESPONSIBLE Al USE: A CONVERSATION STARTER GUIDE

In addition to your syllabus policy, consider discussing the statements below to encourage critical
engagement with Al tools for learning.

1. Use Al to learn, not to shortcut learning

o Al tools can support brainstorming, outlining, or clarifying—but your ideas, voice, and
reasoning must drive your work.

2. Be transparent about your use

o Ifyou use Al to help you with an assignment, be upfront. Follow your instructor’s
guidelines on how and when to cite or disclose it.

3. Critically evaluate Al outputs

o Don't accept Al responses at face value. Always fact-check, cross-reference, and apply
your own judgment.

4. Respect intellectual ownership
o Don’t pass off Al-generated content as your original work unless allowed. Know when

using Al violates originality expectations.
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5. Follow the ground rules of each assignment

o Some course activities may prohibit Al use to develop your critical thinking or
communication skills. Respect those boundaries.

6. Prioritize growth over perfection

o Use Al to improve drafts and deepen understanding, not to override the learning
process. Struggle and reflection are part of developing mastery.

7. Protect your data and privacy

o Avoid entering personal, sensitive, or proprietary information into Al tools. Know what
happens to your input.
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