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PhD Milestones Roadmap

Year 1

❑ Selection of 
Research 
Advisor

❑ Select 
Research 
Committee

❑ Coursework

Year 2

❑ Annual Committee Meeting

❑ Coursework

❑ Prepare for Comprehensive 
Exam A

Year 3

❑ Annual Committee Meeting OR

❑ Complete Comprehensive Exam A

❑ Prepare/Complete Comprehensive 

Exam B to Advance to Candidacy

❑ Prepare/submit/publish Peer Reviewed 

Publication (at least 1 PUBLISHED 

article is required for graduation)

Year 4
❑ Annual Committee Meeting

❑ Complete Comprehensive Exam B

❑ Advance to Candidacy

❑ Departmental Seminar

❑ Prepare/submit/publish Peer 
Reviewed Publication

❑ Work on Dissertation

Year 5

❑ Annual Committee Meeting

❑ At least 1 Peer Reviewed 

Publication

❑ Dissertation Defense

❑ Graduation!
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Year 1

❑ Selection of 
Research Advisor

❑ Selection of Thesis 
Committee

❑ Coursework

❑ Coursework

❑ Annual Committee Meeting 
(at least 1 is required)

❑ Prepare/Complete Thesis

❑ Thesis Defense

Year 2

MS Milestones Roadmap

Graduation
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